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    18 May 2020 – 22 May 2020 

A Word from Mr Stewart 

‘I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you 
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.' 
 
To all in our school community, the above quotation rings just as true today 
as it did at Maya Angelou's time of writing. As we continue to adapt to our 
'new normal' I hope this finds you all well and adjusting to our present 
situation in as positive a way as you can. 
 
It is our intention that this week's move to our new timetable, new classes, in 
some cases new teachers will further  incentivise our pupils to engage with 
renewed purpose to their individual learning journeys based on their S3-S6 
option choices.  
 
Again can I reinforce that the health and well-being of all in our 
community is our paramount concern; our expectations of engagement in 
our remote classrooms is tempered by our awareness that all family 
situations are unique and that our message to all our pupils, parents and 
carers is to do what you can when you can within your own situations. As 
always I would reinforce the message that we are only an e-mail away from 
offering support, guidance and advice as required with the likelihood that our 
present circumstances are likely to continue for the near future.  
 

Stay safe. Stay positive.  Separate but together.  

Biggar High School Value: BELONGING  

Mrs Rose, Ms McFarlane & Ms Clingan’s Reflections 

"We belong to each other"   

Mother Teresa 

 

Health & Wellbeing 

Today, Tomorrow.  

“In the same way that one really has to accept the 
weather, one has to accept how one feels about life 

sometimes, "Today is a really bad day," is a perfectly 
realistic approach. It's all about finding a kind of 
mental umbrella. "Hey-ho, it's raining inside; it isn't 

my fault and there's nothing I can do about it, but sit it 
out. But the sun may well come out tomorrow, and 

when it does I shall take full advantage.”  

- adapted from Stephen Fry 2020. 

(Stephen Fry is an English actor, comedian and 
writer)   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Fry  

Notices 

Friday 22nd May & Monday 25th May—School Holiday 

A message to everyone in the Biggar High School  

Community 

  
Article of the Week 

Article 14 
Freedom of thought, belief 

and religion 

“Every child has the right to 

think and believe what they 

choose and also to practise 

their religion, as long as they 

are not stopping other people 

from enjoying their rights. 

Governments must respect 

the rights and responsibilities 

of parents to guide their child 

as they grow up”. 

Think about the beliefs that 

matter most to you.  Freedom 

of thought also means the 

right to have no religion.  

Think about people who have 

different beliefs from you.  Do 

you all have your rights 

respected?  

Want to know more?  See 
https://cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/
articles/article-14/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Fry
https://cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/articles/article-14/
https://cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/articles/article-14/


DYW News… 
 
Remember to keep using MyWorldofWork for useful career related research.  Get into the habit of logging in on a 
regular basis - once a week - and explore the various careers showcased on this site. 
 
The MyWorldofWork Weekly Challenge:  Log on and find out what a Landscape Support Officer does.  Email me 
your answer at gw07gooddaniel@glow.sch.uk  
 
First in for a win!    Mr Good 
 
 
I’ve Done That!  
Member of staff: Mr Colquhoun 
Job: Holiday Rep in Mallorca 
A skill I developed: Timekeeping and organisation 
A quality I developed: Confidence to strike up conversations with strangers 
Member of staff I nominate: Miss Black 

Literacy Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What should they have written? 

 

Miss Black 

New Google Classrooms 

Now that you have all moved up into your new year 

groups, you should all be able to access your new 

Google Classrooms.  If you are missing some 

invitations, please check your junk email first of all and 

if there is still an issue, contact your Pupil Support 

teacher.    Thank You 

Congratulations, Mr Irvine! 

Mr Irvine has been recognised as a 

"Classroom Changemaker" in a programme run by 

NESTA, the Innovation Foundation, to recognise 

"inspirational teachers who have developed new ways 

to give young people the chance to get creative and 

solve problems in maths and computer science les-

sons".   

Mr Irvine has been recognised for his work with our S1 

pupils where they learn software development skills 

through games design.  Pupils think about what is 

"good" in  a computer game, then develop their own 

game concept,  create their world, character and game 

mechanics, learning key software development skills at 

the same time.  As well as this prestigious award, Mr 

Irvine has won £5000 for Biggar High School.   

Congratulations, Mr Irvine, and thank you! 

https://www.nesta.org.uk/project-updates/classroom-

changemakers-meet-the-successful-applicants/ 

Library Challenge 

How far will reading take you? 

South Lanarkshire school libraries have launched "How 

far will reading take you?", a fun reading challenge to 

see you through the remainder of the term. For every 

page you read, or audiobook minute you listen to, you 

travel one mile. There's also a daily bonus challenge to 

earn extra miles, by watching a play or TV adaptation. 

Just keep a note of how many miles you travel and post 

them on the library Google Classroom each week. The 

Classroom will also give you more details about the 

challenge. During the last week of term in June we'll 

total them up and find out where in the world we've 

travelled to, and find out where other schools have 

reached too. If you don’t have access to the Classroom 

and would like to participate, please email Miss Horan 

for the code. gw20horanjennifer@glow.sch.uk 

mailto:gw07gooddaniel@glow.sch.uk
https://www.nesta.org.uk/project-updates/classroom-changemakers-meet-the-successful-applicants/
https://www.nesta.org.uk/project-updates/classroom-changemakers-meet-the-successful-applicants/
mailto:gw20horanjennifer@glow.sch.uk


Library Lockdown Reflections 

This week I have excitedly started reading Hamnet 

by Maggie O’Farrell. She is my favourite author, so a 

new book is always a delight, but this one seems 

very relevant. It is the story of Hamnet Shakespeare, 

son of William, who is believed to have died from the 

plague when he was just 11. A few years later, his 

dad would write Hamlet, a play about young man 

struggling to deal with his grief after a family 

bereavement. During Shakespeare’s lifetime there 

were many outbreaks of plague, and theatres were 

regularly closed as social distancing was practised – 

if you have seen the film Shakespeare in Love you 

will recognise the scene when a town crier 

announced that theatres have reopened, to much 

jubilation in the street. Oddly, he never references 

plagues directly in any of his plays, however does 

use them metaphorically, to illustrate rage and 

disgust (for example “A plague o’ both your houses” 

in Romeo and Juliet, and “Thou art a plague-sore” in 

King Lear). We can’t visit theatres ourselves at the 

moment, but many plays are being streamed for free 

online. I recommend catching some Shakespeare 

from the Globe https://globeplayer.tv/free-content – 

and see how many plague references you can spot! 

 

 

 

 

News from the Street 

This week we were thinking, purely from a vanity 

point of view you understand, who needs the 

hairdresser & barber more, us, the Hair Bear Bunch 

or is it hairy Hamish ?....It’s a hard one, because my 

hair is very nearly back to its natural colour but I like 

to think I don’t have grey hair, I have wisdom 

highlights ! …Stay well, stay safe…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jac & the two Pauls  

Take NOTE     
 
We hope you enjoyed some of our favourite ’tunes to 

dance round the kitchen to’ last week and had a listen to 
the links. 

This week our theme is ‘Songs for a relaxing garden 
BBQ’. Special thanks to Miss Gibney for this week’s 

suggestion!!  

This week the music team have six songs for you to 

listen to and hopefully enjoy while chilling in the 
garden…. plus a choice from Miss Gibney  

Take a listen to these and enjoy:  
 
1. ‘Make your own kind of music’ by Paloma Faith 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHey3FIyujQ 
 
2. ‘Mr Bluesky’ by ELO 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQUlA8Hcv4s 
 
3. ‘Wish you were here’ by Pink Floyd 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXdNnw99-Ic 
 
4. ‘Carry on wayward son’ by Kansas 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2X_2IdybTV0 
 
5. ‘These Days’ by Rudimental 
 https://www.youtube.com/watchv=UlXPdOuNU3Q 
 
6. ‘Thinking out loud’ by Ed Sheeran 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lp-EO5I60KA 
 
Miss Gibney’s choice - ‘ 
 Shotgun’ by George Ezra   
          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_B3qkp4nO4 
 

What will next week’s theme be…? What are your 

favourite songs? 

Get in touch on the email address below by next 

Wednesday  

Gw07shawalison@glow.sch.uk 

‘Where words fail, music speaks’ 

Mrs Shaw, Mr Moran and Mr Paterson 

“Over to your Mrs McInnes” 

These hairy friends have been a great source of 

entertainment and cuddles throughout this lockdown. 

Keep safe everyone and looking forward to seeing you 

all soon. 

https://globeplayer.tv/free-content
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHey3FIyujQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQUlA8Hcv4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXdNnw99-Ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2X_2IdybTV0
https://www.youtube.com/watchv=UlXPdOuNU3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lp-EO5I60KA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_B3qkp4nO4


A message from your  

Captaincy Team 
  

We are sure that our whole year 

group is disappointed that our final 

year has been cut short. Nonethe-

less, we have thoroughly enjoyed 

our time as captains and having the 

opportunity to represent Biggar High 

School. 

We would collectively like to wish 

everyone good luck as you move 

into your new timetables. Although 

times are tough at the moment with 

classes being online, we must keep 

our spirits high and continue to find 

new things to entertain ourselves 

such as baking banana bread for the 

third time this week or by continuing 

to ignore Google Classroom alerts. 

When you start again in September, 
look forward to welcoming new fac-
es and missing some old ones. We 
are sure that next year’s Captaincy 
team will be just as strong as us and 
perhaps even deliver the infamous 
milkshakes. 
 
Best wishes for the future, 
Connor, Jenny, Katie and Grace.  

This Day in History - May 15th 
 
1567:  Mary, Queen of Scots marries James Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell 
 
1718: James Puckle, a London lawyer, patents world's 1st machine gun 
 
1869: National Woman Suffrage Association forms in New York,   
  founded by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
 
1891: British Central African Protectorate (now Malawi) forms 
 
1897: The Scientific-Humanitarian Committee is founded in Berlin by 
 Magnus Hirschfeld, the first-ever LGBT rights organization 
 
1944: Eisenhower, Montgomery, Churchill and King George VI discuss 
 the plan for D-Day 
 
1987: Andy Murray, British tennis player (Olympic gold 2012, 16; 
 Wimbledon 2013, 16), born in Glasgow, Scotland 
 
1990: "Portrait of Doctor Gachet" by Vincent van Gogh sells for $82.5 
 million 
 
2010: Jessica Watson at age 16 becomes the youngest person to sail 
 solo, non-stop and unassisted around the world 
 
2019: Five of world's biggest tech companies pledge to tackle extremist 
 material at "The Christchurch Call" initiative in Paris hosted by 
 Jacinda Ardern (PM of New Zealand) and Emmanuel Macron 
 (President of France). 

Life with Loz… 

Hey, how was your holiday weekend? I spent most of mine up a scaffolding fixing a roof and painting a wall! 

Word of advice; always try and do things for yourself, stay independent! 

It has been a weird week. This is normally the busiest time of the year for me, organising the Activity Block and 

helping with all the other events. But this year instead of going to Sports Day, doing Heart Start, cuddling 

Alpacas and spending a fantastic day at Blackpool getting soaked in Valhalla and being terrified on The Big 

One, I’ve been sitting in front of a laptop, doing online training, watching tutorials and finishing my first 

assessment for my course on Children and Young People’s Mental Health! It is a lot less stressful, but not nearly 

as much fun! 

Miss you guys and all the chat! Hopefully speak to you all soon. Stay safe and be good, Loz x 

BHS Key Contacts  

Mr Stewart Head Teacher gw11stewartrobert2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Rose Depute Head, S4-S6 Year Head gw07roseannette@glow.sch.uk 

Ms Clingan Depute Head, S3 Year Head, Child Protection Officer gw19clinganelizabeth@glow.sch.uk 

Ms McFarlane Depute Head, S1-2 Year Head,  P7 Transition gw07mcfarlanedenise3@glow.sch.uk 

Mr Good PT Pupil Support, 3B2, 3W2 and 2A1  gw07gooddaniel@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs MacKintosh PT Pupil Support, Burns (excluding 3B2) gw07mackintoshdonna2@glow.sch.uk 

Mr Pratt PT Pupil Support, Wallace (excluding 3W2) gw07prattstephen2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Richardson PT Pupil Support, Anderson (excluding 2A1) gw07richardsongilli2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Retson ASN & Support for Learning gw07retsonkathryn@glow.sch.uk 

School Office General Enquiries office@biggar.s-lanark.sch.uk  

mailto:gw11stewartrobert2@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07roseannette@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw19clinganelizabeth@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07mcfarlanedenise3@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07gooddaniel@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07mackintoshdonna2@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07prattstephen2@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07richardsongilli2@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07retsonkathryn@glow.sch.uk
mailto:office@biggar.s-lanark.sch.uk


PUPIL POWER 
 

Please follow BHS on Twitter     

 

 

A few more of our S5 Cake Craft, beautiful work 

Emily, Elizabeth, Michael & Keegan. 
S3 object and food photography 

Well done to Molly, S3 HFT, who took the initiative to 

make a cooking video.  

Watch her video and perhaps you could follow her 

instructions and see if you can create a Chinese banquet 

too? 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1260557848670539776 

S3 Banksy inspired COVID-19 reactions. Compelling work Abbie, Amber, Finlay & Jess! 

 Let us know what you have been doing!   

We would love to hear from you. 

gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1260557848670539776
mailto:gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk


 

 

AMUSING ANECDOTES & LIGHT RELIEF 

Answers to last week’s Quiz 
Round 1: Fortnite, Steve Wozniack/Ronald Wayne, 
11, Bob Dylan, Halloween. 
Round 2: Sailing, Shane Lowry, Turkey, 1, Boston 
Red Sox. 
Round 3: Finland, Chile, Nepal, Saudi Arabia, 
Belgium 
Round 4:  1984, Mark Twain, Margaret Atwood and 
Bernardine Evaristo, 1999, James Joyce 
Round 5: Snake, Pangolin, Orangutan, 7, Sir Alec 
Jefferys. 
 

We hope you enjoyed our newsletter.   

Do you have a notice for the whole 

school? 

Do you have a challenge for us to 

publish?  

Funny story to share, oh yes please! 

We would love your input for next 

week’s edition. 

You can get in touch with us via email: 

gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk 

Biggar High School History Teachers’ NHS History Trivia Quiz  
(try to answer the questions without googling!) 
 
1. What does NHS stand for? 
 
2. In what year was the NHS introduced in the UK?  
 
3. The creation of the NHS was the first time in the 
 world where free healthcare was made availa
 ble on the basis of citizenship rather than the 
 payment of  fees or insurance. True or false. 
 
4. Who was the prime minister when the NHS was introduced? 
 
5. Which political party was in power in 1948 and is credited with the creation of 
 the NHS even though there was political consensus about its creation? 
 
6. Which disease, also known as the 'white plague' accounted for a large 
 number of deaths in 1948 in the UK, but today accounts for less than 1%.  
 
7. Which three health services were initially provided for free but because of  
 escalating costs, were then chargeable again for most of the population? 
 
8. What was the first ever organ to be transplanted successfully in the UK in 1959? 
 Heart, kidney or liver? 
 
9. The NHS today is the world’s biggest employer. True or false 
 
10. Which profession within the NHS makes up the largest workforce of 30%? 
 

 
Answers in next week’s edition 

Teacher: 
"What is 
the 

chemical formula for 
water?" 

Student: "HIJKLMNO." 

Teacher: "What are you 
talking about?" 

Student: "Yesterday 
you said it's H to O!" 

Another great staff meet this week. Thanks to Mrs Benzie for 

the quiz and well done to this week's winner, Mrs Power, 

who now has the honour of setting up next week's 

questions . Donation to Tinto Kennels now on its way .  

Did you know cats delivered mail in Belgium in 1870’s? 

mailto:gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk

