
 

 

 

Dear parent/ carer, 

Just a quick reminder that next week the school will be closed and pupils return on Monday 19th. 

With regards to our present situation I am pleased that the mitigations we have put in place 

continue to offer re-assurance to all in our school community and would again thank you for your 

co-operation and understanding in all that we are doing to keep your children safe and look after 

their wellbeing. 

We will be taking stock over the holiday week and exploring any other ways in which we can further 

mitigate risk and offer re-assurance. 

 All pupils S1-S6 have been invited to respond to a questionnaire set up by Mrs Retson, myself and 

our school captains, Coll and Fin, intended to  capture views on the processes we have put in place 

so far. I would encourage you to invite your child to compete and comment through this 

questionnaire (Google form on the PSE Classrooms) which will remain open until Monday 19th. 

In relation to SQA National Qualifications you will be aware of the statement made by Deputy First 

Minister, John Swinney, to the Scottish Parliament on Wednesday with regard to plans for NQ 

delivery for session 2020/21. We welcome the clarity that this now brings in relation to no exams for 

our National 5 pupils and a delay to the exam diet to mid-May for Higher and Advanced Higher.  

We await subject specific information about individual subject course and assessment requirements 

and have been promised this before the end of the month. From this point, we will make 

appropriate plans in terms of course progression and assessment planning to ensure that all our 

pupils undertaking qualifications at whatever level are informed of this and together we have a clear 

plan and awareness of expectations in the weeks and months ahead. 

Wherever possible, we will endeavour to strike a balance between ensuring that coursework is 

delivered effectively and that pupil performance is captured at regular intervals to inform the 

professional judgments about levels that teachers be asked to make. 

I am acutely aware of the additional pressures brought to bear on our pupils and our staff by the 

circumstances we find ourselves in and will strive to ensure that the stresses that our senior pupils 

will no doubt be experiencing are minimised as far as possible in the coming months. I think our 

pupils are already aware that this is a year where consistency of effort and application is key to 

success and that all are up to this challenge.  

On that note, at all levels of school life I know that you will support your child emotionally (and 

where possible academically with their studies) with the knowledge that if you have any concerns 

that we are only a phone call away from offering guidance and advice. 



Finally can I reiterate that in these times of ongoing uncertainty it is our obligation to provide 

stability and continuity to our pupils and their families. In the weeks and months ahead I am aware 

that economic pressures on some of our families will increase and to offer the hand of confidential 

support if at any time any of you require assistance to support your child’s school experience. 

I sign off with the words of the Irish poet, Derek Mahon . . . 

 

How should I not be glad to contemplate 

The clouds clearing beyond the dormer window 

And a high tide reflected on the ceiling? 

There will be dying, there will be dying, 

But there is no need to go into that. 

The lines flow from the hand unbidden 

And the hidden source is the watchful heart: 

The sun rises in spite of everything 

And the far cities are beautiful and bright. 

I lie here in the riot of sunlight 

Watching the day break and the clouds flying. 

Everything is going to be all right 

 

Hoping our pupils have a restful week . . .  

Take good care. 

Robert 

 


