
BIGGAR HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
    1 June 2020—5 June 2020 

A message to everyone in the  

Biggar High School Community 

  
Article of the Week 

Article 15 
Freedom of association 

 
Every child has the right to meet 
with other children and to join 
groups and organisations, as 
long as this does not stop other 
people from enjoying their rights. 
 

Think about all the times you 
have met with friends & been 
to clubs and groups.  Think 
about how important these 
times were to you.  Think 
about how you are 
maintaining these links just 
now.  How much are you 
looking forward to actually 
being with other young people 
again and participating in 
your chosen groups & 
organisations? 
Want to know more?  See 
https://cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/
articles/article-15/ 

Biggar High School Value: BELONGING  

Mrs Rose, Ms McFarlane & Ms Clingan’s Reflections 

Being engaged in some way for the good of the community, whatever 

that community, is a factor in a meaningful life. We long to belong, and 

belonging and caring anchors our sense of place in the universe. 

Patricia Churchland 

A Word from Mr Stewart 

Dear all, welcome to the latest edition of our school community 
newsletter. It is hard to imagine that around this time of the school year 
seniors would be coming to the end of their study leave, activity days 
would be just at an end (indeed around this time last year I had two 
alpacas in my office at the Mental Health and Wellbeing day we ran for 

all our S2s- a completely different form of social distancing!  ) and our 
new recruits would be winging their way up to the school with the usual 
mixture of excitement and nervous anticipation at the start of their three 
day visit.  
 
Now into week three of our new timetable I am pleased that the vast 
majority of our pupils have joined our remote classrooms and on 
Monday teachers will record engagement across all subjects and from 
there we will continue to promote, encourage and support pupils where 
possible to do their best in terms of home learning and share examples 
of this with you. Thanks to Ms McFarlane, our transition work with our 
new P7s is progressing well in its own remote way to ensure that our 
new S1s (and their parents) feel as informed and as comfortable as 
possible about our school before their official start with us in the new 
session. 
 
You will be aware that recent government announcements have 
confirmed that schools will not now return until August 11th and when 
they do this will be on the basis of a blended learning approach. You will 
be aware that this is new territory for us all and there are a range of 
factors we have to take into account in terms of health and safety, 
equity and fairness in relation to ensuring that, when pupils do return, 
we minimise disadvantage and disruption as much as we can and seek 
to ensure that all are supported, nurtured and provided with a consistent 
and positive educational provision. Rest assured we will do this together 
in partnership. My main aim is to ensure that, wherever possible, our 
pupils return to an environment that is safe, but welcoming and provides 
as much stability and support as we can to allow all to continue to fulfil 
their potential. 
 
Over the next few weeks we will be consulting pupils and parents/ 
carers about our remote classroom approach and I will be working in 
tandem with our Parent Council in taking forward bespoke plans for 
August. 
 
As always, take good care and my thanks for your continued good 
grace and support. 
 
Only ever an e-mail away . . . 
 
gw11stewartrobert2@glow.sch.uk 
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School Blazers  
 
Dear Pupil / Carer, 
 
Last year our school Captains and Vice Captains introduced an optional Biggar High School Blazer. This was 
one of the areas of school life where our new pupil leadership team wanted to effect change. 
  
While an increasing number of pupils are choosing to purchase a blazer, it remains an optional part of our school 
dress code. 
  
To comply with our school dress code, blazers purchased need to be black. Many retailers with clothing sections 
offer good value blazers which would be entirely suitable. Alternatively, blazers can be ordered from either of our 
current dress code suppliers: 
  
-Brown and Out in Peebles:  www.brownandout.co.uk 
-ALJ in Lanark:    https://www.aljonline.co.uk/shop-by-school/biggar-high-school 
  
ALJ have contacted us to say that they have blazers as well as other dress code items in stock, all of which can 
be ordered online. Any blazer provided by ALJ will have an embroidered Biggar High School Badge on the coat 
pocket.  These particular blazers can be ordered and paid for on ALJ website by selecting Biggar High School. 
Blazers can be collected from ALJ Lanark or alternatively posted to your home address for an extra charge.  
  
 If the cost of a blazer/ dress code presents a barrier, please get in touch with your child ’s Pupil Support Teacher 
to discuss ways in which we can help to support.  
  
Information about and application forms for clothing grants can be found on: 
  
https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/info/200259/education_benefits/159/school_clothing_grants_and_free_school_meals 
  
Please contact us should you require advice in accessing or completing this form. 

Mrs Rose 

DYW News… 
 
MyWorldofWork Weekly Challenge - follow the steps below... 
Log on to MyWorldofWork and click on: 
secondary pupils and school leavers; 
MyWorldofWork To Do List  
Click on your year group and email (gw07gooddaniel@glow.sch.uk) me your 'To Do List'. 
 
First in for a win!  

Mr Good 
I’ve Done That!  
 
Member of staff: Miss Gibney 
 
Job: Waitress/counter assistant in a garden centre cafe. Age 15-21 
 
Skills I developed: This is perhaps where my love of cakes and sweet treats developed. Working as a waitress 
was hard work! I was rushed off my feet, pretty much all day as I worked at weekends which was the busiest time 
for the cafe. I very quickly developed my skills in efficiency to ensure that customers got their meals delivered to 
them on time and that tables were cleared always with a cheery face. When working with the public, you always 
have to be very diplomatic as the customer is always right (even if they aren't and you've had a particularly bad 
day, you must smile and carry on!) This developed my skills in problem solving and being able to diffuse 
confrontational situations when customers were unhappy. Food hygiene is also at the top of the priority list for 
anyone working in catering, those of you who know me, know that I have a love of bleach and clean surfaces! 
Perhaps the most useful skill that I learned as a waitress was how to present beautiful cakes. Although, I haven't 
used this skill for a while, working with Mr Paterson this year has reignited my passion for cakes (mainly eating 
them right enough). 
 
Member of Staff I nominate: Mr Doyle 
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Skills Development Scotland is still working for you. You can contact our 
helpline or contact me direct by email:  phyllis.mccann@sds.co.uk . 
 
I can help you think about possible career paths individual to you. There are 
many routes and pathways to a successful career i.e. Volunteering, Employ-
ment, Modern Apprenticeship, Graduate Apprenticeship, College, University 
and training programmes to help you get into work. To discuss or develop 
future career ideas, especially if you are leaving school in 2021, send me an 
email and I can help you put a career plan in place. 
 

Phyllis McCann 

Literacy Skills 

 

Which punctuation 

mark would help 

make the meaning 

clear? 

 

 

 

 

 

It is an American spelling, 

but you get the idea about 

the punctuation! 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Black 

Health & Wellbeing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1533: Anne Boleyn is crowned Queen of England 

1638: First earthquake is recorded in the US, at 

Plymouth, Massachusetts 

1796: Last of Britain's troops are withdrawn from the 

USA 

1862: African Slave Trade Treaty Act: Bilateral treaty 

between the US and the UK abolishing the slave trade 

in all US possessions. 

1926: American motion-picture star Marilyn Monroe is 

born in Los Angeles. 

1935: Driving tests are made compulsory in the UK 

because of the number of road accidents that had 

occurred with the increasing use of cars. 

1937: American actor Morgan Freeman is born in 

Memphis, Tennessee.  

1962: Otto Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi SS officer and 

war criminal, is executed by hanging after a widely 

publicised and recorded trial. 

1964: Kenya becomes a republic with Jomo Kenyatta 

as its 1st President  

1974: The Heimlich manoeuvre for rescuing choking 

victims is published in the Journal of Emergency 

Medicine. 

1998: European Central Bank is founded in Brussels to 

define and execute the European Union's monetary 

policy 

2017: US president Donald Trump announces the US 

is withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement 
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News from the Street 

Our resident three little birds.  They have been here 

every single week, sitting outside Ms. Black’s window 

at the English department & I always imagine them 

singing, “Don’t worry about a thing, cause every little 

thing gonna be alright” as Mr Bob Marley sang… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missing everyone but keep your spirits up & keep 

safe… 

Jac & the two Pauls. 

‘Over to you, Mrs Spence’ 

Volunteering as helpers of the Biggar Community 

Council Covid Action Group, my daughter and I deliver 

shopping and prescriptions within Biggar.  We find it 

uplifting, however, sometimes you need a sense of 

humour. 

It is good to work as a double act because quite often 

there are a lot of boxes to be lifted into and out of the 

car and the phone rings while driving so my daughter 

take notes, she also looks out for house numbers and 

helps me work out the most logical delivery route.  

The vast majority of people are very grateful and 

couldn’t manage without the delivery service. 

 

Mrs Spence 

Library Lockdown Reflections 

Recently I came across a quote from F Scott Fitzgerald: 
“That is part of the beauty of all literature.  You discover 
that your longings are universal longings, that you’re not 
lonely and isolated from anyone.  You belong.” 

We can no doubt all recognise the feeling of being 
isolated at the moment, unable to physically meet up 
with friends and family members, and feelings of 
loneliness can come with this.  Reading about others 
helps us to feel connected, even when we’re alone, and 
reading about characters who are themselves isolated 
teaches us that our situation is not unique, and that it 
can be overcome. 

This week I recommend this interesting article on 
“reading in isolation”, and maybe adding some of the 
suggested titles to your to read list: 

 https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2020/mar/books-to-
read-in-self-isolation/ 

 

 

 

 

Take NOTE     
 

We hope you enjoyed some of our favourite ‘Songs 
about staying in or with stay in the title’ 
 
This week our theme is ‘Songs with a COLOUR in the 
title’ This was a great idea from Katie in S6. The 
rainbow has been used as the symbol of the current 
time we are in and ‘Somewhere over the rainbow’ has 
been a song used as a thanks to the NHS. So this week 
we are going all colourful with our song titles.  
 
This week the music team have four songs for you to 
listen to,  
 
Take a listen to these:  
 
‘Blue Monday’ by Blue Order  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYH8DsU2WCk 
 
‘Black Velvet’ by Alannah Myles 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tT4d1LQy4es 
 
’99 Red balloons’ by Nena 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q86nf7mpOXk  
 
‘Evergreen’ by Will Young  
(Thanks to Miss Webb for this suggestion) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bc-sq7cJGho 
 
What will next week’s theme be…?  
 
Get in touch on the email address below by next 
Wednesday  
 
Gw07shawalison@glow.sch.uk 
 
‘Colour my life with the colour of music’ 
 
Mrs Shaw, Mr Moran and Mr Paterson 
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Cooking Corner 
 
How to cook like a BHS Home Economics pupil  
 
Chocolate Chip Cookies (S2 Recipe) 
 
Please remember to always ask permission from the 
responsible adult in your home before doing any cooking . 
Hope you enjoy baking these and please let us know how your 
cookies turned out. From the HE team. 
 
Ingredients 
50g margarine 
25g caster sugar 
75g plain flour 
15ml chocolate chips 
 
Equipment 
Scales  Large Plate 
Small bowl  Wooden Spoon 
Large bowl  Baking tray 
Metal spoon Pot Stand 
Sieve   Cooling Rack 
Fish slice 
  
Method 
 
1. Preheat oven to 180˚C or Gas 4.  
2. Sieve flour onto plate.   
3. Cream margarine and sugar in large bowl until light and 

fluffy. 
4. Add flour and mix to form a dough. 
5. Add chocolate chips, mix. 
6. Place mixture, resembling rock cakes, on a greased 

baking tray and bake for 12 -15 minutes until just turning 
golden brown. 

7. Place on a cooling rack to cool.    
 
We hope you enjoy baking these and please let us know how 
your cookies turned out.                       

Debate News 

On Thursday 14th May, Fin Laing and Coll 

McCail took part in the national semi-final of the 

Law Society of Scotland's Donald Dewar 

Memorial Debate. This was a peculiar setting 

due to the debate being on a virtual platform. On 

their way to the semi-final they eliminated a 

string of formidable state schools from Ayrshire 

to Edinburgh. Unfortunately they were unable to 

progress to the final on this occasion but gave a 

brilliant performance in a debate against Balfron 

High, who now make their second successive 

appearance in the final. The other teams 

competing on the evening were Duncanrig and 

Wellington (who the boys also met in the first 

round). Fin and Coll have been brilliant 

ambassadors for the school throughout this 

journey and are testament to the benefits of 

research, teamwork, consistent hard work and 

learning from their experiences. 

Reaching a national semi-final is a wonderful 

achievement. The boys will be hoping that they 

are able to kick on next session - hopefully no 

longer on a virtual platform. Well done Fin and 

Coll!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Morrison 

Life with Loz 

Hello, how was your holiday weekend? A bit of a wash out, but as they say, “the 

garden was needing it!”. At least the weather seems to be taking a turn for the better 

again. 

So, it is official, we are going back to school after the summer holidays. That gives 

us something to work towards even if no one is entirely sure what it is going to be 

like. Time will tell! 

Spent some spare time this week trying to find my vegetable plants in amongst the weeds; very soul destroying, 

but I suppose it will be worth all the hours spent nurturing them when we get to eat fresh vegetables straight from 

the garden in the autumn. 

On a happier note, it was my baby girl Mishka’s 8th birthday this week, so an excuse to spoil her more than 

normal (not that I need one!). 

Hope everyone is getting stuck into work in your new classes, even if it is not the same as sitting next you your 

friends. Chin up, it will not be long now! Meanwhile, stay safe and be good, Loz x 



Eat 5!!  
During these difficult times, it is so important to keep the immune system as healthy as possible. In our house we 

have homemade soup or salad every day for lunch, courtesy of The Orchard, Biggar who have a huge stock of 

delicious healthy fresh fruit and veg.  

There are so many ways you can use fruit and veg. Look at the internet for ideas for savoury and sweet recipes.  

Here are some recipes that pupils in Health & Food Technology have been preparing while staying at home: 

    

Mrs Prentice 

         

  
Keep calm and cook!!      

Mrs Prentice 

BHS Key Contacts  

Mr Stewart Head Teacher gw11stewartrobert2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Rose Depute Head, S4-S6 Year Head gw07roseannette@glow.sch.uk 

Ms Clingan Depute Head, S3 Year Head, Child Protection Officer gw19clinganelizabeth@glow.sch.uk 

Ms McFarlane Depute Head, S1-2 Year Head,  P7 Transition gw07mcfarlanedenise3@glow.sch.uk 

Mr Good PT Pupil Support, 3B2, 3W2 and 2A1  gw07gooddaniel@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs MacKintosh PT Pupil Support, Burns (excluding 3B2) gw07mackintoshdonna2@glow.sch.uk 

Mr Pratt PT Pupil Support, Wallace (excluding 3W2) gw07prattstephen2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Richardson PT Pupil Support, Anderson (excluding 2A1) gw07richardsongilli2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Retson PT ASN & Support for Learning gw07retsonkathryn@glow.sch.uk 

School Office General Enquiries office@biggar.s-lanark.sch.uk  
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PUPIL POWER 
 

Please follow  
BHS on 
Twitter     

 Let us know what you have been 

doing!   

We would love to hear from you. 

gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk 

Well done to Finlay (S2) who, after 
completing all his Design a Cushion 
Workbook, decided to make the 
cushion come to life. You should be 
proud of the work and such a 
striking design. You can bring it into 
school, when we all return, and 
show it off properly. Well done. 

A wonderful piece of ‘Cirque de 

Freak’ inspired art by Ace!  Love it! 

Edward (S4) made an mp4 film 
using pivot animator to show 
how nuclear reactions work.  We 
aren’t able to show the film in our 
newsletter, but we have captured 
his slides.   

DOG LOVER ALERT! 
S3/4 Animal Portraits. 
Thank you Caitlin, Morgan, 
Emily, Kyle & Sara! 
Loz, you’re going to love 
these! 

Spoiling you 

this week 

with 

Sophie’s 

artwork! 
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AMUSING ANECDOTES & LIGHT RELIEF 

Last week’s Sudoku answers: 

We hope you enjoyed our newsletter.   

Do you have a notice for the whole 

school? 

Do you have a challenge for us to 

publish?  

Funny story to share, oh yes please! 

We would love your input for next 

week’s edition. 

You can get in touch with us via email: 

gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk 

What 

vegetables to 

librarians like? 

A: Quiet peas.  

Coffee Morning Quiz 
 
Round 1 – Scottish Round 
 
1. What is Scotland’s national animal?   
2. What is the deepest loch in Scotland and what is its monster’s name?               
3. The Perthshire town of Dull is twinned with which town in the USA ?  

4. What is the old capital of Scotland?   
5. How many times larger is Scotland’s coastline than England’s?  

    
Round 2 – Town and Country 
 
1. Where in the world does Hell actually freeze over?     
2. Which country has the greatest number of redheads? 
3. Which European country used cats to deliver the mail in the 1870’s? 
4. Which country had the first fire dept?  Another point if you can name the city? 
5. Which town is the UFO capital of the world?  
 
Round 3 – General Knowledge 
 

1. What is the Cookie Monster’s actual name?  
2. What is the most commonly used letter?   
3. In history, whose nickname was “Braveheart”.?                              
4. What is the most consumed manufactured drink in the world?                      
5. What is the address of the White House? 
 
Round 4 – 2020 
 
1. How is 2020 written in Roman numerals.?       
2. How many days will there be in 2020?   
3. Which 2 performers headlined the halftime show at this year’s Super Bowl? 
4. As of April 2020, which city is the most populated?    
5. Which month this year will have, or has had the biggest full moon?             
6. Another point if you know what it was called.       

    
Round 5 – Fun Facts 
 
1. Who went to school with a lamb?    
2. How many bones are there on a Skull and Crossbones flag?  
3. Which reptile, according to the song, should you never smile at?   
4. How many teeth does an Aardvark have?    

Coffee Morning Quiz is back by demand! 

Mrs Benzie has provided the questions for 

this week, Mrs Power was our highest 

scorer! Let us know your score!   

Answers next week. 

Who doesn’t like a Riddle or two?   

What has a head, a tail, is brown but has no legs? 

I am not alive, but I grow; I don’t have lungs but I need air; I don’t have a mouth but water kills me.  What am I? 

Answers next week. 
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