
 
 
 
6 January 2021 
 
Dear parent/ carer 
 
This will hopefully provide you with as detailed an update as to new school procedures 
based on the recent decision to move to a system of remote learning for the foreseeable 
future. It was pleasing to note today that in addition to none of our pupils being affected by 
Covid in school last term, this positive picture remained over the festive holiday period as 
well. 
 
Although the First Minister has noted that the situation will be reviewed later this month I 
have a strong sense that we will be in this position until mid-February at the earliest and 
much of any future decision making will be based on health and safety risk assessments 
rather than educational rationales and, at this point, this is only just and reasonable. 
 
From Monday, work will begin to be posted on pupils' Google Classrooms.  
 
Over the festive period I have been made aware of problems with some pupils not being 
able to access/upload their Google Classrooms but as far as I am aware this has now been 
resolved (If google classroom is missing from your child’s Glow launch pad simply ask them 
to add the app from the launch pad App Library and this should solve the problem). If there 
are any ongoing issues with accessing any Google Classroom then please make sure your 
child contacts their Pupil Support teacher or our IT co-ordinator, Mrs Thomson, in the first 
instance (contact details below). 
 
GOOGLE CLASSROOMS- general 
 
Having spoken to several classes before we finished up for the holidays, I am re-assured by 
pupils' expression of confidence in their own abilities to access and work through the 
Classrooms and also their view that teachers are now much more intuitive about posting 
work and providing feedback in an appropriate manner. Please be reminded that our core 
provision will be to post suitable and appropriate learning materials/ classwork work on the 
Classrooms and your child's teachers will endeavour to respond to any issues and provide 
feedback as quickly as they can. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In overview our pupil/ parent survey in August noted that pupils preferred work to be 
posted at the start of the week and this then allowed them to plan out the rest of their 
week accordingly. This is the general principle we will adhere to this time round.  
 
For all pupils it should be noted that we are fully aware that remote learning is in no way 
ideal and cannot replicate school-based contact, teacher engagement/support and the most 
effective lesson delivery. Our teaching staff will strive to provide and deliver materials in as 
engaging way as they can and we will provide more details on this once we have a clearer 
idea as to how long we will be in this situation. 
 
We are also aware- and I will re-iterate this message constantly- that we expect pupils to do 
what they can when they can taking individual family circumstances and situations into 
account and to remind pupils to strike a balance between schoolwork and leisure/ family 
time to ensure wherever possible that their own sense of wellbeing remains of the highest 
importance. 
 
On paper- having recently issued chromebooks to identified pupils as part of the Scot Gov 
equity programme- we are in a situation now where we believe all pupils have access to 
some form of appropriate IT. If this is not the case, please contact the school and we will 
seek to provide IT as soon as possible. We are also aware of the problems of wi-fi signal 
strength in certain households and local communities and are aware that in some cases 
there will be competition for bandwidth as more parents will now be home-working. 
 
SENIOR PUPILS- GOOGLE CLASSROOMS 
 
The prelim schedule will be cancelled. From our point of view this is not a major issue as 
these assessments were designed primarily to be formative in nature and to give teachers 
and pupils an indication of course progress at the 'halfway stage' of course completion. 
More information re. future assessments will be passed on in due course but for the months 
of January and February the focus will be on working through course materials and 
embedding understanding of these. The basic rule will be that work will be posted on a 
Monday/ Tuesday and teachers will be available for consultation through the Google 
Classrooms at the times where pupils’ normal subject periods presently run.  
 
JUNIOR PUPILS- GOOGLE CLASSROOMS 
 
As noted above there may be circumstances where your child cannot work through all 
subject materials issued. For our S2 and S3 pupils we would ask that they now begin 
thinking about the subjects they are planning to take on next year and prioritise these most 
of all. For our S1 pupils who are relatively new to Google Classrooms we would ask that 
pupils work through what they can when they can to the best of their ability. As with senior 
pupils, work will be issued mainly on Mondays/ Tuesdays and this will allow junior pupils to 
plan their week ahead. Pupils can use the Classrooms to contact their teachers at the times 
when they would have these subjects in school. 
 
 



 
GUARDIAN E-MAIL/ PUPIL ENGAGEMENT 
 
To parents, please note that we hope to have the Guardian e-mail system fully up and 
running by the end of the month and this will allow you to see what work has been posted 
and what work has been completed/ remains outstanding. Invitation e-mails will be sent to 
you over the next few weeks. 
 
In addition, teaching staff will complete an 'engagement log' each fortnight which will 
measure participation for all pupils in each subject in a green/ amber/ red scale to allow us 
to track how well pupils are engaging with online lessons. Pupil Support staff may follow up 
on this in a supportive way where engagement appears low across the board. 
 
Some teaching staff will pilot online 'live lessons' to judge the efficacy of these and 
information on these will be passed on directly to pupils through their Classrooms in the 
weeks ahead- any ‘live’ lessons or ‘live’ clinics will be set at times when pupils have this 
subject as part of their normal school timetable. Please remind pupils of the user agreement 
that was issued to them (S1-S4 via Maths Classrooms and S5/6 via PSE classrooms) 
 
PUPIL OPTIONS 
 
Normally we would be starting the Options processes early in the new year. In our present 
circumstances we will still proceed with this process but will delay the start of this for a few 
weeks.  
 
Options booklets will be posted online next week to allow pupils presently in S2/S3/S4 and 
S5 to begin thinking about next year's planning in terms of course/ subject choice and we 
will develop online Google Forms to capture initial options choices- more details and 
parental support to facilitate this will follow shortly. 
 
REPORTS 
 
As most of our reporting procedures are carried out in school we will need to look at and 
adapt our reporting modelling this term. Reports for all year groups will be issued but we 
may need to revise the formats we use to accommodate this. Again, more specific details 
will follow once we have a clearer idea of how long we will be away from school. 
 
EQUITY/ SUPPORT 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us at any time over the next few 
weeks if there are any issues where we can offer help/ advice/ support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
KEY CONTACTS 
 
Pupil Support 
 

 Anderson House- Gillian Richardson (gw07richardsongilli2@glow.sch.uk) 

 Burns House- Donna Mackintosh (gw07mackintoshdonna2@glow.sch.uk) 

 Wallace House- Stephen Pratt (gw07prattstephen2@glow.sch.uk) 
 

 IT issues- Fiona Thomson (gw07thomsonfiona@glow.sch.uk) 
 
The school office will also be staffed every day with core hours 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Tel: 01899 222050 
Email: office@biggar.s-lanark.sch.uk 
 
If there are any clarifications required based on this initial bulletin please let us know. 
 
Many thanks and take good care. 
 
Robert  
 
(gw11stewartrobert@glow.sch.uk) 
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