
Biggar High – Staged Return   emailed to parents 5/8/20 

Dear parent/ carer, 
 
This brief initial note is to provide you with information on our planned staged return for 
our pupils starting next week. It will be great to see our school community back again and all 
together at the one time. 
 
You will be fully aware that, although we are working towards a full return of all our pupils, 
there are a series of risk management measures we need to put in place to ensure that the 
return for all  is done in a way that maximises safety and, wherever possible, reduces 
anxiety for everyone in our school community. 
 
Our 'new' normal will require the implementation of a series of safety measures designed to 
re-assure parents, pupils and staff in the weeks and months ahead and our first three days 
next week will be designed to ensure that pupils are fully briefed, aware of and re-assured 
by these measures and processes 
 
To this end all Clydesdale secondary schools are implementing a broadly similar phased 
return; our plan will run as follows: 
 
Wednesday- S1 and S5/6 pupils return- this allows us time to issue timetables, consolidate 
safety arrangements, provide a full induction for our 'new starts' (which we were unable to 
achieve in June for obvious reasons) and to begin the process with our seniors of looking at 
any options changes/ appeals procedures from our SQA results which need to be processed, 
while beginning to consolidate work set from the timetable change in May when we were 
working remotely. 
 
Thursday- S1 continue and S4 return. This gives S1 a full timetable day to let them settle 
into the new routines of a secondary school and allows staff time to work with our new S4s 
and begin the process of identifying course progress so far from our remote learning 
programme May to June. 
 
Friday- S2 and S3 return , be issued with their new timetables and S5/6 complete their 
second day with us. This allows us to do inductions with our new S2 and S3 pupils into our 
new circumstances and with our senior pupils the opportunity to finalise options choices/ 
changes so that all seniors start in their agreed classes from the Monday (17th) 
 
WEDNESDAY: S1/ S5/ S6 
THURSDAY: S1/S4 
FRIDAY: S2/S3/S5/S6 
 
From Monday 17th we will welcome all back to school on their new timetables. The 
timetables will revert to the original planned timetables we had arranged for pupils as we 
feel that a return to normal curriculum arrangements is the best way to create confidence 
and stability in our pupils' learning journeys. 
 



A full parent briefing will be issued via e-mail and placed on our website on Thursday 
afternoon outlining the key arrangements we are putting in place to ensure that, wherever 
possible, we mitigate any health an safety risks within our school environment in relation to 
COVID 19. 
 
Can I also take this opportunity to congratulate our seniors and teaching staff for strong 
performances at all levels of qualifications this year. I know there have been ongoing 
'discussions and debates' about procedures and consequences emanating from the SQA 
certification process. Like all schools we celebrate significant successes and have identified 
a minority of areas where pupils have achieved estimated grades.  
 
Our initial analysis notes that our concordance in relation to estimates versus certification 
is very strong and we can give clear assurances that, where any pupil has not been 
awarded a grade that matches teacher estimate, our staff will complete the process of 
pulling together relevant appeals information next week on their return and contacting 
pupils concerned to receive permission to lodge said appeals, if this has not already been 
done.  
 

Separate but soon together 🙂 
 
 
Robert 
 
 
 
 
Mr R Stewart 
Headteacher 
Biggar High School 
Market Road 
Biggar ML12 6AG 
01899 222050 
 


