
Preparing for N4/N5 Higher

English

Pupils should consider and research topics for a persuasive/argumentative essay for folio piece and talk. This should be done by reading as many news 

articles as possible from the comment or opinion sections of broadsheets, by listening to TED talks. Note - it does not have to be on a  social issue. It can be 

something more 'philosophical' like 'Are British people too polite?' or 'Why envy is a good thing.' There are a list of previous topics on the GC.

 Pupils should consider and research topics for a persuasive/argumentative essay for folio piece and talk. This should be done by reading as many news 

articles as possible from the comment or opinion sections of broadsheets, by listening to TED talks. Note - it does not have to be on a  social issue. It can 

be something more 'philosophical' like 'Are British people too polite?' or 'Why envy is a good thing.' There are a list of previous topics on the GC. In 

addition, pupils should read extensively from high order non-fiction texts (including broadsheet style papers/ magazines). Look at the Academic word list 

and try to learn as many of these words as possible. 

Maths

Pupils preparing for N4 Maths and N4 Applications:

Please log into Google Classroom using the code for:

(1) A course outline;

(2) Prep work for the course.

Pupils preparing for N5 Maths and N5 Applications:

Please log into Google Classroom using the code for:

(1) A course outline;

(2) Prep work for the course.

Pupils preparing for Higher Maths:

Please log into Google Classroom using the code for:

(1) A course outline;

(2) Prep work for the course.

Physics

Please log into SCHOLAR through Glow and find the "Starting National 5 Physics" Tutor session.  This session is an interactive event on a variety of 

fundamental areas hosted by a subject specialist who has extensive teaching experience.  They generally involve downloading and completing a worksheet 

prior to participating in/watching a video webinar. The webinars have scheduled start times so if you wish to actively participate in the webinar, you need to 

be online and logged in to scholar at the scheduled time.  See here for a schedule of the sessions: https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/sessionsSchedule.html.  All 

sessions are recorded and the videos are uploaded to the website so if you are unable to watch and participate during the scheduled time, it is still possible 

to watch a recording of the event, although obviously you cannot participate in live discussion with the teacher.  PLEASE NOTE:  Biggar High has already 

requested early access to SCHOLAR at new levels for all of our pupils but this may take a little time to be activated.  If you cannot access the materials initially, 

please try again later in the Independent Study period.

Please log into SCHOLAR through Glow and find the "Introduction to Higher Physics" Tutor session.  This session is an interactive event on a variety of 

fundamental areas hosted by a subject specialist who has extensive teaching experience.  They generally involve downloading and completing a 

worksheet prior to participating in/watching a video webinar. The webinars have scheduled start times so if you wish to actively participate in the 

webinar, you need to be online and logged in to scholar at the scheduled time.  See here for a schedule of the sessions: 

https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/sessionsSchedule.html.  All sessions are recorded and the videos are uploaded to the website so if you are unable to watch and 

participate during the scheduled time, it is still possible to watch a recording of the event, although obviously you cannot participate in live discussion 

with the teacher.  PLEASE NOTE:  Biggar High has already requested early access to SCHOLAR at new levels for all of our pupils but this may take a little 

time to be activated.  If you cannot access the materials initially, please try again later in the Independent Study period.

Chemistry

Please log into SCHOLAR through Glow and find the "Introduction to N5 Chemistry" Tutor session.  This session is an interactive event on a variety of 

fundamental areas hosted by a subject specialist who has extensive teaching experience.  They generally involve downloading and completing a worksheet 

prior to participating in/watching a video webinar. The webinars have scheduled start times so if you wish to actively participate in the webinar, you need to 

be online and logged in to scholar at the scheduled time.  See here for a schedule of the sessions: https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/sessionsSchedule.html.  All 

sessions are recorded and the videos are uploaded to the website so if you are unable to watch and participate during the scheduled time, it is still possible 

to watch a recording of the event, although obviously you cannot participate in live discussion with the teacher.  PLEASE NOTE:  Biggar High has already 

requested early access to SCHOLAR at new levels for all of our pupils but this may take a little time to be activated.  If you cannot access the materials initially, 

please try again later in the Independent Study period.

Please log into SCHOLAR through Glow and find the "Introduction to Higher Chemistry" Tutor session.  This session is an interactive event on a variety of 

fundamental areas hosted by a subject specialist who has extensive teaching experience.  They generally involve downloading and completing a 

worksheet prior to participating in/watching a video webinar. The webinars have scheduled start times so if you wish to actively participate in the 

webinar, you need to be online and logged in to scholar at the scheduled time.  See here for a schedule of the sessions: 

https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/sessionsSchedule.html.  All sessions are recorded and the videos are uploaded to the website so if you are unable to watch and 

participate during the scheduled time, it is still possible to watch a recording of the event, although obviously you cannot participate in live discussion 

with the teacher.  PLEASE NOTE:  Biggar High has already requested early access to SCHOLAR at new levels for all of our pupils but this may take a little 

time to be activated.  If you cannot access the materials initially, please try again later in the Independent Study period.

Biology

Please log into SCHOLAR through Glow and find the "Introduction to N5 Biology" Tutor session.  This session is an interactive event on a variety of 

fundamental areas hosted by a subject specialist who has extensive teaching experience.  They generally involve downloading and completing a worksheet 

prior to participating in/watching a video webinar. The webinars have scheduled start times so if you wish to actively participate in the webinar, you need to 

be online and logged in to scholar at the scheduled time.  See here for a schedule of the sessions: https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/sessionsSchedule.html.  All 

sessions are recorded and the videos are uploaded to the website so if you are unable to watch and participate during the scheduled time, it is still possible 

to watch a recording of the event, although obviously you cannot participate in live discussion with the teacher.  PLEASE NOTE:  Biggar High has already 

requested early access to SCHOLAR at new levels for all of our pupils but this may take a little time to be activated.  If you cannot access the materials initially, 

please try again later in the Independent Study period.

Human Biology

Please log into SCHOLAR through Glow and find the "Introduction to Higher Human Biology" Tutor session.  This session is an interactive event on a 

variety of fundamental areas hosted by a subject specialist who has extensive teaching experience.  They generally involve downloading and completing a 

worksheet prior to participating in/watching a video webinar. The webinars have scheduled start times so if you wish to actively participate in the 

webinar, you need to be online and logged in to scholar at the scheduled time.  See here for a schedule of the sessions: 

https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/sessionsSchedule.html.  All sessions are recorded and the videos are uploaded to the website so if you are unable to watch and 

participate during the scheduled time, it is still possible to watch a recording of the event, although obviously you cannot participate in live discussion 

with the teacher.  PLEASE NOTE:  Biggar High has already requested early access to SCHOLAR at new levels for all of our pupils but this may take a little 

time to be activated.  If you cannot access the materials initially, please try again later in the Independent Study period.

History

National History is made up of 3 Historical Units. The first is on the 'Russian Revolution' and so we have provided you with a list below of various 

documentaries to watch and podcasts to listen to in order to start to familiarise yourself with the course content.                                         

 -Horrible Histories Series 7: 9 Revolting Russian Revolutions (BBC iPlayer)  

-BBC Documentary Russian Revolution (YouTube) 

-Last of the Czars (YouTube) Parts 1, 2 & 3                                                                               

 -History Hub Russian Revolution Podcast: http://historyhub.ie/judith-devlin-the-russian-revolution                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

(The remaining two courses are the 'Atlantic Slave Trade' and 'Scotland: Era of the Great War.' If you have finished the above watching/listening then you can 

also start to learn about/research these two topics. There is a good documentary by Timeline on YouTube called 'What was Britain's role in the Slave Trade' 

and Dan Snow has a series of short videos on YouTube called 'WW1 Uncut' which are really fascinating and detail life in the trenches and look into all the 

different types of weapons used). Don't hesitate to get in touch with us if you have any further questions!  

In Higher History, the first of the three topics we study is the French Revolution. This is a challenging and interesting course. Familiarising yourself with 

the course content is very important. Please watch the following documentaries and listen to the podcasts:  History Channel Documentary- The French 

Revolution (YouTube), BBC The French Revolution - Tearing up History (YouTube), The French Revolution with David Andress: Dan Snow's History Hit 

podcast (search on google) & BBC Sounds In Our Time Podcasts; 'The French Revolution's Legacy' and another called 'Marie Antoinette'.   

                                                  

Our second topic is the Scottish topic called the 'Treaty of Union' and looks in the union between Scotland and England. You can complete interactive 

lessons with primary sources on a website that is just been completed on the Parallel Histories Website. You will also see a familiar face- that of Ms 

McGhee! Please complete both the Project Lesson + the Class Debate Lesson  on the Parallel Histories Website- The History of Conflict over the Union of 

1707 found on https://www.parallelhistories.org.uk/scotland or by typing this into google. Don't hesitate to get in touch with us if you have any futher 

questions! 

Independent Study Programme 2022 - current S4 moving into S5 and current S5 moving into S6

The activities outlined below should be worked on alongside the generic subject and Future Planning activities outlined in the letter to current S4 & S5 pupils.



Geography

The first Unit that you will be covering is from the Human Environments Unit, the topic area that you will be studying is Rural (farming). Please 

watch some episodes of following documentary series- “This Farming Life” on BBC IPlayer https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b094mqlx/this-

farming-life

We recommend the following episodes:

Episode 2

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0011xrh/this-farming-life-series-5-episode-2

Episode 6.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0012cxh/this-farming-life-series-5-episode-6

Episode 10.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00158z2/this-farming-life-series-5-episode-10

 

You teacher will upload these to the Google Classroom that you are currently in, if you don't have access, please contact Miss Webb on 

gw17webbmegan@glow.sch.uk or Miss McDonald on gw20mcdonaldalanah@glow.sch.uk

If you have any questions about the National course, please ask! 

Read through the introductory PowerPoint posted in your current Google Classroom (if you don't have access to this, please contact Miss Webb 

gw17webbm@glow.sch.uk or Miss McDonald on gw20mcdonaldalanah@glow.sch.uk) who can send this to you. Lithosphere is the first topic that you will 

be studying, watch the following documentaries to introduce you to some of the concepts that you will be learning:

BBC Men of Rock Ep 2 Moving Mountains

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8k5iqCnUnM

BBC Men of Rock Ep 3 Deep Freeze

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7Ej2-mFsIQ

Coastal Landforms

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWEJq03NBao

BBC- Coasts

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b006mvlc/coast

If you have any questions about the Higher course, please ask!

Modern Studies 

Contact Mr Morrison for access to booklet resources for each of the three topics (Democracy, Crime and USA) - gw11morrisongraeme2@glow.sch.uk

Please see intro pack on the Google Classroom site. You will find some engaging documentaries for each unit to get you thinking about the course for 

next year. As well as watching the documantaries for each topic area, there are some key phrases for you to reasearch to become familiar with some of 

the terminology we use the Modern Studies Higher course. As well as working through the intro pack, keep up-to-date with current news stories by 

watching the news on a daily basis or reading online newspaper articles. The STV news and BBC news websites are a good starting point. For access to the 

Google Classroom, please contact Mr Morrison on gw11morrisongraeme2@glow.sch.uk

Politics  (S6 only)
Please log-on to the Politics Google classroom, where you will find an intro pack to get you thinking about the Politics Higher course for session 2020/21. 

For access to the Google classroom, please contact Mr Morrison on gw11morrisongraeme2@glow.sch.uk

Music

Over the next two weeks, we have valuable time to begin laying the foundations to another successful year in music. The practical element of music is worth 

approx. 50% of your final grade.We require some more information on your chosen instruments and pieces and it is important that you continue to practise 

whenever you can. Please see the instructions that your teacher has posted on your current Google Classroom to prepare you for the next stage in your 

Music journey. If you don't have access to a Google classroom currently, please contact the following teachers who will add you:

Current S4 (new Higher): Mrs Shaw gw07shawalison@glow.sch.uk 

Current S5 (new Advanced Higher): Mr Moran gw18morancraig@glow.sch.uk

(Current S4/5) New National 4 or 5 gw19patersonross1@glow.sch.uk

Over the next two weeks, we have valuable time to begin laying the foundations to another successful year in music. The practical element of music is 

worth approx. 50% of your final grade.We require some more information on your chosen instruments and pieces and it is important that you continue to 

practise whenever you can. Please see the instructions that your teacher has posted on your current Google Classroom to prepare you for the next stage 

in your Music journey. If you don't have access to a Google classroom currently, please contact the following teachers who will add you:

Current S4 (new Higher): Mrs Shaw gw07shawalison@glow.sch.uk 

Current S5 (new Advanced Higher): Mr Moran gw18morancraig@glow.sch.uk

(Current S4/5) New National 4 or 5 gw19patersonross1@glow.sch.uk

French

Please login to the N5 French Google classroom using the code: ----------.  Please read the N5 French Course handbook to familiarise yourself with the course.  

Try out some of the activities posted in the classroom to reinforce key skills and build vocabulary. 

Please log into the Higher French Google Classroom using the code: ----------.  Please read the Higher French overview to familiarise yourself with the 

course.  Try out some of the activities posted to reinforce key skills and build vocabulary.

German

Please login to the N5 Google classroom using the code: ----------.  Please read the N5 German Course handbook to familiarise yourself with the course.  Try 

out some of these activities to help reinforce key skills and vocabulary. a) Go to www.languagesonline.org.uk and do some revision of basic grammar points 

and vocabulary topic linked to the core contexts outlined in the handbook. b) Download the Duolingo App and do some activities everyday to build vocab and 

reinforce key skills.

Please login to the Higher Google Classroom  using the code ----------.  Please read the Higher German Course handbook to familiarise yourself with the 

course.  Try out some of these activities to reinforce key skills: a) Focus on key grammar points from the grammar booklet provided. b) Go to the You 

Tube Channel Easy German and watch some of the videos on culture and language.  c) Download the Duolingo App and do some activities every day to 

build vocab and reinforce basics.

Spanish  (S6 only)

Please log in to the N5/Higher Spanish Google Classroom using the code:  ----------.  Please read the Course materials and try out some of the activities posted 

to build some basic vocabulary.

Please log in to the N5/Higher Spanish Google Classroom using the code: ----------.  Please read the course materials and try out some of the activities 

posted to build some basic vocabulary.

Administration & IT
Please log onto the National AIT google classroom using the code: ----------

There you will find a course outline and preparatory work to complete

Please log onto the Higher AIT google classroom using the code: ----------

There you will find a course outline and preparatory work to complete 

Business 
Please log onto the National Business and Business Management google classroom using the code: ----------

There you will find the course outline and an introductory task to complete 

Please log onto the Higher Business Management google classroom using the class code: ----------

There you will find the course outline and an introductory task to complete 

Computing Science Activities will be uploaded to existing Computing Science Google Classrooms by Mr Irvine Activities will be uploaded to existing Computing Science Google Classrooms by Mr Irvine

Fashion & Textile Technology

National 5 Practical Fashion & Textile Technology

Could you go to the following links and read and watch the videos to make you better prepared to start the course.  Many thanks

National 5 Course Specification

To understand the course better go to the following link and read pages 3, 7, 9-15 and Appendix 3 on page 36 which gives examples of items to make to pass 

the course at a National 3,4,5 and Higher. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/FashionTextileTechnologyCourseSpecN5.pdf

Fashion and Textiles Skills Demonstration Videos

Watch the following demonstration videos from the link below to understand the practical skills involved and type of detail/standard required to make an 

item for National 5.  https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/FashionandTextiles/National5/PracticalSkills 

Textile Construction Techniques

You are required to understand a range of textile construction techniques for the course.  Each technique is awarded a point depending on the difficulty of 

the skill.  SQA has put together a glossary of the list of skills you will be required to do and know.  Click on the link below and read about the different skills, 

look at garments in your wardrobe and see you can identify these construction techniques and ask yourself why they would be used, does it have a function 

like a button hole to create a fastening or dart, discussed in the Great British Sewing Bee to create disposal of fullness or a specific seam to make the seam 

stronger at a certain point as it takes a lot of strain like my waistband at the moment even though I have not got a lot of access to food so now using the 

elastic waistbands which is another disposal of fullness!

https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/FashionandTextiles/TechniquesGuidance

Understanding Standards

Go to the following link and read over the example question papers and assignment with SQA commentaries to understand the standard of work to pass this 

course.  https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/FashionandTextiles/National5

Finally as I have already emailed you, please watch The Great British Sewing Bee as this programme is great at showing construction techniques, 

understanding the importance of choosing the correct fabric and talks about trends.  If you have any sewing material/equipment get creating and enjoy 

yourself.  

Higher Course Specification

To understand the course better go to the following link and read:

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecFTT.pdf

Fashion and Textiles Skills Demonstration Videos

Watch the following demonstration videos from the link below to understand the practical skills involved and type of detail/standard required to make an 

item for Higher:

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/56940.html

You are required to understand a range of textile construction techniques for the course. Each technique is awarded a point depending on the difficulty 

of the skill. SQA has put together a glossary of the list of skills you will be required to do and know. Click on the link below and read about the different 

skills, look at garments in your wardrobe and see you can identify these construction techniques and ask yourself why they would be used, does it have a 

function like a button hole to create a fastening or dart, discussed in the Great British Sewing Bee to create disposal of fullness or a specific seam to make 

the seam stronger at a certain point as it takes a lot of strain like my waistband at the moment even though I have not got a lot of access to food so now 

using the elastic waistbands which is another disposal of fullness!

https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/FashionandTextiles/TechniquesGuidance

Understanding Standards

Go to the following link and read over the example question papers and assignment with SQA commentaries to understand the standard of work to pass 

this course. 

https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/FashionandTextiles/Higher

Finally please watch The Great British Sewing Bee as this programme is great at showing construction techniques, understanding the importance of 

choosing the correct fabric and talks about trends. If you have any sewing material/equipment get creating and enjoy yourself. 
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Health & Food Technology

Food contamination and spoilage 

The start of your National 5 and Higher Health and Food Technology course will consider food contamination, spoilage, bacterial growth and the safe 

handling of food products.

Have a look at the following websites and see if you can make an attempt at some of the questions below. You do not need to submit this work and we will 

be going over it at the start of the new timetable. However, it would be good for you to begin your understanding of these topics.

https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfdgd2p

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z4h7pv4

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zqbngk7

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/how-to-prepare-and-cook-food-safely/

https://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/mod/oucontent/view.php?id=194&printable=1

This one is a very advanced site so search for the words you are looking for and that will narrow down the parts you need to read, e.g. Physical contamination

1. Identify the three ways in which food can be contaminated.

2. Describe the term physical contamination.

3. Name three examples of physical contamination.

4. What is chemical contamination?

5. Name two examples of chemical contamination.

6. What is bacterial contamination?

7. Identify the two main ways that bacterial contamination can happen.

8. Identify four conditions that microorganisms need to survive and reproduce

9. What is the ideal temperature for bacterial growth?___________ to ___________

10. What temperature range is known as ‘the danger zone’?___________ to ___________

Food contamination and spoilage 

The start of your National 5 and Higher Health and Food Technology course will consider food contamination, spoilage, bacterial growth and the safe 

handling of food products.

Have a look at the following websites and see if you can make an attempt at some of the questions below. You do not need to submit this work and we 

will be going over it at the start of the new timetable. However, it would be good for you to begin your understanding of these topics.

https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfdgd2p

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z4h7pv4

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zqbngk7

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/how-to-prepare-and-cook-food-safely/

https://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/mod/oucontent/view.php?id=194&printable=1

This one is a very advanced site so search for the words you are looking for and that will narrow down the parts you need to read, e.g. Physical 

contamination

1. Identify the three ways in which food can be contaminated.

2. Describe the term physical contamination.

3. Name three examples of physical contamination.

4. What is chemical contamination?

5. Name two examples of chemical contamination.

6. What is bacterial contamination?

7. Identify the two main ways that bacterial contamination can happen.

8. Identify four conditions that microorganisms need to survive and reproduce

9. What is the ideal temperature for bacterial growth?___________ to ___________

10. What temperature range is known as ‘the danger zone’?___________ to ___________

Hospitality - Cake Craft

National 5 Practical Cake Craft

Could you go to the following links and read and watch the videos to make you better prepared to start the course.

Many thanks

National 5 Course Specification

To understand the course better go to the following link and read pages 3, 6-9 and 12-16.

For cake and icing recipes Appendix 2 see pages 26-38.  Have a go and try and make some.

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/N5CourseSpecPracticalCakeCraft.pdf 

Cake Craft Skills Demonstration Videos

Watch the following demonstration videos from the link below.  Try and make the dog.  If you do not have fondant/sugar paste at home use plasticine or 

blue/white tack instead (but do not eat it if you do!)

https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/PracticalCakeCraft/CakeCraftVideos

Hospitality - Practical Cookery

Dear National Practical Cookery students. Firstly, welcome to the subject. I hope you have been busy trying lots of recipes out during your stay at home. It’s 

at school so what I’d like you to do is use the time to research the subject. If you could please go onto the SQA website and first familiarise yourself with the 

units. Could you then use the time at home to watch all the thousands of programmes on TV around food and cooking. BBC iPlayer has lots of them. You can 

also use YouTube to learn specific skills. I would like you to learn to prepare the following, if you are able and have the ingredients, do not worry if not:

A short crust pastry dough, a scone dough, a basic sponge mix (and make sure it turns out perfect), a meat sauce such as Bolognese, chilli or shepherd’s pie, 

a white or cheese sauce, a variety of soups to practise veg prep.

In Practical cookery the skills you demonstrate must be absolutely perfect and carried out how a chef would do it, so watch You Tube. Make sure your veg 

prep is perfect and your products turn out restaurant style. Enjoy!!

Graphics

SQA Documents:

N4: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47452.html

N5: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47459.html

Sketching & Design:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBtSgEZk914z5InEs_U2J3w

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/znpy4wx

SQA Documents:

H: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47929.html

Sketching & Design:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBtSgEZk914z5InEs_U2J3w

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/znpy4wx

Design & Manufacture

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SQA Documents:

N4: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47450.html

N5: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47457.html

Sketching & Design:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBtSgEZk914z5InEs_U2J3w

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6xpb9q

Materials:

http://www.technologystudent.com/joints/joindex.htm

SQA Documents:

H: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47927.html

Sketching & Design:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBtSgEZk914z5InEs_U2J3w

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6xpb9q

Materials:

http://www.technologystudent.com/joints/joindex.htm

Practical Wood Working

SQA Documents:

N4: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47455.html

N5: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47462.html

Materials:

http://www.technologystudent.com/joints/joindex.htm

Practical Metal Working

SQA Documents:

N4: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47454.html

N5: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47461.html

Materials:

http://www.technologystudent.com/joints/joindex.htm



Art & Design

CRITICAL

Please look at the following artists and designers for the courses you have chosen. Use Google and YouTube to familiarise yourself with their background 

stories and their work.

National 4/5 Artists

Van Gogh

Monet

Ron Mueck

Frida Kahlo

National 4/5 Designers

Alexander McQueen

Elsa Schiaparelli

PRACTICAL

You will start with your Expressive unit at timetable change.  Think about what theme you would like to follow e.g. ‘Bake a Cake’ – you would look to draw 3 

individual objects that relate to this theme – an open bag of flour, a mixing bowl and wooden spoon, a set of measuring spoons for example.  Think of a range 

of themes that will engage you and hold your attention, and the objects you would associate with this theme.  You need to have them at home to be able to 

sit them in front of you to work from and you need to be able to bring them into school when we return.  So, no huge or exceptionally valuable items please!  

AND NO INTERNET IMAGES!!

National – STILL LIFE - chose objects that link with your theme please.

Make notes and you will discuss your ideas with your teacher after timetable change.

CRITICAL

Please look at the following artists and designers for the courses you have chosen. Use Google and YouTube to familiarise yourself with their background 

stories and their work.

Higher Artists

Wayne Thiebaud 

Juan Sanchez de Cotan

Van Gogh

Monet

 

Higher Designers

Peter Chang

Elsa Schiaparelli

Shaun Leane

Gaudi

PRACTICAL

You will start with your Expressive unit at timetable change.  Think about what theme you would like to follow e.g. ‘Bake a Cake’ – you would look to draw 

3 individual objects that relate to this theme – an open bag of flour, a mixing bowl and wooden spoon, a set of measuring spoons for example.  Think of a 

range of themes that will engage you and hold your attention, and the objects you would associate with this theme.  You need to have them at home to 

be able to sit them in front of you to work from and you need to be able to bring them into school when we return.  So, no huge or exceptionally valuable 

items please!  AND NO INTERNET IMAGES!!

Higher -  you might want to think about still life/portraiture/figure composition/ landscape/built environment or a combination of some of these, a picnic 

still life with a landscape background for example.  

Make notes and you will discuss your ideas with your teacher after timetable change.

Art Folio (S6 only)

NPA Photography

NPA Photography – As an introduction to Photography, follow the link to the Times 100 most influential photographs ever taken. It is important as a 

photographer/artist to understand where your interests lie.

http://100photos.time.com/

 	100 Photographs | The Most Influential Images of All Time

The Most Influential Images of All Time. Explore the stories behind 100 images that changed the world, selected by TIME and an international team of 

curators

100photos.time.com

Please have look at the different styles and subject matter (landscape/still life/portraiture) and find out what interests you? 

What photographs are you drawn to? And really question why do you think this is? Is it the subject matter something you have photographed before? 

Something which creates an emotional response? Has the image been taken in a faraway destination and you are interested in travel?

Take a note of the photographer’s names you are most inspired by.

PE

Pupils should log in to their existing Google Classroom where they should read the assessment criteria for the Performance Assessment. Once they have read 

this, pupils should consider the 2 activities they would like to be assessed in.

Pupils should log in to their existing N5 Google Classroom where they should read and compare the assessment criteria for the Performance Assessment 

at both National 5 and Higher. Once they have read this, pupils should consider the 2 activities they would like to be assessed in.

NPA Exercise & Fitness 

Leadership Units

Pupils should carry out some personal research, using YouTube,  into the various types of training that they will take part in during the course, namely: 

Circuit, Cardiovascular and Free Weight.

PSE Planning for Choices and Changes.  Please complete the "Preparing for Choices and Changes DYW worksheet" which is issued alongside this spreadsheet Planning for Choices and Changes.  Please complete the "Preparing for Choices and Changes DYW worksheet" which is issued alongside this spreadsheet

Personal Achievement  (S6 

only)

Pupils should start to consider where they might volunteer.  Hours can be accumulated over the summer holidays for example, which would allow more time 

in school to complete paperwork.  This may not be possible for everyone (for example those who are planning to volunteer in junior classes or the Primary) 

and will therefore start in August.  You should start to make contact with organisations you may wish to volunteer with / approach memebers of staff etc eto 

organise.  It would be helpful to take a copy of your (August) timetable with you so you know when you will be available.  Google classrooms will be available 

with some helper starter infomation and the necessary paperwork posted in August once I have had a chance to speak with everyone.  If you do any hours 

prior to this please keep your own record of these on a google doc or in your phone.

Personal Achievement provides you with an opportunity to engage in volunteer work and gain SQA certification for that work.  To obtain the SQA Award, 

you have to source an appropriate volunteering opportunity (it is your responsibility to do this but we can give you some suggestions based on what 

pupils have done in the past.  You have to complete a minimum of 40 hours volunteering & keep a record of it as well as complete a timeline and a CV.  

You will have to keep a log book to which you will attach your completed CV.  Please access the Powerpoint presentation which Miss Reid has developed 

via your Personal Achievement Google Classroom.  This will give you more information and the areas that former pupils have volunteered in.  The SQA link 

that you need to carry out the generic SQA is https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/BD6651_SQA_Volunteering_Award.pdf

When you have gathered all of this information you should: 

* Identify 2 areas you would like to develop

* Write a letter of application to each, explaining why you want to do it and what skills and qualities you would bring to it   

Psychology  (S6 only)

Pupils should complete this free, Introduction to Psychology course from the Open University.  Section 5 is particularly relevant to the Higher course but 

the other sections also link into areas of the Higher course and will open up the world of Psychology to you.  https://www.open.edu/openlearn/health-

sports-psychology/psychology/starting-psychology/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab Please log into Google Classroom Code ----------to study 

the Powerpoint uploaded by Miss Owens.

YASS  (S6 only)



Advanced Higher
Pupils shoulld focus on 3  comparable texts they would be interested in writing about for their AH dissertation. 

Pupils preparing for Advanced Higher Maths:

Please log into Google Classroom using the code for:

(1) A course outline;

(2) Prep work for the course.

Please log into SCHOLAR through Glow and find the "Introduction to Advanced Higher Physics" Tutor session.  This session is an 

interactive event on a variety of fundamental areas hosted by a subject specialist who has extensive teaching experience.  They 

generally involve downloading and completing a worksheet prior to participating in/watching a video webinar. The webinars have 

scheduled start times so if you wish to actively participate in the webinar, you need to be online and logged in to scholar at the 

scheduled time.  See here for a schedule of the sessions: https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/sessionsSchedule.html.  All sessions are recorded 

and the videos are uploaded to the website so if you are unable to watch and participate during the scheduled time, it is still possible to 

watch a recording of the event, although obviously you cannot participate in live discussion with the teacher.  PLEASE NOTE:  Biggar 

High has already requested early access to SCHOLAR at new levels for all of our pupils but this may take a little time to be activated.  If 

you cannot access the materials initially, please try again later in the Independent Study period.

Please log into SCHOLAR through Glow and find the "Introduction to Advanced Higher Chemistry" Tutor session.  This session is an 

interactive event on a variety of fundamental areas hosted by a subject specialist who has extensive teaching experience.  They 

generally involve downloading and completing a worksheet prior to participating in/watching a video webinar. The webinars have 

scheduled start times so if you wish to actively participate in the webinar, you need to be online and logged in to scholar at the 

scheduled time.  See here for a schedule of the sessions: https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/sessionsSchedule.html.  All sessions are recorded 

and the videos are uploaded to the website so if you are unable to watch and participate during the scheduled time, it is still possible to 

watch a recording of the event, although obviously you cannot participate in live discussion with the teacher.  PLEASE NOTE:  Biggar 

High has already requested early access to SCHOLAR at new levels for all of our pupils but this may take a little time to be activated.  If 

you cannot access the materials initially, please try again later in the Independent Study period.

Please log into SCHOLAR through Glow and find the "Introduction to Advanced Higher Biology" Tutor session.  This session is an 

interactive event on a variety of fundamental areas hosted by a subject specialist who has extensive teaching experience.  They 

generally involve downloading and completing a worksheet prior to participating in/watching a video webinar. The webinars have 

scheduled start times so if you wish to actively participate in the webinar, you need to be online and logged in to scholar at the 

scheduled time.  See here for a schedule of the sessions: https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/sessionsSchedule.html.  All sessions are recorded 

and the videos are uploaded to the website so if you are unable to watch and participate during the scheduled time, it is still possible to 

watch a recording of the event, although obviously you cannot participate in live discussion with the teacher.  PLEASE NOTE:  Biggar 

High has already requested early access to SCHOLAR at new levels for all of our pupils but this may take a little time to be activated.  If 

you cannot access the materials initially, please try again later in the Independent Study period.

Welcome to the A Team! Advanced Higher History is a challenging but very enjoyable course that you will come to love! Please join our 

new google classroom using the code  m2vib3r 

 

Please start to familiarise with course content by engaging with the following materials:  

 

To read: 

- George Orwell, “Homage to Catalonia” (Non- Fiction Novel)  

- Laurie Lee's "A Moment of War" (Semi-Autobiography) 

- Javier Cercas "Soldiers of Salamis" (Fiction)  

- SQA Spanish Civil War Candidates Guide (to be sent to you by M. McGhee)  

- Lots of primary sources link etc to have a wee look at on this website: https://guides.library.yale.edu/c.php?g=296063&p=1973557   

- The set text for the course is Paul Preston https://www.amazon.co.uk/Spanish-Civil-War-Reaction-Revolution/dp/0007232071 but we 

usually recommend buying this from the bookshop in Biggar and we also have a few spare copies.  

 

To watch: 

- Spanish Civil War Documentary (YouTube) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teZGSNiREoA 

- 'Land and Freedom' film by Ken Loach (https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114671/)  

 

To listen to:  

-Paul Preston, BBC Radio 4 Podcast, Spanish Civil War https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00548wn 

-Paul Preston, Dan Snow's History Hit Podcast, on Preston's recent book release called Division, Corruption, Incompetence: A History of 

Spain https://soundcloud.com/historyhit/division-corruption



Over the next two weeks, we have valuable time to begin laying the foundations to another successful year in music. The practical 

element of music is worth approx. 50% of your final grade.We require some more information on your chosen instruments and pieces 

and it is important that you continue to practise whenever you can. Please see the instructions that your teacher has posted on your 

current Google Classroom to prepare you for the next stage in your Music journey. If you don't have access to a Google classroom 

currently, please contact the following teachers who will add you:

Current S4 (new Higher): Mrs Shaw gw07shawalison@glow.sch.uk 

Current S5 (new Advanced Higher): Mr Moran gw18morancraig@glow.sch.uk

(Current S4/5) New National 4 or 5 gw19patersonross1@glow.sch.uk

Please log in to the AH Google Classroom using the code ----------.   Please read the course information to familiarise yourself with the 

course and try out some of the activities posted to build on key skills.  

Please log in to the AH Google Classroom using the code ----------.   Please read the course handbook to familiarise yourself with the 

course and try out some of these activities to build on key skills:  a) Focus on key grammar points from the booklet provided. b) Go to 

the You Tube Channel Easy German and view some of the videos on culture, language and grammar. c)  Download the Duolingo app 

and spend some time everyday building new vocab and reinforcing basics.





Pupils preparing for Art & Design Folio should: research Art & Design based courses that they are interested in applying to.  Look for 

and make notes on their portfolio requirements.  Order or make a sketchbook (see You Tube for tutorials on how to make your own 

sketchbook).

b

Planning for Choices and Changes.  Please complete the "Preparing for Choices and Changes DYW worksheet" which is issued alongside 

this spreadsheet

Sign up for one of the free Open University open learning courses and work on that between now and the end of June - there are is a huge variety 

available here https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue - make sure you focus on level 1 courses. 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education-development/being-ou-student/content-section-overview?active-tab=description-tab    is the 

preparatory course for OU study  (you  won't be able to do all of the activities because you are not yet registered but you can access many of them.     

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education-development/digital-literacy-succeeding-digital-world/content-section-overview?active-tab=content-

tab is all about digitial learning.    https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education-development/taking-your-first-steps-higher-education/content-

section-overview?active-tab=description-tab is about starting in Higher Education

Completing any of the level 1 courses that you are interested in - the number of hours is provided for each of them and some of them are really short 

- will give you a headstart in what it's liketo study with the Open University.


