
Biggar High School – Pupil Council Meeting 3 

Date: Wednesday 1/5/19 

Present:  Ms McGhee, Mrs. Sim, Mr Doyle (minutes), Alexander May (S2), Emilie Jo Galbraith (S3), Scott Boyd (S3). 

Agenda Item (s) Discussion  Action Points 

 
1. Welcome by GD and LS  
2. Group double-checked 

minutes from last meeting 
to identify action points 

 Group welcomed by GD/LS 

 GD was keen to identify some action points from last meeting to ensure that progress could 
be made on what the council consider important matters. The previous meeting’s minutes 
were returned to and the following was discussed: 
 
Election of elected Pupil Council 
 
A desire had been expressed by all members of the council for elections to be held to elect a 
house representative from each house for each year group for the coming year. It was 
decided to try and determine if this could be facilitated.   
 
‘Proudness’ of Biggar High 
 
Some members of the council had expressed that they felt that they were not proud to be a 
member of Biggar High School. This view was echoed by a few members of the council who 
claimed that the school does not do a great deal to instil a sense of pride among its pupils. 
 
Girls Bathrooms 
 
At the last meeting a concern had been expressed by Julia Bell that many girls felt 
embarrassed at having to ask the office for sanitary products if these were not available in 
the cubicles. The council discussed if there was a way that the availability and stock of these 
could be monitored to avoid any potential embarrassment. There was some talk among the 
council of perhaps educating pupils more to take the stigma out of this and to reduce the 
potential for embarrassment.   

 
               Emillie Jo and the canteen  
 

(EG) read out a letter which she had drafted addressed to South Lanarkshire Council - 
included information about there simply not being enough choice for pupils with special 
dietary needs. Group liked the sound of this drafted letter and agreed that the Council need 
to be more aware of dietary needs. The council also felt that the Canteen’s use of  

 
 

 GD and MM to discuss this with 
political literacy meeting at next 
meeting. 

 
 EG to ask Miss Clingan and Mr 

Masters to attend next meeting 
to discuss ways of enhancing 
pupil’s sense of pride at being 
members of the school. 
 
 
 

 LS to speak to Miss Clingan to 
identify who is in charge of filling 
the bags in the cubicles and to 
perhaps introduce a monitoring 
system. 

 
 
 
 

 GD to speak to Miss Clingan 
about perhaps having a 
representative from the 
Council/Canteen attend a council 
meeting to try and identify a 
solution. GD also to present letter 
to Miss Clingan to send on to the 
relevant individual. 



Plastic needed discussion. Suggested that paper plated could be used and instead of plastic 
cutlery, we would get stainless steel cutlery. 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Inter-House Activities  
 

 
The council had been presented with a suggestion that more could be done to try and organise 
more inter house activities such as quizzes. EG and LS both agreed that the quizzes are a good idea 
but that these should take place once a term instead of only at Christmas. This then lead to a wider 
discussion regarding the School’s House system and ways that we could embed a greater sense of 
house collegiality through various initiatives. It was discussed that a system like the one in Harry 
Potter might be beneficial to Biggar High as it would be relatable. SB suggested that demerits could 
be taken into account when looking at house points at the end of the year to encourage a sense of 
collective responsibility. EG suggested that house points could be awarded for achievement both in 
and out of the classroom such as participating in STEM days/Rugby matches/Dance Shows etc. EG 
also suggested that there could be a house cup presented to the winning house at the end of each 
year with house colours tied onto this to signify how many times each house had won this award. 
  

  
 SB to meet with Miss 

McFarlane to discuss the 
possibility of linking 
demerits to merit scheme 
and awarding house 
points to pupils who 
achieve both in class and 
in extracurricular 
activities.   
 

 Mr Masters to speak to 
the group on ways of 
raising the house system 
– EG to organise. 

 
 

2. School Band attendance It has been brought to the Pupil Councils attention that many who musicians and those that receive 
music tuition are not attending the various school bands which is a great shame as the music 
department provides invaluable support to the school for all functions. SB said that many pupils felt 
forced into going to band and this made it less appealing. EG commented that many pupils did not 
want to give up their lunch time and LS also highlighted that having an after school band was an 
impossibility for some who lived out in areas that cannot be accessed through public transport. The 
council thought it was a good idea to invite a member of the music department in to discuss ways to 
encourage greater attendance at the school bands.  

 GD to invite member of the 
music department and 
musicians who already play in 
band along to discuss ways 
that attendance at band 
could be improved. Mrs Shaw 
has already agreed to speak 
on this during the first 
meeting of the council when 
the new academic year 
starts. 
 



 
3. Break in between double 

periods 

The council had been presented with a suggestion that there should be a break of 5 minutes given 
to all pupils during a double period so that they could stretch their legs and go to the toilet. SB 
stated that this was the case in French, Biology, PE and often Chemistry. EG said that this would also 
give any pupils who are too shy to ask for clarification on classwork an opportunity to have a quick 
discussion with their teacher. GD highlighted that unfortunately there would be the potential for 
abuse of this and some pupils might take it as an opportunity to kill time and be absent from class 
for longer than 5 minutes. The council discussed the possibility of having a universal policy across 
the school to ensure consistency and provide a 5-minute respite – those who abused this would be 
punished and therefore lose points for their house which again feeds into the house scheme 
initiative as previously outlined.  
 

 GD to speak to Mrs Rose 
regarding the possibility of 
this policy. 

4. Full-time teachers in 
certain subjects 

The council expressed a concern that in certain subjects such as Music, HFT and Technical, there is 
no subject specialists filling vacancies and a lot of the courses are covered by worksheets. EG 
expressed a concern that this was leaving many pupils disadvantaged as they were not given 
exposure to a subject specialist and, therefore, had gaps in their understanding which is concerning 
for those entering into their senior phase. GD explained that whilst this is frustrating, the School is 
doing all it can to fill these vacancies and that there is a severe shortage of teachers currently 
especially in HFT and so this concern is not easily resolved by the school.  
 

 MM to speak to Mr Stewart 
regarding this to further raise 
awareness of this issue. 

5. Improved Wi-Fi Lastly, the council discussed the poor quality of the wi-fi in school. This had been noted by many PSE 
classes. EG mentioned that in some cases it has been difficult for parents to get hold of children 
using email/WhatsApp etc. GD highlighted that whilst this is an inconvenience for many, if there is a 
genuine emergency, parents will contact the school directly to get in touch with pupils. LS stated 
that there is very little the school could do to help improve the wi-fi signal as this is an issue that all 
residents of the Biggar community face. 
 

 No action points. 

6. A.O.B Mr Irvine had asked the pupil council to discuss the possibility of replacing the projectors in some 
classrooms with C-Touch pads due to the reduced tripping hazard as these would have no wires and 
would make his subject, and many others, easier to deliver. The pupil council wondered if this could 
be something that was trialled in the Computing department if the budget could be found for it and 
then perhaps offered to other departments. Mr Irvine also suggested that the newsletter slides that 
are projected in classrooms in conjunction with the newsletter were a little too long and perhaps 
these could be summarised. EG and LS both agreed this would be a good idea especially as many 
resent having to wait a long time for the appropriate slide to be projected in the Street at 
lunch/break.  

  SB to speak to Mr Irvine and 
see if he would like to attend 
next council meeting. 
 

 LS to identify who is in charge 
of newsletter and assess 
what could be done to 
perhaps summarise slides.  

 
 


