
SUPPORT FOR PUPILS 
 

‘Getting it right for every child’: (GIRFEC) 
 

‘Getting it right for every child’ (GIRFEC) is a national policy and programme which is 
implemented in Lanarkshire.  The Scottish Government introduced GIRFEC as a long term 
programme; it is relevant to each and every child in Scotland, and reaches across children’s 
and adults’ services in the public and voluntary sectors to ensure there is firm commitment 
and drive towards achieving better futures for all of our children and young people. 
 
GIRFEC promotes key values in working with children and their families across all agencies 
and is based on core components which will help bring these values about. 
 
The programme calls for all workers in health centres and hospitals, nurseries, schools and 
leisure centres, family centres, social work services and housing offices, and in the 
community to work together towards changes in culture, systems and practice that will help 
all children and young people to grow, develop and reach their full potential. 
 
Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC) is an ongoing commitment to ensure that your 
child has the best possible start in life and to improve outcomes for children and families 
based on a shared understanding of their wellbeing. Most children make their journey from 
birth to the world of work supported by family and the universal services of Health and 
Education. The Named Person in education helps to make sure that the child’s wellbeing is 
developing.  The school will let you know the Named Person for your child.  This is likely to 
be the Head Teacher in a primary school and a Principal Teacher of  Pupil Support teacher 
in  secondary school.  
 
If you have any concerns relating to your child’s wellbeing you can speak to the Named 
Person who will be happy to work with you to address any issues and to ensure that your 
child gets the help that is needed at the right time. 
 

More information can be found on: 
 

www.girfecinlanarkshire.co.uk     and www.scotland.gov.uk/gettingitright 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.girfecinlanarkshire.co.uk/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/gettingitright


Pupil Support Team 
 

Biggar High School’s Pupil Support Team aims:- 
 

 To ensure that each pupil knows and is known personally and in some depth by at least 
one member of staff. 

 To monitor individual pupil progress, and help her/him set challenging but realistic 
personal targets. 

 To aid each pupils’ personal, social and intellectual development. 

 To help each pupil to be aware of his/her own development and to accept responsibility 
for it to ensure they become successful learners. 

 To identify and respond quickly and appropriately to the specific needs of the individual. 

 To foster the development of good relations between teachers and pupils. 

 To help pupils develop consideration for others and develop confidence. 

 To liaise with parents and support services in the interests of the pupil. 

 To systematise and make effective the recording and communication of information 
relevant to the welfare and progress of individual pupils.  Pupil Support is a central and 
on-going aspect of school organisation, and not simply a response to specific occurrence 
or crisis. 

 
Currently five members of the school staff carry specific responsibilities for the welfare and 
guidance of school students and also the delivery of Personal and Social Education. 
 
The Personal and Social Education (PSE) programme has a number of themes which run 
through a pupil’s life at school - careers education, health education (including anti-bullying), 
target setting, citizenship, changes in life, study skills and covering all the relevant Health 
and Wellbeing indicators for A Curriculum for Excellence 
 
Health Education includes topics such as substance misuse, relationships and sex 
education.  The PSE programme aims to assist young people to make informed and 
responsible choices. It also fosters resilience, self-awareness, self-esteem and respect for 
others. 
 
Important support, advice and ground-work is done with seniors to prepare for university, 
further education, training and employment and senior pupils are encouraged to identify 
relevant and appropriate volunteering/ work experience opportunities out-with the normal 
timetabled curriculum. 
 
Specialised support, advice and counselling are provided at particularly important times: at 
P7/S1 transfer through close liaison with our primary schools in the Biggar Learning 
Community and at other significant transition times for our students. 
 
Parents should feel free to contact Pupil Support Staff at any time regarding concerns or 
worries they may have.  The school is always keen to develop partnerships between the 
school and the home to offer support to our young people.  We believe parental contacts are 
vital if appropriate support is to be offered.  The Pupil Support Team will also contact parents 
if the need arises. 
 
 



Support for Learning/ Additional Support Needs 
 
Support for Learning provides support to all pupils, with a particular emphasis on the pupils 
who have been identified as having long term needs. 
 
Support is provided in a variety of ways including: 

 Co-operative teaching, which provides opportunity for more direct teaching of 
individual pupils and for better management of group work 

 Developing and adapting teaching materials and methods which allows the 
curriculum to be better matched to the needs and abilities of some pupils 

 Consultation with subject teachers and advice on the availability of suitable materials 
and approaches. 

 
Pupil Support teachers provide pastoral and behaviour support to any pupil at any stage of 
their school career.  This support could be long term or short term.  They work closely with 
Year Heads and parents as well as supporting classroom teachers. 
Support is provided in a variety of ways including: 

 Co-operative teaching, which provides opportunity for more direct teaching of 
individual pupils and for better management of group work 

 Individualised programmes of work to help pupils experiencing a specific difficulty 

 Support through the use of one of a number of strategies available to staff 
 
The Pupil Support suite of rooms offers suitable equipped spaces for small groups or 
individual tuition.  It is also open at lunchtimes for pupils to receive support with homework. 
We are helped to deliver this support by a varying number of School Support Assistants.  
Regular links are made with Psychological Services, Visual Impairment, Hearing Impairment 
and Specialist Support teachers, mainly from the Clydesdale Locality Extended Support 
Team. 
 
 

 
 

Working with Other Agencies 
 

In order to provide appropriate support for all pupils, Biggar High School staff collaborate 
closely with a number of other agencies.  There is regular contact with the Clydesdale Area 
Behaviour Support Team, Youth, Family and Community Learning, Educational Psychology, 
and Social Work.  We also work with the Children’s Panel and police as appropriate. The 
formal mechanism for involving these agencies is through an internal Resource Allocation 
Meeting or through case-centred multi-agency meetings.  Where neither of the above 
interventions prove successful a pupil may be referred to our Area Joint Assessment Team. 
 
Parental approval is always sought before any outside agency starts work with an individual 
pupil. 
 
 
 


