
 

 

 

 

Dear parent/ carer, 

I hope this finds you all well. 

In advance of the Christmas holidays can I take this opportunity to pass on a few updates in relation to our 

circumstances before and during the festive break and draw your attention to communications that will be 

heading your way at some point in the near future. 

FRIDAY 

Just a quick reminder that Friday is a ‘Dress Down’/ Christmas Jumper’ day for pupils and we are inviting 

pupils/ families to consider making a donation where they can to ‘Social Bite’ (please do not go to the hassle of 

rushing about to buy an Xmas jumper for your child just for Friday). 

The list of possible donations for Social Bite is comprehensive and we would ask that smaller items are 

considered- children’s toys/ hot water bottles/ socks/ warm clothing/ hats and gloves/ torch/ soaps and 

toiletries/ beauty products/ cutlery.  

It is our plan to transport what we collect through to a central store in Edinburgh at the start of next week and 

on behalf of our school pupil leadership team can I thank you in advance for any donations. Pupils can leave 

what they bring in for Social Bite in trolleys at the front entrance to the school on Friday morning when they 

arrive. 

Usually at the end of term, we involve ourselves in a range of activities including our Christmas Concert and 

our traditional school visit to Biggar Kirk. Unfortunately, these events are not running for obvious reasons, 

however musical performances from a range of our talented young musicians have been posted for viewing in 

school this week and links to these will be made available in our final Christmas newsletter (‘bumper edition’) 

which will be issued to all pupils/ parents on Monday. 

This final newsletter carries a wide range of information about what we have been doing recently and I would 

recommend a good read through this at the start of the week. My thanks for Mrs Gilchrist for taking the time 

to put this together in its new, more colourful and engaging format ☺ 

Our Christmas service will be ‘delivered’ by video in all classes on Friday period 5 as a fitting way to bring the 

last full school week to a close. My thanks to Rev Fucella for taking the time to put together his thoughts and 

to our staff/ pupil choir who will round off the service. A link to this will also be included in the newsletter and 

posted on our website. 

 

 

 

 



Monday/ Tuesday 

School will be open as per usual on Monday/ Tuesday (close at 2.30 p.m.). We have been advised to pass on to 

all in our school community information that if the numbers in classes are reduced significantly then, where 

practical, we will be moving to 2 metre distancing in classes so as to further reduce any possible test and 

protect cases where pupils may be required to self-isolate if we are made aware of one of their classmates 

contracting the virus in these last days. 

It is my sincere hope that none of the following procedures will need to be activated, however, . . a letter from 

the Education Director outlining more details of this will be issued in due course.  

You will be asked to continue to be prudent (as you have been so successfully to date ☺) and ensure that 

anyone with COVID symptoms does not attend school in these last 2/3 days.  

If a Biggar High pupil tests positive during the holiday period then NHS Test and Protect protocol will be 

triggered. The contact tracing team will contact parents and, if necessary, request Education HQ (who will have 

access to all relevant school details) to identify any close contacts (if your child is positive before next Friday 

(as the tracing looks back 48 hours) and contact will then be made with anyone who needs to self-isolate. 

There is no requirement for you to inform me your child has tested positive during the holiday period but I 

have no objection to being contacted if required (stewartrobert2@glow.sch.uk) 

If your child does contract the virus at some point later in the festive holiday and may continue to need to self-

isolate after our return on January  6th,  a call to the school informing us of this would be welcomed on our 

return.  

 

Other Information 

➢ Options 

We have decided this year to do away with the ‘dummy’ options run at the start of January and simplify the 

process. Pupils and parents will be informed of the details of the process and the new timeline for each year 

group before the end of this term. Obviously we will not be able to run the usual Options Evenings for parents 

in February/ March but will put together in early February a detailed presentation for all to view outlining all 

the key points required to inform parents how best to support their child through our options choice 

programme. 

➢ Website 

We have an ongoing ‘fault’ with our website front page at the moment which is distorting the look of the page 

and not allowing us to post information in certain formats. We hope this will be resolved soon. 

➢ GUARDIAN e-mail 

At some point between now and mid-January you will receive an e-mail inviting you to access the Guardian e-

mail which will from this time (week beginning 18/1/21) provide you with an overview of pupil homework/ 

home study posted on your child’s Google Classrooms. A letter explaining the process will be with you shortly. 

 

Thanks in advance for your co-operation in these matters. 

Take good care. 

Robert 

 


