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News from South Lanarkshire School Libraries

Welcome to the first South Lanarkshire School Libraries’ newsletter.  Here we plan to 

showcase all the exciting goings-on in our school libraries, as well as sharing news from 

South Lanarkshire public libraries and book reviews from our pupils. 

2020/21 has been a school year like no other and our libraries and librarians have 

demonstrated their ability to adapt by providing online access to study and recreational 

reading material.  As well as supporting learning, school libraries have been essential for 

maintaining wellbeing, both during lockdown and in the return to school.  As South 

Lanarkshire engages in reading for recovery, our libraries will be instrumental in supporting 

emotional wellbeing and raising attainment. 

We wish you a pleasant and enjoyable summer and look forward to welcoming you back to 

the library in August. 
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School Library updates 

School Libraries during lockdown 

The role of the school Library had to adapt to an ever changing world during the summer term 

of 2020 (April – June) and the beginning of 2021 (January – March).  During these times the 

UK was in lockdown, everything was closed and pupils in South Lanarkshire were interacting 

with their teachers via Google Classroom. 

The school libraries within South Lanarkshire also provided Google Classrooms to interact 

with pupils and provide resources, these included: 

 Books for all on Glow 
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 David Walliams Elevenses  (Audio chapter of a book added each day) and had 

discussions with pupils who listened 

 Joe Wicks (PE with Joe linking into his books and the impact on health and wellbeing) 

 Links were provided for Audible which had free audio books, amazon also had free 

and discounted books available 

 Links to popular TV series adapted from books on BBC iPlayer 

 Many celebrities provided free audio book readings, the director Taika Waititi and 

friends read James and the Giant Peach, daily links were provided  to the new chapters 

and pupils discussed who they liked reading 

 JK Rowling initially published the Ickabog for free online, daily links were provided 

On the 1st of May a few South Lanarkshire school libraries started a reading challenge entitled 

‘How far will reading take us.’  As a result of lockdown we were confined to our own locale, 

and as a result taking part in this challenge could and would take us on a journey around the 

world. 

Reading a page = 1 mile 

1 min of an audio book = 1 mile 

1 magazine article = 5 miles 

 

Bonus challenges 

TV Show based on a book = 10 miles 

Films based on a book = 20 miles 

Watch a play = 25 miles 

Do a drawing = 15 miles 

Many pupils and teachers took part and we travelled our way round the world, travelling a 

total of 42,841 miles! 

We also provided reading lists for World Earth Day, Black Lives Matter, Pride and other topical 

events. 

School Libraries during Covid 

Covid brings many challenges to our lives, especially within education and as a result the 

School Library Service has had to adapt to these in order to keep everyone safe.  Many school 

libraries within South Lanarkshire are currently being used as classrooms and staff bases as a 

result of social distancing.  As a result classes are unable to come and browse shelves whilst 

choosing books and Librarians have had to adapt to trying new ways of ‘getting’ books out to 

pupils.   

 A few schools offer a mobile trolley library which is filled and taken to the English 

Classes.   

 Others have small groups of up to 4 pupils coming at any one time, where the Librarian 

takes them to the shelves and handles the books until they have been issued.   
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 Other schools use an online form, either obtained via the Web address or Via a QR 

Code, the pupil fills out the form and the Librarian delivers the book requested to their 

English class. 

All books are quarantined for 72 hours upon return before being reshelved.   

The School Library Service within South Lanarkshire Secondary schools have adapted well to 

the challenges presented by Covid and have evolved as safely as allowed to continue to 

provide a service to our school communities. 

Mrs Thomson, Calderside Academy 

Biggar High School 
 
Empathy Day 
S1 pupils marked Empathy Day in June by going on a storywalk in our school playground.  
Using images from the picturebook The Suitcase by Chris Naylor-Ballesteros, pupils 
identified the emotions of the characters and discussed how the experience of migration 
had affected the main character.  Pupils then reflected on times in their lives where they 
had felt similar emotions, and considered how these experiences help them nurture 
empathy for others.  Empathy Day promotes “reading for empathy”, as “research shows 
that books are a powerful tool to develop empathy.  In identifying with book characters, 
young people learn to see things from other points of view.  As they read, they are building 
their empathy skills” (Empathy Lab, 2021).   

Miss Horan, Biggar High & Lanark Grammar Schools 
 

Calderglen High School 
 
World Book Day competition  
To celebrate World Book Day in Calderglen we held a competition for first years to design 
a bookmark celebrating their love of reading.  There were over 40 entries, which was an 
amazing uptake, and they were all of a very high standard.  The wonderful winning entries 
are pictured in the photo below.  First place went to Holly Skinner (far right hand side) who 
used this great Dr Seuss quote in her winning design.  Although we couldn’t have a prize 
giving as assemblies aren’t taking place just now, each winner was announced during their 
English class time, receiving a book token from Mrs Marshall.  
 

 
Mrs Marshall, Calderglen High School & Strathaven Academy 
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Calderside Academy 
 

 
 
Bookbug at Calderside 
Calderside Academy are thrilled with the success of their unique Bookbug sessions which 
were running weekly in the school from September 2019 till Lockdown in March 2020.  The 
sessions were run by a group of S6 pupils who were trained as Bookbug Session Leasers for 
children from the local community their parents and carers. 
‘Bookbug is Scotland’s universal early years book gifting programme and aims to inspire a 
love of stories, songs and rhymes from birth.  The Bookbug Bags and Bookbug Sessions 
support families to do more of these activities, which help build bonds and develop 
relationships and most importantly are fun.’ (Information from the Bookbug website 
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/topics/bookbug) 
Calderside Academy is the first school in Scotland to adopt this approach.  Elizabeth Barlow, 
a Teacher of the Deaf and trained Bookbug Leader  first came up with the idea of running 
Bookbug sessions in Calderside Academy and Joanne Thomson, School Librarian and 
trained Bookbug Leader was keen to get on board.  Skayne Dodds, Head Teacher at 
Calderside Academy, has attended Bookbug sessions with his own family and is pleased to 
have Bookbug creating community links within his school.  Elizabeth and Joanne were 
supporting the pupils to set up, plan for, run and evaluate the sessions. 

The pupils loved the experience and there was many benefits for the Session Leaders 
including an increased confidence in the delivery of the session, learning to be responsive 
to the children who attend and their ability to engage with the adults who have been 
coming along.  They developed transferable skills in time management, and as well as the 
delivery of the sessions, through advertising sessions, planning sessions and working as part 
of a team. It has been fantastic to see how the children who have attended have also 
become more confident through their own participation in the sessions. One of our S6 
Bookbug leaders recognised this “I have really enjoyed taking part in Bookbug. It is very 
rewarding to see the children develop over the weeks. Baby C for example wouldn’t sit in 
the circle or look at anyone except her gran but now will walk up to us, take our hands and 
join in with the sessions.” 

The feedback from attending parents was very positive, with many stating one of their 
reasons for attending is that the sessions are run by the pupils and they have enjoyed seeing 
the pupils themselves develop with one stating, “This a great wee group, we have enjoyed 
coming. It’s also nice to see the pupils growing in confidence”, another said, “It’s my 
favourite, the girls are great and friendly and the class is interactive.” Through the Bookbug 
sessions, Calderside Academy have also been building links with Calderside Nursery and 

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/topics/bookbug
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Glenlee Nursery who have both attended sessions in the school and we loved having them 
visit. A member of Nursery staff stated, “The girls engage our children in their Book Bug 
sessions, making it a fun experience for the children to be part of.” Both nurseries have also 
invited our pupils to visit them to work with nursery pupils delivering sessions and sharing 
books. This has been a great success, following a visit to Calderside Nursery on World Book 
Day we received this lovely feedback “The girls were enthusiastic in the delivery of the 
session, they had good interactions with the children and made the session fun and 
exciting, engaging the children's attention throughout. It’s been lovely over the last few 
weeks to watch the girls confidence grow and this was evident on World book day.” We 
also had a volunteer attend, who was keen to learn more about Bookbug and its benefits 
for their college coursework. Word is beginning to spread about the great work we are 
doing and we have staff visiting from other schools who are keen to learn more about 
running Bookbug in a secondary school. One of our S6 Bookbug leaders commented, 
“Bookbug has been an amazing experience from the start. It has given me an insight into 
what reading books, singing songs and rhymes can do to help the development of children. 
It is an experience that I will never forget and I am humbled to be a part of!” 

We are hoping to continue running this in August 2021, covid restrictions permitting, with 
a new group of S6 pupils, and plans are currently afoot to have an outdoor session in June 
2021 before the school year finishes.                                   Mrs Thomson, Calderside Academy 

 

Carluke High School 
First Minister’s Reading Challenge  
This year we trialled the First Minister’s Reading Challenge with some of our S1 and S2 
classes.  All pupils were issued with a reading passport to fill in throughout the year as they 
completed a book.  As the school library was unable to be used due to COVID regulations, 
Mrs Martin brought a mobile book trolley to classes instead, to allow pupils to choose their 
reading materials.  Pupils could choose to read from a wide range of fiction, non-fiction, 
manga, comic books or magazine, or use audiobooks and eBooks.  During the school 
closure, the Library Google Classroom gave pupils ideas and links to access books. 
 
Dervla Donnelly in 1M has submitted a brilliant passport – over the past 8 months she has 
read: 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, 
The Restaurant at the End of the Universe, 
Life, the Universe and Everything, 
So Long and Thanks for all the Fish, 
and Mostly Harmless all written by Douglas Adams (wonder if he is her favourite author?!), 
The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak, 
The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket, 
The Bunker Diaries by Kevin Brooks, 
Frozen Charlotte by Alex Bell, 
The Legend of Huma by Richard A. Knaak, 
as well as many more not included in her passport. 
What an inspiration!  Well done Dervla, keep up the good work. 
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Mrs Martin, Carluke High School 

 

 

Holy Cross High School 
World Book Day: South Lanarkshire Council Initiative 
The librarians of SLC created a local authority Initiative, asking S1-3 pupils to get involved 
by designing a bookmark around the WBD themes of Growth, Choice, Power and 
Knowledge.  At Holy Cross we asked our S1-2 pupils to participate in this activity during 
lockdown and the response was outstanding! We made sure to Tweet pupils’ work 
throughout the day to celebrate their engagement and efforts with this task.  
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Book Week Scotland 
This year we asked our S1 cohort to participate in Book Week Scotland by redesigning a 

book cover. Pupils created a new cover for a book they have read whilst participating in the 

First Minister’s Reading Challenge. Prizes were given to our top book covers—take a look 

at some of our outstanding entries.  

 

 
Ms McMullin, Holy Cross High School 

 

Lanark Grammar School 
World Book Day Story Trail 
Pupils and families got outdoors this World Book Day with story trail in Castlebank Park.  
Wooden spoons were decorated with clues from famous children’s books and hidden 
throughout the park.  The challenge was to find the spoons and identify the books.  A 
popular day out for the local community!  

 
 
The Eagle Award 
S1 pupils in Mrs McKelvie’s English class launched “The Eagle Award”, Lanark Grammar’s 
book award.  From a shortlist of Runaway Robot by Frank Cottrell-Boyce, Orphans of the 
Tide by Struan Murray, and The Star Outside My Window by Onjali Q. Raúf, pupils voted for 
the most-deserving winner.  To decide their winner, pupils created criteria against which to 
evaluate each book.  They looked at plot and characterisation, and, after a visit to the 
classroom polling station, crowned Orphans of the Tide their winner.  They now look 
forward to a visit from Struan in the new term. 

Miss Horan, Biggar High & Lanark Grammar Schools 
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Uddingston Grammar School 
 
Library Logo Design Competition 
To celebrate Book Week Scotland, pupils of all ages at Uddingston Grammar School were 
asked to design a library logo. Due to the Covid restrictions at the time pupils had been 
unable to access the library normally and it was hoped the contest would help engage 
pupils with the library.  
The second lockdown delayed the announcement of a winner but although it was difficult 
to choose, the worthy winner was an S1 pupil. The librarian was really impressed with all 
the fantastic and creative ideas and they will all be showcased on the library notice board. 
The winner received a £10 gift token and the winning logo will be printed on posters and 
bookmarks and used to promote the School Library from August 2021.  

Ms Galway, Uddingston Grammar & Lanark Grammar Schools 
 

 
Winning Logo Design (Zara Moodie S1) 

 
 

Public Library news 

It’s the summer of reading!  Why not get involved in this year’s summer reading challenge at 

your local public library? 
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Book reviews 

Have you read a book you just have to share with others?  Speak to your librarian about 

submitting a review to our next newsletter and shout about what you’ve read! 

Pupils in Biggar High School found a new way to share their reviews this week – Euro fever on 

their minds?! 

 

 


