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A message to 

everyone in the 

Biggar High 

School 

Community 

Biggar High School Value: BELONGING  

Mrs Rose, Ms McFarlane & Ms Clingan’s Reflections 

Do more than belong: participate. Do more than care: help. Do more 

than believe: practice. Do more than be fair: be kind. Do more than for-

give: forget. Do more than dream: work. 

William Arthur Ward 

A Word from Mr Stewart 

I hope again this finds you all in good health and spirits. As we approach the 
end of term our staff- teaching. clerical, cleaning and canteen-are busy 
preparing for the planned safe 'blended' return to school in August and I will 
provide bespoke details as to how we plan to achieve this at Biggar High 
early next week once our model has met with full and final council approval. 
 
Teaching staff will be recording pupil engagement levels again on Monday to 
allow us to target any further required support and, as before. I would 
encourage our pupils to plan ahead and engage as much as they can in their 
home learning/ coursework over the last two weeks of term to ensure that 
they are as prepared as they can be for their return in August. 
 
You should by now have received a Google questionnaire which we have 
created to try and capture your views on our own approach to remote 
learning to date and I would encourage you to take time to complete and 
return this to by the end of next week (19th June) as this feedback will be 
invaluable in supporting our future planning in the new session.  
I would also draw your attention to two South Lanarkshire Council 
questionnaires which I would invite you to compete which capture wider, 
more general information about education provision. 
 
Parents 
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=159126976790&fbclid=IwAR3vFO-
m0eFlq8t40wtcNU3o2AYdo1oJfJhTCKkDezy07efNpxl1sa5NSOE 
 
Pupils 
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=159126982709&fbclid=IwAR19w-
6ow5DgkLqrD9hnbgGSqQSNIhodFgK2XrjMIfnusklngKeXmM6pD 
 
Finally, can I encourage you to take a few minutes to view our staff pupil 
choir video, our pupil uniform video 'adverts' and examples of pupil artwork 
and engagement- either on our Twitter feed or via the website- this is the 
type of engagement, creativity and enthusiasm we simply cannot wait to get 
back into the school building in August . . . 
 
Have a pleasant weekend.  Separate but together. 
 

Health & Wellbeing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Article of the Week 

Article 42 

Knowledge of rights 

 

“Governments must actively 
work to make sure children and 
adults know about the Conven-
tion”. 

 

Think about  

*what the Scottish govern-

ment has done to promote 

children’s rights (e.g. https://

www.childrensparliament.org

.uk/childrens-rights-in-

scotland/) 

* Biggar High School Charter 

& how it relates to your rights 

(http://www.biggar.s-

lanark.sch.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2019/04/6-charter-

final.jpg)   

• how we can do better to 

help everyone know 

their rights   

  

Want to know more?  https://

cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/articles/
article-42/ 
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It has been a busy few weeks for our Primary 7s.  They have been completing lots of transition tasks and getting 

to know more about Biggar High School.  In one particular task they had to watch the ‘Names behind the Faces’ 

video and come up with a question about the video which tested how well their fellow P7s had watched the 

video.  The questions they created were NOT easy!!  They were were gathered together into a Kahoot challenge 

and all our P7s have given them a try this week.  

Congratulations to Aiden W (3rd place), Cara McI (2ND place) and Arron B (first place) who all did fantastically 

well with the both the number of correct answers and the speed at which they responded!! Well done to all three 

of you. You clearly have exceptional observation skills. 

If you think you are up to the challenge set by the P7 pupils then why not give it a go?  Watch the video again 

and when you are ready to start the quiz, click on the Play Kahoot! link below.  You will be asked for your 

nickname. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhHWS9Sy3DI&t=59s (Names behind the Faces video) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kahoot.it/challenge/09911123?challenge-id=d6f11460-cab9-43bb-a195-d090243fc328_1591829924877                                                

( Kahoot Challenge) 

If any of you have any problems with the link another way you can access the quiz is by typing Kahoot it into 

Google then select 'Play Kahoot!  Enter game pin here!'  The game pin for our challenge is made up of the 

following 09911123 

 

 

 

 

The P7s have also been learning more about our school uniform both for in classes and at PE.  My thanks to 

Tatiana, Emillie Jo, Catherine, Sarah, Keira, Lauren, Olivia and Alice who all volunteered to take part in our 

School Uniform videos.  My special thanks to Tatiana for making a whole video on her own!!  Thank you all.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gV1Eb2jpt5g 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6YH8ox634c 

 

 

 

Finally, this week’s P7 task has been set by our school librarian, Miss Horan.  She has asked our P7s to create a 

poster advertising their favourite book/film. Miss Horan and I will  select the three posters that we like best and 

share them with you all in next week’s newsletter.  That gives you all something to look forward to. 

Have a good week everyone, 

Miss McFarlane 
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DYW News… 
 
A good friend of Biggar High School and a solid supporter of our S3/4 Career Day, Shona Finlayson (working for 
Sky), sent on these interesting links.  The first one is particularly interesting as we find ourselves communicating 
more and more electronically.  Many of you will end up having online interviews in the future and there are some 
great tips in the following clip! 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xl9UykX9JXo&feature=youtu.be 
 
The second link is for those of you interested in a career in IT or if you have no idea what you want to do this may 
also be of interest to you.  There's some coding fun and videos as to why get into IT.  Enjoy! 
 
https://sites.google.com/view/learninginlockdown/home 

Mr Good 
 

I’ve Done That! 
 
Member of Staff:  Mr Morrison   
 
A job I’ve done: Customer Service at a leading high street bookmakers (betting shop) 
 
A skill I developed: Working in a busy bookmakers gave me the chance to learn very job-specific skills, such as 
translating bets. This meant inputting data into a system which would generate the returns a customer may have 
if they were lucky enough to win a bet. However, I must say that it was general skills which were of most benefit 
to me.  
 
The ability to engage ‘punters’ (customers) in conversation to make their experience more positive was obviously 
important but I would be hard pressed to choose between gaining a positive habit of reacting to fast moving 
events and having difficult conversations. When customers would ask for a betting price, I would have to quickly 
spring into action - often having to call a central office. When customers would run up to the counter as a race 
was about to start, I would need to process the bet in ultra quick time so as the bet was valid. This ability to react 
quickly to fast moving events has, I believe, served me well throughout my teaching career and my experience at 
that company helped me with this. Working in a bookmaker’s shop also involves having tough conversations. 
Customers are mostly lovely but some can be aggressive, unreasonable, and sadly, some may also be struggling 
with gambling addiction. Deciding upon the approaches to take with customers involves careful judgement, 
empathy and diplomacy. 
 
A quality I developed: I would say that this job has helped me to be calm under pressure. Saturdays in a betting 
shop are pretty demanding and challenge you to remain cool in demanding circumstances. Having the ability to 
step back from a situation and deal with things calmly and rationally isn’t always easy but I think it has helped me 
to get that right more often than not over the years. 
 

Staff member: The lovely Mrs McInnes    

 

 

 

 

For those planning on going to university at the end of S5 or S6, I am sure you already know about Virtual Open 

Days—see Google Classrooms. Most universities will be having a Virtual Open Day very soon (June), some 

may have already happened and there will be others planned in August and September 2020. I think this is a 

fantastic opportunity for you to sign up for numerous Open Days. How time consuming and costly would it be to 

travel to a few universities and spend time there?  Not this year.  Rather than choosing just one or two to visit 

you can virtually visit many! Even if you are not leaving at the end of 2021, you could sign up for a virtual look 

around and listen to lecturers talking about courses that might interest you. Fabulous opportunity to broaden 

your future choices and horizons. Click on the link to take you to the UCAS Open Days page. Use the Filter to 

choose Scottish Universities.  UCAS Open Days 

Keep in touch: phyllis.mccann@sds.co.uk  

Phyllis McCann, Skills Development Scotland  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xl9UykX9JXo&feature=youtu.be
https://sites.google.com/view/learninginlockdown/home
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find/type/open-day?keywords=&centre=Scotland&distance=100&distance-range=100
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Biggar High School—Virtual Choir 

Music can being people together, and this was exactly our aim with this choir pro-

ject. The staff of Biggar High, along with some very talented pupils present to you 

"Run" by Snow Patrol.  

#bhs_separate_but_together 

https://youtu.be/n-bat3-R1sc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you count how many errors there are?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'I wash therefore I am.'   

 

 

 

Make up your mind!  

 

 

 

Miss Black 

Mental Maths 

Answers in next week’s edition 

https://youtu.be/n-bat3-R1sc


News from the Street 

Well the sun has disappeared for now, but I’m optimistic it’s just 

hiding around the corner!...  

We have beautiful flowers growing in the grounds & it makes 

me think of a favourite poem of mine by William Blake…’To see 

the world in a grain of sand & heaven in a wildflower, hold 

infinity in the palm of your hand & eternity in an hour’… 

Missing you all…keep your spirits up… 

 

Jac & the two Pauls 

 

 

Library Lockdown Reflections 

June is always an exciting month with the Carnegie and 

Kate Greenaway Medals for outstanding children’s 

literature being awarded to an author (Carnegie) and 

illustrator (Greenaway).   

The usual glittering ceremony in the British Library is on 

hold this year, but there will still be a buzz in the media.  

This week I recommend tuning in to Front Row on 

Radio 4 at 7.15pm on Wednesday 17th June for the 

live announcement of this year’s medal winners.  You 

can find out more about the shortlisted books, authors 

and illustrators here: 

 https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Horan 
Librarian 

 

Take NOTE  
   
This week our chosen genre of music is INSTRUMENTAL 

& ORCHESTRAL. As music teachers we hear a lot of 
instrumental & orchestral music spanning different 

mediums & styles.  Here are our absolute favourites right 
now.   

I (Mr Moran) have made my obligatory mandolin entry.  
Sorry! 

This week the music team have 6 songs for you to enjoy. 

 

Take a listen to these:  
 

1. The Swan – Camille Saint-Saens  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTfzDhoA-ww 
 

2. Flight of the Bumblebee – Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QV1RGMLUKE 

 

3. Gabriel’s Oboe – Ennio Morricone  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WJhax7Jmxs 

 
4. Six Marimbas – Steve Reich  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOALfLFQFjI 

 
5. Meteor Shower – Kenji Suehiro  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wE4B-v-1tzU 

 
6. Hoppipola – Sigur Ros  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfRW_4apfFw 
 
 

Send us in a suggestion for next week’s theme - get in 

touch on the email address below by next Wednesday   

Gw07shawalison@glow.sch.uk 

“I haven't understood a bar of music in my life, but I have 

felt it.” ― Igor Stravinsky 

 

Mr Moran, Mrs Shaw & Mr Paterson 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
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1775: George Washington is appointed commander-in-

chief of the Continental Army. 

1896: Tsunami strikes Shinto festival on beach at 

Sanriku, Japan.  27,00 are killed, 9,000 injured and 

13,000 houses destroyed. 

1940 World War II: Allied troops start to evacuate 

France, following Germany's takeover of Paris and 

most of the nation  

1991: In the Philippines, Mount Pinatubo erupts, 

the second largest volcanic eruption 

of the 20th century, killing over 800 

people.  

1994: Disney's animated musical 

"The Lion King" opens in theatres 

taking $42 million. 

1996: American jazz singer, 

sometimes referred to as the First 

Lady of Song and Queen of Jazz,  Ella Fitzgerald, dies 

at age 78. 

2002: Near earth asteroid 2002 MN misses the Earth 

by 75,000 miles, which is about one third of the 

distance between the Earth and the moon. 

2015: Remains of a 2000 year old woman named "The 

Sleeping Beauty" are discovered in Northern Ethiopia. 

2017: Scotland Yard & PM Theresa May announce 

criminal & public inquiries following the Grenfell Tower 

fire the previous day. 

2018: Physicist Stephen Hawking's ashes are interred 

in Westminster Abbey, London, between the remains 

of Isaac Newton and Charles Darwin. 

2018 Glasgow School of Art, 

designed by Charles Rennie 

Mackintosh burns down, four 

years after a previous fire. 

 

 

‘Over to you, Mr Morrison’ (SSA) 

Lockdown lifted at Cobbinshaw  

At last, after months of lockdown dreams about 

catching trout, Cobbinshaw was allowed to re-open 

and I booked my boat for Sunday 31st May.  

Cobbinshaw is a rain-fed reservoir, created over 200 

years ago (it is 202 years old this year!)  

Repeated drifts off the dam wall at the far end of the 

loch proved successful. I fished an intermediate line 

with a Sunburst Yellow Cat and a White Cat. The trout 

repeatedly took the Sunburst Yellow Cat. I managed to 

catch my bag limit (4 trout) in an hour.  

I cleaned and filleted my catch and delivered some to 

members of BHS Staff who live nearby.  

The loch is also a haven for wildlife. There are 

ospreys, otters, swifts and swallows as well as 

freshwater mussels, newts, frogs, dragonflies and 

every sort of flying insect you can imagine. So even 

when you are not busy hauling in fish, there is plenty 

to see, hear and take in.  

Mr Morrison 

View from the Office 

It's great to be back in school .   

Working remotely has been an interesting challenge 

during which we became more proficient using admin 

packages such as Microsoft Teams and Publisher.   

The time has passed very quickly and thanks to 

amazing communication methods, including the 

weekly staff zoom meeting and weekly newsletter, we 

managed to continue to feel part of the wider school 

team.    

We really look forward to seeing children back in 

school from August, meanwhile if there is anything 

which office staff can help with please do phone us or 

send an email.   

Phone: 01899 222050  

Email:  office@biggar.s-lanark.sch.uk  

 

Mrs Abernethy 

mailto:office@biggar.s-lanark.sch.uk


Cooking Corner 
How to cook like a BHS Home Economics pupil  
 
Here is another S3/4 tasty recipe for you to try. As always, 
please reminder to ask permission from the responsible adult 
in your home before doing any cooking.  
 
As an added tip: for step 10 remember to add the 'wet' 
ingredients a bit at a time so you do not end up with a sloppy 
mixture (you may not need all of the egg). Any leftover egg 
can be used to glaze. 

Life with Loz 

Hey, how’s things with everybody this week? 

I have a new resident in my back garden, the 

biggest, fattest mouse I have ever seen! 

 

  

 

 

As a result, I now have dog shaped holes in all 

the bushes as my two nutters try to dig it out. 

Crazy dogs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been an unsettled week for me. Most of 

the support staff and office staff were back to 

work on a rota system last week, I am starting 

back this week. I will have to see if I still know 

how to drive after 12 weeks at home and will 

need to practise speaking in sentences that 

make sense! 

Will let you all know how it went next week. Until 

then, stay safe and be good,  

 

Loz x 

 

 

BHS Key Contacts  

Mr Stewart Head Teacher gw11stewartrobert2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Rose Depute Head, S4-S6 Year Head gw07roseannette@glow.sch.uk 

Ms Clingan Depute Head, S3 Year Head, Child Protection Officer gw19clinganelizabeth@glow.sch.uk 

Ms McFarlane Depute Head, S1-2 Year Head,  P7 Transition gw07mcfarlanedenise3@glow.sch.uk 

Mr Good PT Pupil Support, 3B2, 3W2 and 2A1  gw07gooddaniel@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs MacKintosh PT Pupil Support, Burns (excluding 3B2) gw07mackintoshdonna2@glow.sch.uk 

Mr Pratt PT Pupil Support, Wallace (excluding 3W2) gw07prattstephen2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Richardson PT Pupil Support, Anderson (excluding 2A1) gw07richardsongilli2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Retson PT ASN & Support for Learning gw07retsonkathryn@glow.sch.uk 

School Office General Enquiries office@biggar.s-lanark.sch.uk  
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PUPIL POWER 
 

Please follow BHS 
on Twitter     

 Let us know what you have been doing!   

We would love to hear from you. 

gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk 

National 5 Cake Craft 

Pupils have been baking items using the different baking methods and creating some attractive, delicious bakes, well done.  With 

these skills, looking forward to what they will be producing next. 

Darcy’s Marbled Swiss Roll.   

Louisa’s Scones 
Lily’s Flapjacks 

Rachael ‘s Chocolate Brownies 

Craig has been practising 

his garnishing and 

decoration techniques 

when cooking at home.  I 

think you will agree his 

presentation skills are of a 

high standard. 

Leek & Potato Soup  White Chocolate Cheesecake 
Hanna’s Smoked Fish Tart 

S3 Stacking Stones.  Great work Mitchell, Jessica & Ava 

And now for some of our S3 Food Photography... 

 

Emily 

Bethany Ruby 

Lewis 

 

Ruby 

Kyle Kyra 

Bethany Zack 

mailto:gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk


 

AMUSING ANECDOTES & LIGHT RELIEF 

Last week’s Quiz: 
Round 1 
1. Game of Thrones, 2. Breaking Bad, 3. Still Game, 4. 
IT, 5. Jurassic Park 
Round 2 
1, Pritti Patel, 2. Donald Trump, 3. Kate Moss, 4. Boris 
Johnson, 5. Winston Churchill, George W Bush 
Round 3 
1. B-idealistic, 2. A-to laze around, 3. C-hungover, 4. B
-stinking, 5. C-beautiful, 6. C-a running technique  
Round 4 
1. C-a dung beetle, 2. B-hair, 3. B-a koala bear, 4. B-a 
chicken, 5. B-flamingos, 6. C-peregrine falcon    

We hope you enjoyed our newsletter.   

Do you have a notice for the whole 

school? 

Do you have a challenge for us to 

publish?  

Funny story to share, oh yes please! 

We would love your input for next 

week’s edition. 

You can get in touch with us via email: 

gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk 

 

Movie Emoji Quiz 
Can you work out the movie from the emoji clues?   
Answers in next week’s edition. 
 

Who doesn’t like a Riddle or two?   

What is so fragile that saying its name breaks it?  

What word is pronounced the same if you take away four of its five letters? 

Last week’s answers: 1.  your name 2. a stamp 

Last weeks Mental Maths answers: 

mailto:gw18gilchristelizabe@glow.sch.uk

