
 

 

'Hope' is the thing with feathers- 

That perches in the soul- 

And sings the tune without the words- 

And never stops- at all 

 

Emily Dickenson 

 

 

Dear parent/ carer, 

I hope this finds you well and in good spirits. 

A few updates for your attention as we move towards our journey into Level 4 in 

Lanarkshire. For the school there is little change if any to the structures and routines that 

we have now established and that staff and pupils are engaging with so well. 

My praise to all our S1/S2 classes for adapting to the changes to alphabetical seating in most 

classes- we are aware that change is sometimes difficult and a test of individual resilience 

but there have been no concerns about this in the four days since our return on Tuesday. 

 

One change next week which is designed to further minimise risk is that we are encouraging 

all S1/S2 pupils on the days they have PE to come to school with PE kit and they can wear 

kit all day. This is a change from the previous rules with these year groups where before 

they could come to school in PE in the morning if they had PE before lunch and change/ or 

stay in kit until the end of the day and the journey home if they had PE in the afternoon. 

This change is to limit the need for pupils to change in changing rooms and further reduce 

mixing. I would ask that pupils ensure that they still have a change or a set of layers that 

they can use as the day moves on, if required. Level 4 means that all PE is again outdoors, 

and we would note that on days of really inclement weather pupils will be in classrooms for 

PE, rather than outside. I share the frustration of our PE team during this whole process as I 

know they are disappointed at not being able to offer their range of usual activities. I know, 

based on Mr Robertson's conversations with me, that pupils are fully appreciative and 

understanding of this and engagement and positivity remains high. 



For all our pupils, as we move into lower temperatures, can I remind them to make sure that 

are bringing layers that will make working in classes as comfortable as possible. Trying to 

maintain a regular heat alongside adequate natural ventilation is a balancing act at present 

and we will keep a watchful eye on this to make sure pupils (and staff) are working in as 

comfortable and as safe an environment as possible. 

My thanks also to our senior pupil leaders for trying to run a 'remote' charity week, which 

culminated in our dress down day today. They have worked tirelessly to run activities and 

filmed them for showing on the specially created Youtube channel which pupils an access 

via the appropriate QR code and through information posted on PSE classrooms. Pupils 

were issued this morning with a short briefing leaflet about what dementia is and why fund-

raising for the Dementia UK charity is so important. Donations can be made through 

Parentpay and/ or through the specially set up Just Giving page and both will remain open 

until next Friday. We will continue to publicise some of the events that took place over the 

next week to allow as many of our pupils (and others in our school community) to view 

them. 

Mask wearing in school continues to be met with full commitment. Could I remind pupils to 

ensure that as masks are now being worn more (especially in senior school) that mask 

hygiene is vitally important, and pupils should be taking the responsibility upon themselves 

to wash masks regularly as per agreed advice or if using disposable masks that these are 

replaced regularly and disposed of safely. 

I know the next three weeks will be challenging in terms of the restrictions placed on us all, 

but it is for the greater good. School plays a huge role in providing our young people with 

structure, nurture and the chance to socialise safely and we will work our way through this 

period in as caring and supportive a way as we can. 

Finally, a reminder to keep checking up on school news via our newsletter, website and 

twitter. If there are any school related issues in the weeks ahead where we can offer 

support/ assistance, please let us know. 

 

 

Take good care. 

Robert 

 


