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Dear parent/ carer/ pupil, 

Please find below details of our planned return for the three-week block from Monday 15th through to Thursday April 1st. We have tried- within the 

many external constraints placed upon us- to provide a plan that allows as much face to face teacher contact and timetable continuity as possible. 

When pupils are in school, they will be following their normal timetable at all times and we would ask that they ensure they bring all the relevant 

materials- jotters/ text books etc. as under normal circumstances. 

From Monday, the focus for lesson delivery will be school-based. Work set by the class teacher in school should be completed at home by pupils working 

independently and meeting agreed deadlines for submission/ return. 

If there are any further clarifications required please let us know by return. 

 

Principles/ background details 

Our timetable is constrained by 2m distancing in school and 1m distancing on transport . . . 

 Seniors return as noted 50% alphabetically 

 

 Junior pupils return as noted 33% alphabetically on agreed days. 

 

 Maximum capacity of 12* in a classroom and 10 in a practical room 
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Seniors 50% Group A- surname (A-K)/ Group B- surname (L-Z) 
 

Juniors 33% Group A- surname S1 and S2 (A-G)/ surname S3 (A-F)  
Group B- surname S1 and S2 (H-Mc)/ surname S3 (G-Mc) 
Group C- S1-3 surname (after Mc-Z) 

 

 

March 15th- April 1st model 
     

 Week Group Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

week 1 
beginning 
15th 
March 

S4-S6 A (A-K) A (A-K) B (L-Z) B (L-Z) B (L-Z) 

 
S1-S3 

 
 
A  B  C  A    - 

week 2 
beginning 
22nd 
March 

S4-S6 B (L-Z) B (L-Z) A (A-K) A (A-K) A (A-K) 

S1-S3 
B  C  A  B    - 

week 3 
beginning 
29th 
March 

S4-S6 A (A-K) A (A-K) B (L-Z) B (L-Z) 

  
  

S1-S3 
C  A B C  
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CLASS SET-UPS 

AIM- all pupils in school access face to face learning with their teacher and follow their normal daily timetable; all pupils 

at home have access to in-school lesson materials where possible- either live or through work posted on existing Google 

Classrooms. 

Our plan gives in-school continuity of teacher across all year groups, but smaller groups in S1-S3 to allow more one-to-one or small group 

support/ consolidation. All junior pupils will have one Monday/ Tuesday/ Wednesday/ Thursday in school across the 3-week block. 

When pupils are in from the 15th, some in school lessons may be ‘live’ for those who are at home- teachers will communicate details of this to 

pupils in advance via their Google Classrooms, either in the stream or in the classwork tab.  

Our aim is that, where possible and practical, what happens in the class with 50% of our seniors and 33% of our juniors is made available to 

those still at home and that pupils not in school will work independently on work set in school to be completed by a time/ date agreed by their 

class teacher.  

Pupils are encouraged to bring in their own IT/ phone where possible (but being reminded they do so at their own risk) and to bring in any 

chrome books which have been loaned out to them since January, as the number of chrome books available to book in school for whole class 

lessons will be limited.  

Practical subjects where there are more than 6/8 pupils in S1-S3 may decide not to undertake any ‘practical’ work (depending on numbers) 

and may instead concentrate on key aspects of theory relating to that subject. 

Fridays will be kept clear for senior pupils only to allow teachers some dedicated time to meet and plan for the week ahead and to work on 

senior phase moderation and quality assurance in advance of required senior pupils’ assessments in April/ May. This will also allow junior 

pupils a day to do consolidation of work done in classes Monday-Thursday as required or take a morning away from phones/ computers/ 

laptops to allow time to focus on wider well-being/ family life/ hobbies etc. . . . 

 



4 
 

 

SAFETY MITIGATIONS 

Lateral testing 

All pupils (S1-S6) will be encouraged to participate in lateral flow testing twice a week (as has already been the case with our existing senior 

returners). This is to help identify asymptomatic individuals at the earliest opportunity and to enhance the confidence of staff, pupils and 

families. We do recognise participation is voluntary, however we would encourage all staff and pupils to opt-in to this lateral testing 

programme. 

Pupils under the age of 16 will ask parents to complete a consent form and we recommend the tests are undertaken at home on Sundays and 

Wednesdays. 

Arrangements for pupil kit distribution and consent form return will be organised and in place by the morning of the 15th and issued to pupils 

thereafter on their first scheduled day back in school. 

A video link on lateral testing is available for you to view: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ 

Classrooms 

All rooms will be well ventilated at all times and windows opened fully at intervals and lunchtimes.  

Compliance from August to December was excellent and we want to keep that school community togetherness working on our return. All 

pupils (S1-S6) should follow existing agreed rules re. hand-sanitising, masking in and out of class and wiping down desks etc. as per previous 

guidance. S1-S3 pupils are now asked to wear masks in class as well as at all other times in the school building at morning start, intervals, 

lunch-time and class changeovers when in corridors. Pupils will be encouraged at all times to think and work at keeping a 2m distancing in 

school corridors and social spaces.  

 



5 
 

 

Masks 

Based on recent research with regards further minimising aerosol spread, we are asking pupils to wear 2-layer masks for additional protection 

and not wear thinner disposable masks. We have a full supply and can provide pupils with 2-layer masks if required. As always, we would invite 

pupils/ parents to ensure mask hygiene is given the importance it deserves. 

 

The school day timings 

Pupils will be invited into school from 8.30 a.m. and be encouraged then to go straight to classes after hand sanitising as they enter the 

building. 

Pupils will be allowed out of school at lunchtimes on the advice/ trust that at all times they adhere to 2m distancing and follow agreed safety 

rules in our local community. Pupils can ‘socialise’ in the Games Hall and The Street and Drama Studio at intervals/ lunchtimes on the day(s) 

they are in school as long as they adhere to 2m distancing, but will be encouraged to go outside and walk/ take fresh air at these times. 

A ‘no bell’ policy will continue to ease pupil flow. Interval and lunchtime timings will be as before, although capacity for pupils to be in social 

areas with 2m distancing will need to be carefully managed. As previously, there will be a staggered release at the end of the school day from 

3.30 onwards to ease congestion at key exit points around the school. A bell will sound at end of school day (3.40 p.m.) to ensure pupils are 

out for buses in time. 

 

HEALTH and WELLBEING 

It may be too obvious to note, but simply being back in school and mixing with classmates, friends and teachers is for us the most important 

part of any Health and Wellbeing plan. In addition, we will be running PSE and PE. PE classes (outdoors) will run as per normal timetable for all 

year groups. On the days that pupils have PE during this three-week block, pupils can wear their kit all day as this will limit any pressures on 

changing facilities within the PE department. However, pupils can bring a change of clothing if so desired. As previously, we would encourage 
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pupils to dress appropriately in layers on days where the weather is not great and pack a change of clothing if the next day’s forecast is for wet 

weather. 

TRANSPORT 

Transport will run as usual with normal pick-ups and drop off points at the start and end of the school day. Pupils must wear masks at all times 

and adhere to 1 metre social distancing on buses. Siblings must sit together on their bus and our calculations show that we can accommodate 

all pupils on buses for the days they are in school and adhere to the 1-metre rule taking into account individual bus capacities. 

If any parent/ carer plans to bring their child to school rather than use dedicated school transport could you let us know of this before Friday 

by contacting the school office. This will allow us to track more closely bus numbers and capacity and allow us to inform bus companies of 

expected numbers before the start of nest week. 

 

HUB  

The Hub for keyworker and vulnerable pupils will continue to operate- numbers for this will be reduced through some being ‘in school’ on their 

agreed timetables. This group will work in the library and be supervised by teaching staff/ classroom assistants on a period-to-period basis. 

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

Any pupils eligible for means tested free school meals will continue to receive payment until further notice. 


