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Biggar High School Value: BELONGING  

Mrs Rose, Ms McFarlane & Ms Clingan’s Reflections 

A Word from Mr Stewart 

This week marks the official end of our school term and it is safe to say these last 
four months have been different. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all school staff for their resilience and 
endeavours in these difficult times in managing our remote classrooms in the 
positive and engaging ways that they have, at the same time as deliberating 
professional judgements on pupil performance in judging estimates for August’s 
SQA certification for our senior pupils. Many thanks to our Parent Council and to 
all parents/ pupils who responded to our questionnaire and for the many positive 
comments you have made about our work since March in trying to ensure pupils 
maintain momentum in their learning. 
 
Wherever possible we have tried to ensure that pupils/families are supported and 
encouragement is offered to structure and access home learning and I am proud 
of what we have all achieved collectively so far. 
 
These last few weeks have seen a further flurry of school activity as we prepare 
for our blended learning plan.  A huge effort at a variety of levels has been 
invested in preparing for this but, based on the Deputy Minister's statement, our 
new expectation is that a full return of all our pupils will be in place in August if 
the downward trends continue in relation to our collective efforts in suppressing 
the virus. 
 
Now is the time for us all to breathe, take stock and re-charge for August. If the 
national picture changes in terms of the circumstances of our return we will 
obviously let you know of these as soon as possible - at least we now know that 
if a blended learning plan is required we have a complete and robust plan in 
place. My sincere thanks in particular to my Deputes, Mrs Rose, Ms Clingan and 
Ms McFarlane in particular for the herculean efforts in preparing in recent weeks 
for such an eventuality. 
 
Our final video message for you, which includes some of our most recent senior 
pupil artwork, is hopefully one designed to put a smile on your faces as some of 
our staff reveal some of their favourite jokes to send you smiling into summer. 
https://youtu.be/zyvRyjhK3RM  
 
As always, only an e-mail away (gw11stewartrobert2@glow.sch.uk) 

Take good care, Robert 

Health & Wellbeing 

 We all belong to Biggar High.  We look forward to us all being back together here.  

NO ONE BELONGS HERE 
MORE THAN YOU. 

- BRENÉ BROWN 

  
Article of the Week 

Article 31 
Leisure, play and culture 

 

“Every child has the right to relax, play 
and join in a wide range of cultural and 
artistic activities” 
 

 As the school term comes to an end and, 

for many of us, the summer holidays look 

different from our plans… 

Think about  

* how you can take time out to 

relax e.g. mindfulness; yoga; 

reading; listen to music; drawing... 

* how you can “play” – maybe 

something different e.g. card 

games, board games, a new craft or 

hobby; plan a game or challenge for 

family or friends; bake or cook etc.  

* how you can get involved in 

cultural and artistic activities – 

look out for events from libraries, 

theatres, local organisations that 

you can get involved in e.g. virtual 

gala days, online competitions e.g. 

https://500words.me/ 
 

… all while following social distancing 

guidelines 

Want to know more?  https://

cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/articles/
article-31/ 

According to an Irish Proverb... 

Have a wonderful summer 

https://youtu.be/zyvRyjhK3RM
mailto:gw11stewartrobert2@glow.sch.uk
https://500words.me/
https://cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/articles/article-31/
https://cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/articles/article-31/
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Our ‘Final’ Take NOTE  
   
We hope that you have enjoyed our ‘Take Note’ section of 
the newsletter each week. 
 
This week, for our last item, we have chosen the theme of 
SUMMER.  
 
It might not be the summer holiday that we had all 
planned, but we hope it will be still be a good one. 
 
These song choices should get the summer started for 
you…. 
 

Enjoy ☺ 
 
Take a listen to these: 
 
‘Schools out for summer’ by Alice Cooper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Oo8QzDHimQ 

 
‘Sunny Afternoon’ by The Kinks 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYIl6n_SRCI 
 
‘Lovely Day’ by Will Withers 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEeaS6fuUoA 
 
‘Here come the sun’ by The Beatles 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQetemT1sWc 
 
‘Boys of Summer’ by DJ Sammy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNNKIvAcfVo 
 
‘What time is it? From High School Musical 2 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hOP7qPDyI4 
 
‘In summer, the song sings itself’ 
 

See you all soon ☺ 

Mrs Shaw, Mr Moran and Mr Paterson 

Pupil Support Message Board 

Wallace School leavers 

On behalf of all the Pupil Support team and staff at Biggar High, we wish you every success in the future and hope 

wherever you end up, you reflect upon your time at school with fondness. Best wishes and keep in touch. 

Mr Pratt 

Anderson School leavers   

Dear All, I am so sorry that I did not get to see you before the close of school, but I wanted to say a few words.  It 

has been a pleasure and a privilege (most of the time!) to have been your pupil support teacher throughout your 

time at Biggar High School. As you move into the next exciting chapter of your lives remember to be kind, be 

courageous, be ambitious, and be AMAZING. Be all you can be and have no regrets. 

Wishing you all every success and happiness in the future.  Fondest regards. 

Mrs Richardson 

Burns School leavers  

It has been a genuine pleasure getting to know all of you over the past six years.  I am sorry that we didn't get to 

say goodbye to one another so I will take this opportunity to wish each of you the very best of luck for the future.   

Best wishes. 

Mrs MacKintosh 

 

The Pupil Support Team would like to wish all our pupils and their families a safe and peaceful summer break. We 

are really missing you all and hope to be seeing you back in our classes as soon as possible. Take care!  

Mrs Richardson, Mrs Mackintosh, Mr Pratt, Mrs Retson and Mr Good 

Literacy Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Black 

Get a move on children! 

Hopefully they don't learn this! 

And that is on spelling it how you 

say it!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Oo8QzDHimQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYIl6n_SRCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEeaS6fuUoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQetemT1sWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNNKIvAcfVo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hOP7qPDyI4


 

  

 

 

 

 

1314: Battle of Bannockburn; Scotland regains 

independence from England under the leadership of 

Robert Bruce after nearly two decades of war. 

1374: Sudden outbreak of 'St. John's Dance' causes 

people in the streets of Aachen, Germany, to 

experience hallucinations and begin to jump and twitch 

uncontrollably until they collapse from exhaustion. 

1509: Henry VIII is crowned King of England in 

Westminster Abbey  

1793: 1st Republican constitution in France adopted  

1901: 1st exhibition by Pablo Picasso, 19, opens in 

Paris 

1916: Mary Pickford becomes the first female film star 

to get a million dollar contract 

1922: Adolf Hitler begins a month long prison sentence 

for paramilitary operations 

1987: Football star and commonly ranked as best 

player in the world, Lionel Messi, is born in Rosario, 

Argentina. 

2002: The Igandu train disaster in Tanzania kills 281, 

the worst train accident in African history 

2004: Capital punishment (death sentence) is declared 

unconstitutional in New York 

2010: In the longest match in tennis history, American 

John Isner defeats Nicolas Mahut of France at 

Wimbledon after 11 hours and 5 minutes of play over 3 

days 

2016: British Prime Minister David Cameron resigns 

after the UK votes to leave the EU 

 

We hope you have enjoyed our ‘This day in History’ 

segment in our newsletter.   

Have a great summer everyone and we look forward to 

seeing everyone back in August. 

Ms McGhee 

 

 

View from the Street 

Hi everyone this week has been a hive of activity at the 

school, continuing with all the jobs & maintenance to 

be done for everyone coming back to school!  Off to a 

quick start was our resident Pickles, the shy 

hedgehog, don’t worry he never got stuck, he is just 

camera shy, no paparazzi please… who knew they 

could move so fast?...So it’s not goodbye but see you 

soon…definitely challenging times for us all but we will 

all meet again, at Biggar High…Enjoy your summer 

holidays ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jac & the 2 Pauls 

Library Lockdown Reflections 

Who remembers the Summer Reading Challenge?   

Perhaps you took part when you were at primary 

school.  It’s a programme run by public libraries that 

allows younger readers to collect prizes for books they 

read during the school holidays.  This year, it has 

gone online and can be accessed here. 

Why not share with younger family members?  Each 

year, the challenge has a different theme, and the 

theme for 2020 is the Silly Squad, which aims to 

celebrate humour in books.  This week I recommend 

reading something funny that will keep you laughing 

throughout the holidays.   

Have a great break, keep reading, and see you in the 

new term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Horan 

Librarian 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/


Cooking Corner 
How to cook like a BHS Home Economics pupil  
 
Moroccan Couscous (serves 2) 
 
Here is a nice easy summer 
recipe for you to try over the 
holidays. Use it as a side dish to a 
BBQ or a lunchtime snack. It is for 
S2 pupils so everyone can give it 
a go.  
 
Remember before doing any cooking to check with the 
responsible adult within your home. 
 
Enjoy your summer break, eat healthily and see you all in 
August. 
 
Ingredients     Equipment 
50g couscous     Small bowl 
100ml veg/chicken stock   Jug 
1.25ml ginger     Chopping board 
1.25ml cumin     Vegetable Knife 
1.25ml paprika     Garlic Press 
1 garlic clove     Large Pan 
1⁄4 onion      Wooden spatula 
1⁄4 green pepper    Fork 
1⁄4 red pepper     Metal Spool 
1 apricot      Pot stand 
15ml oil  
 
Method  
1. Weigh couscous into small bowl and measure 100ml of 

stock into a jug.  
2. Finely chop the onion and crush the garlic.  
3. Heat oil in a pan, add onion, garlic, ginger, cumin and 

paprika.  
4. Fry over gentle heat for 5 minutes till the onion is soft.  
5. Pour stock into the pan and bring up to boil.  
6. Pour in the couscous in a steady stream and stir.  
7. Cover pan with lid, remove from heat and leave to 

stand for 5 minutes.  
8. Wash and finely dice the peppers.  
9. Chop up apricot.  
10. Fluff up couscous with fork, add peppers and apricot, 

mix and enjoy.  

Life with Loz 

Well folks, that’s it, the end of session 2019 – 2020. 

It’s certainly been a weird one! 

After 12 weeks of shielding, I went into school for the 

first-time last week. I would be lying if I said I wasn’t 

scared, but after an hour or so, it felt just like normal, 

even if it didn’t look quite the same. 

It was great to catch up with friends I hadn’t seen for 

months and get the gossip! Looking forward to much 

more of that when you all return in August! 

I don’t think anyone really knows what it’s going to be 

like come August, but everyone in school is working 

hard to make sure it’s as safe as possible for 

everyone, no matter what changes have been made 

between now and then. 

For those of you that have been working away on 

Google classroom, well done! For those that may not 

have, there’s still time to try a bit before it’s time to 

come back to school! In the meantime, make sure you 

get a proper rest over the 

summer so you’re ready to get 

stuck in when you do come back! 

I’m hoping the distancing rules 

get relaxed a bit more over the 

summer, I’ve 4 months of cuddles 

with my grandson to catch up 

with! He was over at the weekend 

for Father’s Day and brought his 

Papa a lovely 

wee tree for the 

garden which he helped plant and 

his mum made a sweet wee plaque 

which is now in place! Lovely 

memories for a memorable year. 

Anyway, hope every one of you has 

a great summer, even if we can’t go 

away on holidays that we might 

have had planned, and I look 

forward to catching up with you all soon. 

Stay safe and be good, Love, Loz xx 

BHS Key Contacts  

Mr Stewart Head Teacher gw11stewartrobert2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Rose Depute Head, S4-S6 Year Head gw07roseannette@glow.sch.uk 

Ms Clingan Depute Head, S3 Year Head, Child Protection Officer gw19clinganelizabeth@glow.sch.uk 

Ms McFarlane Depute Head, S1-2 Year Head,  P7 Transition gw07mcfarlanedenise3@glow.sch.uk 

Mr Good PT Pupil Support, 3B2, 3W2 and 2A1  gw07gooddaniel@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs MacKintosh PT Pupil Support, Burns (excluding 3B2) gw07mackintoshdonna2@glow.sch.uk 

Mr Pratt PT Pupil Support, Wallace (excluding 3W2) gw07prattstephen2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Richardson PT Pupil Support, Anderson (excluding 2A1) gw07richardsongilli2@glow.sch.uk 

Mrs Retson PT ASN & Support for Learning gw07retsonkathryn@glow.sch.uk 

School Office General Enquiries office@biggar.s-lanark.sch.uk  
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mailto:gw07prattstephen2@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07richardsongilli2@glow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07retsonkathryn@glow.sch.uk
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P7 TRANSITION 
 

  

Draw a Poster Advertising Your Favourite Film/Book 

Last week’s P7 challenge, to draw a poster advertising your favourite book/film, was particularly difficult to 
judge.  The standard of the work was so high!!!  The photograph below shows a selection of some of my 
favourite entries. 

 

Congratulations to everyone who entered the challenge and thank you for making my job so tricky.  Clearly, we 
have a lot of budding artists in the new S1 at Biggar High. 

 

Next Challenge 

Our next P7 challenge involves materials from the ‘Biggar High School Welcome Pack’.  In the pack pupils 
should have received a letter from our headteacher Mr Stewart, a scientific calculator, a booklet from Miss 
Owens in Science and a packet of seeds.  Our P7s will be logging into their Google Classrooms to find details of 
the challenge, which include a Loom video (can also access here), a seeds powerpoint presentation and the 
welcome pack Science booklet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a great summer everyone! 

Miss McFarlane 

After much deliberation, the winners are….. 

Isabel C Sophie P Ruth B  Paige R Ben R Liam M 

https://www.loom.com/share/793c6010fee04d238254d242b98fa898


Please follow BHS 
on Twitter     

  

It would never have happened if it was not for lockdown…………. 

I am not a technophobe just a very practical person who will put in the work if it is fit for purpose. I have loved the opportunity of being 
creative in a different way and astounded myself by using phrases like “add audio, convert 
to MP4, upload to Google drive “ which could not have happened without Ms Clingan’s 
organised technology CPD and the wonderful teachers that volunteered to show what they 
were doing, thank you all it is invaluable. Miss McFarlane has been lovely not to laugh at 
me when I said I gave her my first ever “like” and was that how to use it appropriately. Also, 
Mr Stewart for allowing me to enter the school premises at the end of each week to upload 
all next weeks lessons due to my Internet or lack of it. 

When Pupil Support emailed regarding pupils stressed with Google Classroom, I hope pupils 
you could feel our empathy radiating through your device, we were feeling the same. To 
teach a practical subject where you rarely sit down, then to be sat in front of a computer all 
day was exhausting but as usual BHS pupils pulled it off and made it a joy to open up and 
see what they had completed/created each week. I get angry when the news says pupils 
are missing out on learning as they obviously have not seen all your hard work. 

So, if it was not for lockdown I could not have differentiated work for different skill levels in 
the new National 5 Fashion and Textile Technology Course. Pupils who were just starting 
the course were sent out fabric to start a portfolio of seams. Five pupils who had taken the 
subject in S3 were all sent out a pattern, fabric and notions to make a baby dress and 4 
weeks later look what they have achieved. 

Over the weeks I have sent to the newsletter the wonderful food Practical Cookery and 
Cake craft have made and here is what my S1 now S2 Class  produced.  Well done all, despite the lack of 
ingredients. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, the most previous gift to be given, which would not have happened if it was not for lockdown, is 
from all the pupils who have fully engaged in the work and I hope we can build on this in August.  Also pupils 
who have been disengaged from school for a long period and found this medium more suitable to learn.  
Hopefully we can adapt and continue this learning environment. 

So, I thank you all for giving me so much joy in this extraordinary time and I have had some great laughs.   

Have a wonderful summer. 

Tamara Tabitha 

Anabel Elleanor 

Joseph Poppy Lauren Harry 

Esma Lily Esme 

Mrs Brown 

Anna Molly 

Molly 

If it was not for lockdown I would not have seen a 
picture of Anna from a fellow guinea pig lover or 
chatted to a fellow crafter, who I do not teach this 
year, on what we are making just now, thank you so 
much. 

If it was not for lockdown Mrs Rose and I would have 
never had the delight of opening up Google 
Classroom to pictures of plasticine dogs and a blu-
tac octopus as pupils practise modelling skills for 
cake craft. 

Eilidh  



Make your voice heard! 

The Scottish Youth Parliament would like your views to inform their 2021-26 Manifesto 

'From Scotland's Young People'.  

As the democratically elected voice of Scotland's young people, the issues SYP focus 

and take action on come directly from the concerns raised by 12-25 years olds across the 

country. In this survey, you people will be asked for your opinion on a range of 

statements, covering topics such climate change, when the school day should start and how the Scottish 

Government should protect your futures in the aftermath of COVID-19.  

By sharing your views in this consultation, you will directly shape SYPs work over the next five years as well as 

help them inform Scotland’s political parties on what changes young people would like to see in the next Scottish 

Parliamentary term.  

The survey is open to all young people aged 12-25, who live in Scotland, and will close on 19th September 

2020.  

This manifesto is SYP’s biggest consultation - make sure voice is included!  

Please share this survey on social media using the hashtag #FromScotlandsYoungPeople. Follow @OfficialSYP 

on Twitter for updates as the manifesto progresses.  

To find out more about SYP and their work, visit www.syp.org.uk.  

Get Involved! 

 

https://www.surveygizmo.eu/s3/90236199/From-Scotland-s-Young-People-SYP-s-Manifesto-2021-2026
https://twitter.com/OfficialSYP?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.syp.org.uk/


Please follow 
BHS 

  

Last week’s  Emoji Quiz Answers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riddle Answers:  1.  Silence 2. Queue 

Last weeks Mental Maths answers: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next week (Monday19

th
 June – Friday 3

rd
 July), for one week only 

 
Pop-up 500 Words competition 

 
“We want to bring children’s voices onto the themes and issues emerging from the Black Lives Matter 
movement.  …Your words have the power to change you and the world around you. …We want you 
to use your imagination and draw on your own thoughts and experiences when it comes to Black 
Lives Matter and some of the changes we are seeing in 2020. Then, write a creative short story in no 
more than 500 words. 
Don’t enter to win…enter because you want your voice to be heard and enjoy storytelling in a 
way only you can.  ...Be unafraid and see where your ideas take you!” 
Full details: https://500words.me/ 

A joke a minute!  Enjoy our final staff video 

 https://youtu.be/zyvRyjhK3RM  

 

Get Involved! 

https://500words.me/
https://youtu.be/zyvRyjhK3RM


Access to free sanitary products 

Biggar Community Action Group (BCAG) are aware that normal points in Biggar for 

access to free sanitary products - the Public Toilets, The Library and The High School are 

currently unavailable. We want to ensure packs are available to whomever needs them 

and so there will be a plastic container located outside St Mary's Hall in Northback 

Road with the BCAG logo on it as well as a logo stating Daisy Chain project. These 

products are free to ANYONE who needs them - pupils, sisters, mums, aunts etc. 

No need to ask anyone, just take a pack if needed. 

LOOK AFTER YOURSELF! 

EMOTIONAL WELLBEING 
Maintaining good emotional wellbeing during the summer 

 

For most of us, summer is likely to be different from the one we planned as social distancing guidelines remain 

in place.   

 

Please find below links to resources which you and / or your children may find helpful in keeping good emotional 

wellbeing at this time. 

 

SOURCES OF GENERAL ADVISE AND SUPPORT—MENTAL HEALTH, EMOTIONAL WELLBEING 

 

https://www.seemescotland.org/young-people/ 
See Me Scotland - Information and resources for young people, parents / carers and other adults 
 
https://www.gamh.org.uk/young-people-mental-health-tips/ 
Glasgow Association for Mental Health - Health and Wellbeing advice for young people 
 
https://www.nhslanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk/services/camhs/ 

Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services.  Details on the services offered by CAMHS Lanarkshire 
 
HELPLINES 
 
Community Helplines (for support with shopping,  
prescriptions etc.) 
SLC Community Helpline:                0303 123 1009 
Biggar, Thankerton,  
Covington & Quothquan,                  073 76 318 724  
Dolphinton, Libberton                       079 01 686 759 
                                                         079 66 633 428 
Symington:                                       078 07 235 811 
Tarbrax, Auchengray, Woolfords      074 94 034 025 
& surrounding area                      contact@wotif.scot 
 
COVID – 19 Sources of Help & Advice 
NHS Lanarkshire (Public Distress-Covid 19) Helpline 01698 687 567 
 
Emergency Social Work:   0303 123 1008 
This number will link you to the area office during office hours or the emergency out of hours service 
  
Emergency Services: 999 
 
Local police office: 101 

KEY RESOURCE 

www.elament.org.uk  “Lanarkshire’s first stop for online mental health and wellbeing, providing information for 

people seeking assistance with mental health problems”, including a directory of available services” 

https://www.seemescotland.org/young-people/
https://www.gamh.org.uk/young-people-mental-health-tips/
https://www.nhslanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk/services/camhs/
http://www.elament.org.uk


Clothing grants and free school meals 
Applications can now be made for the academic year 2020/21 starting in August 2020. For information on the 
qualifying criteria and how to apply, go to http://orlo.uk/LTSO7  

Aye Feel 
A new resource from Young Scot and @Scotgov where young people can 
access quality-assured information and links to expert support to help them 
manage their emotional wellbeing. https://youngscot.net/news-database/
ayefeel 
 
 
 

The Wellbeing Fund, are delivering five free webinars aimed at parents and carers of children with additional sup-
port needs.  These webinars aim to provide a space where people can connect, share and learn together under the guid-
ance of expert trainers.  
 
Tuesday, 7 July 2020, 10.30am-12pm (FREE) 
Discussing coronavirus and lockdown with children/teens with ASN 
Delivered by Corrie McLean, Three Sisters Consultancy 
 
Monday, 20 July 2020, 3pm-4.30pm (FREE) 
Supporting children/teens with ASN to manage health anxieties 
Delivered by Corrie McLean, Three Sisters Consultancy 
 
Thursday, 23 July 2020, 10.30am-12pm (FREE) 
Understanding children's rights and additional support requirements 
Delivered by My Rights, My Say 
 
Tuesday, 28 July 2020, 10.30am-12pm (FREE) 
Creating positive home routines for children/teens with ASN 
Delivered by Corrie McLean, Three Sisters Consultancy 
 
Friday, 31 July 2020, 3pm-4.30pm (FREE) 
Supporting children/teens with ASN with their transition back to schooling 
Delivered by Corrie McLean, Three Sisters Consultancy  

https://t.co/62fjersKOd?amp=1
https://youngscot.net/news-database/ayefeel
https://youngscot.net/news-database/ayefeel
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/children-in-scotland-20206726841
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/children-in-scotland-20206726841
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/children-in-scotland-20206726841
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/children-in-scotland-20206726841
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