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Introduction 

The Government has recommended that pupils continue to follow a ‘Broad General 

Education’ in S3. In Biggar High School S3 pupils will continue to develop 

knowledge and life skills in a wide range of different subjects. 

It is important however to look ahead and start preparing pupils for National 4 or 

National 5 courses at the end of S4 and so pupils will have the opportunity to 

choose specific subjects during S3. There is a balance between breadth of 

education and the depth in which a subject can be studied. To increase depth of 

study we need to reduce the number of subjects students study. To meet the 

criteria of a Broad General Education, subject choices will be made within subject or 

groupings modes. Moving from S2 to S3, at Biggar High School pupils will reduce 

the subjects that they study. There will be a further reduction at the start of S4 and 

the start of S5. 

The option sheet as shown in this booklet has undergone extensive discussion with 

all our teachers to ensure that it meets the principles of Curriculum for Excellence. 

We carry out a trial run with our draft option sheet and your children to ensure that 

we are meeting the wants and needs of as many students as possible. At each 

stage there are changes to the option sheet to take account of the feedback from 

students and teachers. 

Subject Choices 

English, Maths, Core PE, Personal and Social Education (PSE) and Religious and Moral 

Education (RME) are compulsory. Thereafter pupils will choose subjects within the 

modes shown below: 

 Sciences - Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

 Social Studies - Business Education, Geography, History 

 Expressive Arts - Art, Music, PE 

 Technology - Administration, Computing, Graphics, Home Economics 

In addition there are two elective columns where students can opt to choose a 

second Science, Social subject, Expressive Art or Technology subject. 

Good course choices are the foundation of a student’s future success in school both 

in terms of attainment and achievement. Good choices are made through close 

collaboration between students, teachers and parents. School staff recognise the 

important role parents play in this process and so work hard to provide as much 

information as possible to help you support your child in making good choices. We 

also provide a number of opportunities for you to discuss your children’s option 

choices both formally and informally. 
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Good choices will: 

 Maximise motivation and the opportunity for success

 Take account of aptitudes and prior attainment

 Meet realistic career aspirations

 Result in a workload which is demanding but achievable

 Keep a range of future career options open

A key resource for both students and parents is this Option Choice Handbook - 

‘Time To Choose’. This booklet will be used extensively with pupils in PSE lessons 

throughout January. 

Progression 

The table below details expected progression from early to senior phase. However all 

children are different and some may start a level earlier or later than indicated. 

 

 

Level Stage 

Early The pre-school years and P1 or later 

for some 

First To the end of P4, but earlier for 

some 

Second To the end of P7, but earlier for 

some 

Third & Fourth S1 to S3, but earlier for some. 
 

Fourth level equates broadly to 

SCQF level 4 

Senior phase S4-S6 and college or other means of 

study 

 

Entry into S4 Courses 

Generally speaking: Teachers will let pupils know during S3 what course they will 

progress into. 

 Entry into National 5 Courses will require students to have a good 
understanding at level 4 by the end of S3.

 Entry into National 4 Courses will require students to have a good 

understanding at level 3 by the end of S3.

 Students who are not able to achieve National 4 will be entered for National 

3 Qualifications.
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What do staff do? 

Mrs E Clingan - S3 Year Head has overall responsibility for the course choice 
process. 

The Pupil Support Team is responsible for the careers programme in Personal and 

Social Education (PSE), for coursing interviews, and for option choices. 

The PSE programme includes: 

 Self-evaluation of personal strengths and weaknesses

 Career paths/routes beyond school using relevant web sites

 How to use the school careers library to find information

 Familiarisation with subjects, levels and entry levels

 Small group talks with our Career Advisors

 

Subject staff support option choice in the following ways: 

 Discussion of students’ personal strengths and development needs within 

the subject as well as giving advice on appropriate progression routes 

and related careers within the subject.

 Explanation of what is involved in the next level of the course.

 

The Careers Service (Skills Development Scotland) also contribute to the option 

choice process in a number of ways including: 

 Provide 1:1 interviews in November for S2 

 Small group talks

 Acting as a gateway to further information

 Attendance at parents’ consultation and information evenings

 

What are the students’ responsibilities? 

The student is of course the key player in the options choice process. It is very 

important that each student recognises their responsibilities, and your support in 

encouraging them to play a full part in the process helps to ensure that good 

choices are made. 

Student responsibilities include: 

 Completing realistic self-assessments taking account of their own 

interests and aptitudes

 Discussing possible subject choice with their teachers

 Researching possible career interests and opportunities

 Discussing their option choices at home

 Reading the Options Information Booklet online

 Completing their Interview Preparation Sheet

 Meeting relevant deadlines for returning forms
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What happens after the option forms are handed in? 

When option forms are returned to the Pupil Support Team they: 

 Check returned forms against agreements reached at Coursing 

Interviews

 Highlight any discrepancies to the Year Head.

The Year Head then summarises numbers and identifies any classes where numbers 

are too small to justify running the course. A final decision is then taken by the 

Senior Management Team after considering all of the staffing issues for the coming 

session. 

If a class is oversubscribed, we will re-interview students to establish whether any 

would be happy to change. Students who have returned option forms on time will be 

given priority. Thereafter, we will review students’ expressed career intentions and 

approach those for whom the course is not essential. If we cannot identify students 

volunteering to change options, it may be necessary to select students by ballot 

but we will make every effort to avoid this. 

 

When does all of this happen? 

 

PSE programme covering careers & 

option choice process 

December onwards 

Final S2 into S3 option sheet issued 23rd  January 

S2 option interviews begin From 20th February 

S2 reports Week beginning 20th February 

S2 parents consultation evening 2 March 

S2 option forms returned & individual 

forms reviewed by Pupil Support 

6 March 

The option process has to begin so early to allow time for the students to fully 

consider their choices. The process also has to be completed before staffing and 

timetabling can be finalised for the following year. This is why it is so important that 

the deadline for handing in choice forms should be adhered to. It may seem to 

students that there is a long gap between handing in the form and the new classes 

starting, but in reality a huge amount of work has to be done by staff during that 

time. 

Following a one to one discussion with a member of staff your son/daughter will 

bring home an option sheet in which chosen subjects will be circled. 

The course of study chosen at this stage will be followed for the next year, until the 

end of S3. 

Once decisions have been made, it is not normally possible to change subjects due to difficulties 
in catching up on missed work.
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Biggar High School Article 12 

 
S2 into S3 Final Options 2023/24 

  

Pupil’s name     

Class   

Career in mind    

 

A B C D E F G H I J K 

5 periods 5 periods 3 periods 3 periods 3 periods 3 periods 3 periods 3 periods 3 periods 1 1 

English & 

Literacy 

Maths & 

Numeracy 

Choose 1 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Choose 1 

Geography 

History 

Choose 1 
 

Art and 

Design 

Choose 1 
 

Administration and IT 

 

Computing Science 

Choose 1 

Art and Design  

Business Man 

Choose 1 
 

Design and 

Manufacture 

Fashion and 

Textile 

Technology 

French 

Geography 

German 

History 

Music 
 
Spanish 

Core PE PSE RME 

  
Physics Modern Studies 

Music 
Graphics 

Biology    

    PE and Dance  French    

    
Photography 

Health and Food 
Technology 

Hospitality    

      Physics    

      Practical Craft Skills 

 

RMPS 

   

 

Google Option Forms should be returned by Monday 6th March 
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Guidelines for S3 Options 

1. English, Mathematics, Core PE, PSE, RME are compulsory. 

2. Pupils must not choose the same subject in two different columns. 

3. Pupils who want to choose PE must normally have achieved 85 % 

participation in PE classes in S2. 

4. All courses are offered subject to viable numbers choosing the subjects. 

5. In the event that some courses are oversubscribed pupils may be asked to 

choose an alternative course. Students who return forms late will be 
considered for re-coursing initially. Thereafter volunteers will be sought. If 
necessary, decisions may have to be taken based on student career 

aspirations and professional judgement. Parents will be consulted if re- 
coursing is necessary. 

6. Pupils opting for Hospitality or Practical Craft or should be aware that 
there is no currently progression to Higher in these courses. 

7. The S2 into S3 option booklet is available on the school website. 
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SQA Certification in S4 

All courses in S3 lead to National 3, National 4 or National 5 qualifications in S4. 

National 3 courses may be available to a small number of students in some subjects 

as an alternative to National 4 or 5. These courses are internally assessed 

i.e. there is no formal external exam at the end of S4. National 3 may be available 

where it is believed that the course would offer a greater opportunity for pupils to 

achieve success. 

National 4 qualifications in S4 are internally assessed by class teachers. There are no 

external assessments. Pupils will receive an SQA certificate with ‘Pass’ or ‘Fail’ 

indicated. 

National 5 qualifications are made up of 3 units. Most courses have coursework 

folio/assignments assessed by SQA and an external SQA exam. 

 

Beyond S4 

The number of young people staying on in full-time education beyond the age of 16 

has risen steadily over the past ten years. Over 80% of young people now stay on 

into fifth year and it is increasingly normal to stay on for a sixth year. 

 The following National Qualification (NQ) levels will be offered: National 

4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher. 

 While it cannot be guaranteed that subjects listed on the S3 option sheet 

will be available at all NQ levels, we will endeavour to ensure that there 

are suitable progression routes for all students. 

 Subject to staffing, accommodation and viable numbers of students 

choosing courses, we will attempt to offer as wide a range of curricular 

choice as possible each year. 

 There will be the opportunity to start new subjects in S5 and S6. 
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Core Subjects 

 

Personal and Social Education 

Biggar High School aims to ensure that every member of the school community 

achieves his or her full potential. The weekly PSE period is a vital part of this 

process. 

It supports academic achievement by supporting students in reviewing their 

progress, developing study skills, and setting personal targets. 

It also supports wider personal development by giving students the opportunity to 

learn about and reflect on key areas of their lives, including citizenship, health 

education and career plans and delivering Health and Wellbeing aspects of the 

curriculum. The high priority given to this work is reflected in the fact that PSE 

groups are small, and taught by Pupil Support staff and staff who have particular 

training and expertise in this area. 

Further information about the PSE programme is available from Mrs Clingan, 

Depute Head. 

 

Core Physical Education 

All pupils in S3 have three periods of Core Physical Education on their time-table. 

This additional time will provide the opportunity for pupils to exercise a degree of 

choice in the activities that are undertaken and allow access to a wider range of 

activities than has been possible in the past. 

Activities offered during S3 include: Hockey/Rugby/Football Basketball/Netball 

Badminton/Table-Tennis 

Fitness suite/Group fitness classes Dance and Social Dance Volleyball/Handball 

Athletics/Cross-country/Orienteering 

As always the aim is to encourage maximum participation in every lesson. 
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Core Religious and Moral Education 

Religious and Moral Education is taken by all students from S1 – S3, for one period 

per week. In S3 the Religious and Moral Education programme deals with the 

cultural richness and diversity found within contemporary society and examines 

moral and ethical issues. 

It gives students the opportunity to evaluate their own responses and does not seek 

to promote any one particular viewpoint. On completion students will be able to:- 

(a) Recognise the moral dimension underlying a number of Social issues. 

(b) Describe the responses of organisations/individuals to selected major social 
issues and evaluate these. 

(c) Understand the role of religion in relation to various social issues. 

(d) Be aware of the variety of religious/cultural groups in contemporary society, 
in the UK and Worldwide. 

(e) Know and understand some practices and customs that distinguish the 

lifestyles of religious/cultural groups and evaluate them. 

(f) Understand and evaluate the implications of living in a society with different 
lifestyles. 

There will be no certification for Religious and Moral Education in S3. There will, 

however, be a focus on development of the skills of Evaluation and Critical Thinking, 

as well as the ability to show tolerance and respect towards others within 

contemporary society. 

 

Library Resource Centre 

The Library has a variety of resources which support both the curriculum and 

students’ recreational interests. The resources include a range of fiction books, 

including many award winning titles, for students to borrow. 

The Library is open at lunchtimes and after school. Students may use this time to 

read, exchange books, do homework or make use of the seven networked 

computers with internet access. 

The Careers section of the Library contains both current university and college 

details and a selection of information about different jobs. Printed information can be 

supplemented by computer access to college and university web-sites either at 

lunchtimes or after school. 

Adjoining the school library is the Biggar Public Library. Students will have access to 

the Public Library for two lunchtimes and two days after school in addition to school 

holidays. 
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The Careers Service (Skills Development Scotland) 

Nowadays young people at school who are trying to make a sensible decision about 

entering the world of work face many difficult choices. However, you do not have to 

make crucial decisions unaided. The Careers Service exists to provide information 

and to give guidance to young people whilst at school and to help place them in 

suitable training/employment at the point of leaving school. 

Careers Service/Careers Adviser is your link between school and the world beyond 

school. 

The Careers Service gives information on the scope and range of opportunities 

available. It advises young persons of Further Education Courses and Higher 

Education Courses available, entrance qualifications and job prospects. It provides 

advice to the individual on their choice of suitable career based on personality, 

ability and aptitude. It provides a realistic picture of specific career choice - both 

attractions and disadvantages. 

The Careers Service helps to place young persons in suitable employment by 

arranging interviews and encouraging initiative, and helps in dealing with problems 

of unemployment via Skill seekers Training. 

The Careers Service is available for you 

Careers Guidance, Careers Information, Careers Counselling are all crucial 

components which contribute towards your chance for work. Let the Careers 

Service help you to give yourself the best chance. 

Your Careers Adviser is in school twice a week for interviews and an appointment 

can be made with her. An appointment can also be made via the school website. 

For further information contact: 

Skills Development Scotland Princes Gate 

Castle Street  Hamilton ML3 6BU 

O1698477153/ 0169847712 

Contact, in the first instance, should be made via your Pupil Support Teacher. 

Subject Information 

The following pages contain information and advice from Heads of Departments. 

Any specific queries about individual subjects should be addressed contact person 

named on each sheet. 
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Administration and IT 

 

Contact Teacher: Mrs F Thomson  

Course Information 

This course will support students to develop their IT skills and to carry out simple 

administrative tasks. Learners will also develop the ability to use technology, 

through real life contexts, making the course relevant to the world of work in a 

business environment. 

The course is designed for all learners but may be of particular interest to those 

who wish to develop their IT and administrative skills. Skills learned can be used at 

home, in the wider community and in further study or employment. 

The course will provide opportunities to learn to use software packages (word 

processing, spreadsheets and databases) and to create, edit and update simple 

documents used in business e.g. business letters, notices etc. You will also use 

basic functions including desktop publishing, presentation, e-mail and e-diary to 

carry out simple administrative tasks eg leaflets or presentations. Finally, you will be 

given the opportunity to apply the range of skills learned in a practical project. Pupils 

will be responsible for organising a small scale event. 

Assessment: 

Coursework will be assessed at the end of each topic. 

 

Regular feedback is given on class work, homework and general progress through 

regular discussions with teacher and review of Records of Progress. 

 

 

Resources: 

 Administration and IT instruction booklets issued to each student for class work. 

 Google classroom 

Hints for Success: 

 Completion of all work set in class. 

 Commitment to achieving your agreed target. 

 Regular revision of course notes at home. 
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Art and Design 

Contact Teacher: Mrs L Leiper/Miss Gibson/Mr Hardie 

Art helps to build mental focus, improve physical dexterity, reduce 

stress and increase personal enjoyment. Art and design students electing to take Art 

and Design in S3 will follow a course of study which builds directly on the skills gained 

in S1/2. They will develop and expand their mastery of a range of materials and 

techniques including: Drawing and painting, Printmaking and 3D, as well as a variety 

of design skills such as felt-making, silk painting and 3D construction in a variety of 

materials. The critical element of the course is designed to encourage and develop 

awareness and understanding of the visual world. 

Students will develop their personal skills of comprehension, discussion, critical 

appraisal and problem solving. The course is designed to give students the 

opportunity for personal input and encourages development of individual practical 

style and opinions on art and design issues. 

In S3, all students will follow a broad course. This will be divided into three areas. 

 Design 

 Expressive 

 Critical (Looking at both design and expressive) 

 

Assessment: 

At a minimum course work will be assessed at the end of each unit. Regular 

feedback is given on class work and homework tasks. 

Resources: 

 Art and Design Studies notes and visual resources issued to each student. 

 DVD and reference book collection available to each student. 

 Expressive media and design materials provided for each student. 

 Art packs are available for purchase. 

 Key dates summary sheets. 

 

Hints for Success: 

 Meet deadlines 

 Regular completion of homework 

 Commitment to achieving your agreed target 

 Regular revision of critical notes. 

Students tell us that they like art, but people say that there is no job or money in 

it! We respond by asking them to think of something in their lives that hasn’t been 

designed or created. Imagine sitting at home, look around you. The clothes that you 

wear designed by fashion designers, the wall paper designed by interior designers, 

the packaging on your food, the style of your car, your house, the computer, 

television…. The list goes on and on. All of these professions came through Art and 

Design in schools and colleges. 
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Biology S3 

Contact Teacher: Mr P Colquhoun 

Course Information: 

Biology - the study of living organisms - plays a crucial role 

in our everyday existence, and is an increasingly important subject in the modern 

world. Advances in technologies have made this varied subject more exciting and 

relevant than ever. 

The Course develops scientific understanding of biological issues and aims to 

generate enthusiasm for biology by developing learners’ interests through a variety 

of approaches to learning, with an emphasis on practical activities. It will be of 

value to those wishing to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of biology. 

Overall, the course will allow the student to; 

 develop scientific and analytical thinking skills in a biological context 

 develop understanding of biological issues 

 acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of biological concepts 

 develop understanding of relevant applications of biology in society 

The S3 Biology course is a broad and up-to-date selection of concepts and ideas 

relevant to the central position of life science within our society. The major areas  of 

modern biology are introduced, with topics ranging in scale from cellular to whole 

organism and up to ecosystems. 

Assessment: 

Pupils will be able to demonstrate their learning in a variety of ways. They will take 

section tests and complete formal homework exercises. There will be  opportunities 

for the pupils to demonstrate the application of their learning to new  situations. They 

will be assessed on their contributions to group tasks and how they work on their 

own. 

Along with teacher assessed activities, self and peer marking will be an integral part 

of the assessment process. 

Progression Pathways: 

The choice of course level in S4 will be based on performance in tests and class 

work in S3. 

 Pupils who have a good understanding at level 3, may progress to National 4. 

 Pupils who have a good understanding at level 4 in science may progress to National 

5. 

Resources: 

As appropriate to the topic and learning tasks, student activities will involve 

worksheets, note books, reference textbooks and access to range of I.C.T. 

resources. Students will also be provided with the necessary materials to carry out 

practical activities and homework. 

Hints for Success: 

 Undertake regular revision of work 

 Contribute actively in all class tasks 

 Bring equipment and folders of work 
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Business National 3 

Contact Teacher: Mrs F Thomson 

Course Information:  
This course will develop understanding of the way in which 
businesses operate. It prepares learners for everyday life, work and 
further study of business.  The course aims to support learners in basic understanding of the actions 
businesses take to meet customer needs and provides practical activities in realistic business situations 
to raise awareness of finance in a business context. Learners will also gain a basic understanding of the 
effect of trade, finance, Government and other influences on business and our daily lives. Finally, 
learners will be given the opportunity to appreciate how businesses make effective use of Technology  

Assessment:  

 At a minimum course work will be assessed at the end of each unit.  

 Regular feedback is given on class work, homework and general progress through 

regular discussions with teacher and review of Records of Progress.  

Progression Pathways:  

National 4 Business or National 5 Business Management   

Resources:  

 Course notes  

 Google Classroom  

 A variety of additional on-line resources  

Hints for Success:  

 Completion of all work set in class.  

 Regular completion of homework.  

 Commitment to achieving your agreed target.  

 Regular revision of course notes at home 

 

 
 
 

 



s2_s3-options-handbook-090123 page 17 of 36 

Chemistry S3 

 

Contact Teacher: Mrs McLelland and Ms Rooney 

Course Information: 

The S3 chemistry course covers Curriculum for Excellence Level 

4 Materials outcomes including skills development and 

interdisciplinary themes. In addition there are extension activities into National 4 

and beyond to provide challenge as required. It is practical and experimental and 

develops learner’s skills in a chemical context. Through a variety of real life contexts, 

Learners will acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of chemical concepts. 

This will lead to: 

 The development of scientific thinking skills 

 An understanding of chemistry’s role in society 

 Increased knowledge and understanding of chemical concepts and their applications 

 The development of understanding of how chemical products are formed 

 The development of skills for life and work 

Assessment 

Pupils will be able to demonstrate their learning in a variety of ways including 

section tests. In addition they will be given the opportunity to demonstrate their 

learning by drawing and annotating diagrams, making models and giving 

presentations. They will be assessed on their group working skills, how they work on 

their own and their ability to apply knowledge to new situations. 

Alongside teacher assessed activities, self and peer marking will be an integral part 

of the assessment process. Pupils will carry out detailed investigations to develop 

their scientific skills as they progress through S3 and prepare them for National 

level qualifications. 

Resources: 

Pupil notes, consolidation exercises, homework tasks, many practical activities and 

ICT resources are employed. 

Hints for Success 

 Attending class with all necessary items 

 Attentive participation in class 

 Careful completion of all homework on time 

 Regular revision 

 Commitment to achieving agreed target. 

Progression Pathways: 

The choice of course level in S4 will be based on performance in tests, skill 

development and class work in S3. 

 Pupils who are working towards level 4 will progress to National 3 

 Pupils who are working at level 4 will progress to National 4 

 Pupils who have completed level 4 in Science will progress to National 5
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Computing Science 

Contact Teacher: Mrs F Thomson 

Course Information: 

The purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ knowledge of the technological 

world and to develop their skills in developing computer-based solutions to 

problems. Computing science is vital to everyday life; it shapes the world in which 

we live and its future. Computing professionals play key roles in meeting the needs of 

society today and for the future, in fields which include science, communications, 

entertainment, education, business and industry. 

Building Digital Solutions 

In this Unit, learners will become familiar with the features of development software 

to build digital solutions such as computer games, animation and other applications. 

Information Solutions 

In this Unit, learners will become familiar with a range of applications, such as 

databases and web page creation software, or a range of web-based tools, such as 

blogs, wikis and online documents, to create, share and locate information. 

Assessment: 

Coursework will be assessed at the end of each unit. 

Regular feedback is given on class work, homework and general progress through 

regular discussions with teacher and review of Records of Progress. 

Progression Pathways: 

Pupils who are developing within level 3, at the end of S3, will progress to Access 3 

in S4. 

Pupils who are consolidating or secure at level 3, or developing within level 4 by 

the end of S3 will progress to National 4 in S4. 

Pupils who are consolidating or secure at level 4 in S3 will progress to National 5 in 

S4. 

Resources: 

 Online resources within glow 

 Member of Glow team to support home learning. 

Hints for Success: 

 Completion of all work set in class. 

 Regular completion of homework. 

 Commitment to achieving your agreed target. 
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Design and Manufacture 

Contact Teacher: Mr Barrowman and Mr Seenan 

 

Course Description: 
The course is practical yet exploratory and experiential in nature. On completing the 

course, learners will have developed design skills as well as skills in making models, 

prototypes and products. Learners will also acquire knowledge and understanding of 

materials and manufacturing processes. 70% of the course is classroom based and 

30% is workshop based. 

The course comprises of two mandatory units. These are: 

Design and Manufacture (Design): This unit covers the product design 

process from brief to resolved design proposals including a specification. It helps 

learners develop skills in initiating, developing, articulating and communication 

simple design proposals. It allows them to develop an appreciation of the design, 

make test process and the importance of evaluating and resolving design issues on 

an ongoing basis. It also allows them develop an appreciation of design concepts 

and the various factors that influence the design of products.  

Design and Manufacture (Materials and Manufacturing): This unit 

covers the product design process from design proposal to prototype or product. It 

allows learners to ‘close the design loop’ by manufacturing their design ideas. 

Learners can also develop practical skills that are invaluable in the 

design/make/test process. It helps them gain an appreciation of the properties and 

uses of materials, as well as simple manufacturing processes and techniques. It 

allows them to refine and resolve design problems through making. 

In both units, learners will gain knowledge of design and manufacturing 

technologies and how these impact our environment and society. 

 

Assessment: To complete the course, students must complete a final model and 

folio. Learners will draw on their range of design skills, knowledge of materials and 

practical skills in order to produce an effective overall response to a design brief. 

Course Progression: Pupils, who complete the course competently and 

successfully, have the opportunity to select Design and Manufacturing at N4 or N5 

level. If they have a particular passion for the manufacturing parts, they could also 

select Practical Woodwork or Practical Metalwork at N4 or N5 level.  

Tips for success: Pupils wishing to choose S3 Design and Manufacture must 

possess the following attributes: 

 Must be highly creative and imaginative! 

 Ability to work independently and be well organised 

 High level of practical skills 

 High level of graphic ability in both 2D and 3D areas 

 Achieved a high level or written literacy 

 Working at a high level of numeracy 

 Good ability to work to tight deadlines 

Career Pathway: The course provides a solid foundation for those considering 

further study, or a career, in design, manufacturing, engineering, STEM and 

marketing. The course provides practical experience for those studying subjects in 

the technologies incorporating hands-on abilities. 
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English and Literacy 

 

Contact Teacher: Miss Black, Faculty Head 

Course Information: Pupils in 3rd year will be working 

at levels 2, 3 and 4. 

Our English courses will develop skills in the key English activities of Reading, 

Writing, Talking and Listening. 

Our broad aims: to promote the development of skills in using language, 

particularly those which are used regularly by everyone in their everyday lives. 

These will include the ability to apply knowledge about language. These aims reflect 

the need for our young people to be able to communicate effectively both face-to-

face and in writing through an increasing range of media; 

While also recognising the importance of listening and talking and of effective 

collaborative working in the development of thinking and in learning. 

Through high quality language experiences, and the range and variety of these, we 

will develop the attributes and capabilities of our pupils as successful learners, 

confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens. 

Assessment: 

Ongoing assessment using a variety of methods, particularly... 

 Formal assessment of key pieces of work: Talk & Listening, Reading and Writing 

 Ongoing consideration of how individuals perform in classroom tasks, and feedback 
on these 

 Use of Teacher, Self and Peer marking to promote improvement in performance 

Resources: 

A wide range of literary and non-literary texts (also including non-print texts) 

Hints for Success: 

 Read regularly 

 Take responsibility for your own learning. 

 Ask advice from your teacher about your strengths and weaknesses, and find out 
which simple steps will help you improve. 

 Remember, you can use other sources outside the classroom to help with this 
process (for instance, materials on the school website, and the internet). 

 

 

. 
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Fashion and Textile Technology 

 

Contact teacher: Mrs Noble 

r---- 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Information 

 

The course develops practical and creative skills to make fashion/textile items to an 

appropriate standard. Students will develop knowledge and understanding in textile 

properties, characteristics and construction techniques during the construction 

process. As well as an understanding in the factors which influence fashion/textiles 

trends. 

Topics covered in the course include 

 Knowledge of textile properties and characteristics 

 Create a folio of textile construction techniques 

 Design and make a bag with a zip 

 Make an item of clothing using a commercial pattern 

 Develop different techniques to add colour to fabric 

 Design and make a cushion with zip and binding 

Assessments 

Coursework will be assessed at the end of each item and close to school reporting 

there will be opportunities for the teacher to carry out an assessment of their 

practical skills and knowledge of the above areas as they are taught. 

 

Tips for success 

 Good practical and creative skills. 

 Good organisational skills and the ability to follow instructions through effective 

listening. 

 Good attendance. 

 Enjoyment and patience in designing and creating an item 

Note: There will be a cost involved with this course. Parents and carers are 

expected to pay £15 for the year. This is divided into three payments, one per term 

and charged through ParentPay. 
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Geography 

Contact Teacher: Miss Webb, Miss Park and 

Miss Gray 

Course Information  

The S3 course will focus on knowledge of the physical landscape, the human 

environment and global issues. These topics will provide stepping-stones for 

pupils wanting to progress into National 3, 4 or 5. The topics will include:  

• Climate Change  

• Tourism  

• Climate Change 

• Physical Environments: Population and Urban 

• Global Issue: Amazon Rainforest 

Geographical skills will be important and will include enquiry-based research, 
assessing impact of change and the proposal of strategies to deal with the impact. 

Other skills will include map work (Ordnance Survey skills), using Geographical 
Information Systems and research skills.  
Geography knowledge and skills is transferable to many different areas and 

provides learners with a good overall understanding of up to date and relevant 
issues. Geographers work in many different areas, such as environmental 

management, education, disaster response, city and county planning, 
community development, and more! Geography is an interdisciplinary field that 
offers diverse career opportunities. Assessment  

Pupil’s progress will be assessed through a range of different assessment 

methods from end of unit assessments to group and individual presentations, 

poster activities and enquiry based research tasks.  

 

Resources  

Core textbooks – class based  
Booklets with learning intentions and success criteria  

Visual tools such as multimedia presentations and DVD’s  

Hints for success  

• Regular revision to sustain knowledge and understanding  

• Completion of homework  

• Target based learning  

Wider reading – geography is always in the news!
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 Graphic Communication 

 

Contact Teacher: Mr Barrowman and Mr Seenan 

 

Course Description 

The course introduces learners to the diverse and ever-increasing variety 

of presentation methods employed in graphic communication.  

The Course provides opportunities for learners to gain skills in reading, 

interpreting and creating graphic communications. Learners will initiate, 

develop and communicate ideas graphically. They will develop spatial 

awareness and visual literacy. It combines elements of creativity and 

communicating for visual impact with elements of protocol and an 

appreciation of the importance of graphic communication standards, 

where these are appropriate.  

The Course is of broad general benefit to all learners. It also provides a 

solid foundation for those considering further study, or a career, in 

graphic design, architecture, engineering, advertising, marketing, and 

related disciplines. Learners will also gain valuable transferable skills for 

learning, life and work.  

The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:  

 develop skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of 
equipment, materials and software  

 extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic 
communication standards and protocols, where these apply  

 develop an understanding of the impact of graphic communication 
technologies on our environment and society 

Assessment  

The course will be assessed and marked throughout the session by 

teachers. Assessments may include a combination of practical work, 

examinations and projects. To complete the Graphic Communication 

course, learners must pass all the required units. 

Resources 

 All necessary equipment needed to complete the course will be provided 

within schools. However, for any pupils who would wish to invest in any 
additional equipment (e.g. drawing equipment or CAD software etc) 

class teachers can provide advice. 

 Revision notes will be supplied in the form of paper or electronic format 
on Google Classroom. 

 Homework will be given to pupils through a wide range of activities e.g. 
drawing assignments, questions to help reinforce the learning. This will 

be supplied in paper or electronic format. Daily practice is encouraged to 
perfect skills.  
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Career Pathway 

The graphics industry has employment opportunities in a very wide 

range of manual and computer skills jobs, from the more traditional 

engineering and trades to print, creative, new media, web and e-

commerce sectors. Here are just a few careers which you might wish to 

consider... 

Advertising, Animation, Architecture, CAD drafting, engineering, Graphic 

design, Journalism, Multimedia design, Illustration, Interior design, 

Publishing, print industry, product design, Quantity Surveyor, textile 

design, Theatre and TV, visual arts, web design facilities 



s2_s3-options-handbook-090123 page 25 of 36 

 

 

Health & Food Technology 

Contact Teacher: Mrs Prentice/Mrs Rose  

Course Information 

This course focuses on health and nutrition and is a good platform for entering into 

industries such as food science, dietetics food production, nutritional analysis and 

other health promoting jobs such as media and education. 

Topics covered in the course include: 

 Food safety

 Knife skills

 Use of specialist equipment

 Diet and health

 Food categories

 Current dietary advice

 Food preparation techniques and cookery methods

 Dietary needs of people in the community

 Food labelling and packaging

 Personal diet plans and recipe adaptations

Assessments 

Coursework will be assessed at the end of each unit and close to school reporting  

there will be opportunities for the teacher to carry out an assessment of their 

practical skills and knowledge of the above topics as they are taught. 

Tips for success 

 Good hand eye coordination is helpful when using equipment and 

following a process.

 Ability to manage time.

 Organisational skills such as preparation for class, plus the ability to 

follow instructions through effective listening.

 A good level of literacy skills and the ability to keep up to date with 

nutrition related course work.

 Good attendance as the skills acquired with the practical side of the 

course are very

 much teacher led.
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History  

 

 

Contact teachers: Mr Doyle, Mr Morrison 

 and Mr Stewart   

Course Information 

Course Information:  

The S3 Course is separated into two key units: 
 

 The Nazis: A Warning from History 

 Free at Last: US Civil Rights 

History is a subject in which pupils can gain a strong understanding of the events which have 
shaped our world. It challenges pupils to consider the importance of individuals, groups and 

ideas and encourages them to develop deep thinking skills. 
 

The Nazi Germany topic considers the fragility of democratic societies and the perils of a one-
party state. Themes such as revolution, rights, oppression and discrimination are studied 
within this topic. Pupils will consider the reasons why the Nazi Party, under the leadership of 

Adolf Hitler, managed to gain power in Germany. They will then analyse the methods used 
by the party to eliminate opposition and consolidate the party’s power. 

 
The US Civil Rights course looks closely at race relations in the US during the mid-20th 
century. Pupils will gain an understanding of the extent to which racist attitudes permeated 

American society and will analyse the violent and non-violent methods used to resolve these 
issues. Figures such as Martin Luther King and President Lyndon Johnson will be studied in 

this topic. Pupils will have an opportunity to assess how the situation in America has changed 
and what challenges persist. 
Assessment  

 Pupils will be assessed using a range of formative assessment tasks 

throughout the course and will also undertake some end of unit 

summative assessments. 

Progression Pathways 
Pupils can progress to National 3, 4 or 5 History depending on progress throughout the course 
of the year. 

Resources 
Department booklets/textbooks, jotter notes, DVD/Video Resources and guest speakers 

where appropriate. The use of Google Classroom and other online platforms are strongly 
encouraged. 
Hints for success 

A regular revision programme, supported by a keen interest in news developments and wider 
reading will be of great benefit. Making use of the materials in class and on online platforms 

will be crucial to supporting pupil learning. 
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Hospitality: Practical Cookery 

Contact Teacher: Mrs Noble, Mrs Prentice 

 

Course Information 

This course is designed to develop learners' practical cookery skills and the ability to 

handle ingredients to produce a range of dishes with a variety of specialist 

techniques. This then prepares those wanting to progress on to a profession al 

hospitality course or simply provides basic life skills. 

It also develops their awareness of the journey of food from farm to fork and helps 

them understand a wide range of modern food issues. 

The course is mainly practical but also involves one lesson a week of knowledge and 

understanding which can be in the form of written work designed to support the 

practical work, cookery demonstration s and other active learning activities. 

Topics covered in the course include 

o Food safety 

o Knife skills 

o Use of specialist equipment 

o Understanding of culinary terms 

o Food categories 

o Current dietary advice 

o Food preparation techniques and cookery methods. 

o Understanding where ingredients come from (seasonal/local produce) 

o Organisational skills for the hospitality industry 

Assessments 

Coursework will be assessed at the end of each unit and close to school 

reporting there will be opportunities for the teac her to carry out an 

assessment of their practical skills and knowledge of the above topics as they 

are taught. 

Tips for success 

o Good hand eye coordination is helpful when using equipment and following a 
process. 

o Ability to manage time. 

o Organisational skills such as preparation for class, plus the ability to follow 
instructions through effective listening. 

o Excellent attendance as the skills acquired are very much teacher led 
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Mathematics 

Contact Teacher: Mr M Deacon  

Course Information 

Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world 

around us and to manage our lives. Using mathematics equips us with the skills we 

need to interpret and use information, to model real-life situations, to simplify and 

solve problems, to assess risk and to make informed decisions. Learning 

mathematics develops logical thinking, problem solving skills, and the ability to 

think in general terms. 

The courses are split into five significant aspects of learning: 

 Number systems, patterns and relationships

 Measurement and it’s application

 Shape and space

 Research and evaluating data to assess risks and make informed choices

 Applying numeracy and mathematical skills

Assessment 

At a minimum, course work will be assessed at the end of each unit with pupils 

required to complete a Traffic Lighting and Analysis sheet after each assessment. 

Regular feedback will be given on class work and homework tasks. Pupils will also 

participate in peer marking, collaborative learning and active maths to enhance 

their learning within the subject. 

Resources 

Pupils will be provided with a jotter and appropriate resources for their level. These 

can be found on the Maths Department’s website page. A Scientific Calculator is 

essential at all levels and pupils must bring this with them to class. Use of a mobile 

phone for calculator functions is not acceptable in Maths. 

Hints for Success 

 Commit to achieving your agreed target. 

 Ensure all homework is complete and ask for help when needed. 

 Regular revision of course notes and exam style questions must be 
undertaken. 

 Courses are designed as Bronze, Silver and Gold. You will find materials 
suitable for all levels in your Maths Google Classroom. 
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Modern Languages  

French, German and Spanish 
 

Contact Teacher: Mrs LA Murray 

Course information 

The aim of the course is to encourage communicative competence in French/ 

German/Spanish in relation to developing personal relationships, leisure and 

employability. Communicating effectively and confidently on holiday or in the work-

place – in the       areas of business, tourism and hospitality – is best achieved by 

learning about and engaging with not only the language, but also its customs and 

culture. 

In continuing their learning of French/ German/Spanish, pupils will develop the 

skills of Listening and Talking and Reading and Writing which will allow them to: 

 understand written and spoken French/ German/Spanish within a range of 
familiar contexts within the broad themes of Society, Enterprise, Culture 
and Employability. 

 communicate orally and in the written form in the Target Language by 

participating in activities such as conversation and role plays, as well as 
delivering short presentations and creating short texts within a range of 
familiar contexts. 

Assessment 

 Regular formative assessment will continue to be based on work in class – 
often informally as part of paired work or group activities, or a piece of 

homework. 

 A more formal piece of evidence will be retained for pupils at the end of 
each topic, covering each of the core skills: this may be an audio recording 

of a talk, a reading or listening comprehension or a piece of written work. 

Resources 

 Pupils are provided with core vocabulary and notes in their jotters. Pupils 

can also access audio files and links to other resources through the school 
website or Google Classroom. 

Tips for success 

 Regular learning, revising and applying of key points of vocabulary and 

grammar is essential to making progress in any language, and individual 
styles of learning should be explored, using audio files, downloads and apps. 

Entry requirements 

 Pupils who are still working on skills within Level 3 by the end of S2 would 

be advised to continue to National 3. 

 Pupils who have achieved success in most elements within Level 3 by the 

end of S2 – especially in the skills of Talking and Writing- should be able to 
progress to National 4 in S3, and on to National 5 in S4. 
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Modern Studies 

Contact Teachers: Mr Stewart, Miss Gray and Mr Morrison  

 

Units covered 

 People and Power: China 

 Living in a Democracy 

 World Issues: Terrorism 

Modern Studies is a very popular subject across Scottish schools and is 

increasingly relevant in helping young people understand the world they live in. 

In S3, we cover a range of areas of contemporary importance and equip 

students with the ability to make evidence-based judgments and form reasoned 

opinions.  

We spend time looking at the world’s next superpower: China. This is a 

fascinating country and will become more relevant to our understanding of 

global affairs in the coming years. We will cover key elements of its social, 

political and economic system and demonstrate why the world’s most populated 

country is of interest to us all.  

We also study our own democracy here in the UK, considering the role of 

political parties, parliament, elections and how citizens can influence 

government policy. The study of this area will cover some of the most 

fundamental changes which have occurred in our country in recent years and 

will give students a real opportunity to develop a strong sense of citizenship.  

In our final section, we will investigate the problem of terrorism; motives, 

methods, impact and responses. Pupils will gain a sense of why groups and 

individuals carry out violence in the name of a cause – from the events of 

September 11th 2001 to the rise of ISIS and so called ‘lone-wolves’. This will 

give pupils a rounded understanding of a rapidly evolving issue.  

Assessment 

Pupils will undertake a range of summative and formative assessments 

throughout the year. 

Resources 

Topic booklets – provided by the department, Class notes, DVD extracts, 

PowerPoint Presentations. 

Hints for Success 

Pupils should commit to the subject as any other but it is vital that pupils 

immerse themselves in the news. Using social media sites such as Twitter will 

play a key part in this. 
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Music 

Contact Teachers: Mrs Shaw and Miss Murphy  

 

Course Information: 

Music develops creativity, listening skills and powers of concentration. The music 

course provides all learners the opportunity to develop and consolidate a general 

interest in music but also permits them to acquire skills which may be of particular 

interest to them and which will be transferable skills for life and work (e.g. 

performance/presentation skills, etc) 

IT skills are also developed through the use of specialist music software. During S1 

and S2 students will have developed many of the skills required for the S3 course 

and will be able to apply their knowledge, further enhancing their skills as they 

progress through the course. The S3 course will focus on- Performing Skills, 

Composing Skills, and Understanding Music: 

Performance involves learning two instruments, developing the ability to play 

accurately and maintain musical flow. Through regular practice and reflection, 

pupils will develop technical and musical skills while exploring a range of music. S3 

students will generally continue with instruments chosen in S2. Class teachers give 

regular advice to ensure the highest level of success, and where possible, pupils will 

also work with a visiting Tutor. 

Composition offers an opportunity to explore, experiment with, and apply, various 

compositional techniques. Pupils will produce a piece (or pieces) of music for 

instruments of their own choosing. A software package allows pupils to save and 

edit their work. 

Finally, learners will develop their knowledge and understanding of music and 

musical literacy. Learners will explore music of various styles, cultures and genres; 

their learning experience will be enhanced by integrated learning approaches across 

the course. 

Assessment 

Formative assessment is key throughout the course: teachers (and tutors) aim to 

give regular feedback in order to help pupils improve their musical skills and 

knowledge. Formal assessments will also take place (performance/understanding 

music units). 

Resources 

 Course Notes/Concept Dictionaries/RM Portico 

 Revision website nqmusic.co.uk and soundjunction.org.uk 

 Relevant Music and equipment 

 Resources available on RM Portico 

Hints for Success 

Study concepts regularly at home, and aim to listen to different styles of music. 

Practice regularly at home and in school (Music department is open every 

lunchtime) 

Become involved in music related extra-curricular activities within the school. 
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Photography 

Contact teacher: Miss Gibson 

Pupils electing to take S3 Photography will follow a course which uses explanation, 

demonstration and practical exercises to build a foundational knowledge of 

photography. Learners will be introduced to understanding how the digital camera 

operates covering basic techniques such as Exposure, Aperture, ISO and 

Composition. Once pupils have the basic technical camera skills, they will explore 

their creative ideas through a series of mini-projects which aims to build confidence 

in handling the camera.S3 Photography focuses on a different skill set from Art & 

Design therefore pupils should not see this as a substitute for choosing Art & Design, 

pupils should also note they can choose BOTH Art & Design and Photography as 

long as they are in different columns, these subjects will complement each other. 

Pupils do not need to own a digital camera to access the course however they can 

use their own (in discussion with class teacher).In S3 Photography students will 

follow a focussed course which is divided into three areas. 

 Image Making (technical camera skills)Contextual Imagery (creative 

ideas – series of images within chosen theme) 

 Critical (looking at historical and current photographers) 

Assessment:At a minimum course work will be assessed at the end of each unit. 

Regular feedback is given on class work and homework tasks Progression 

Pathway: 

 The S3 Photography course is an opportunity to develop creative and artistic ideas 
through the use of technology and digital imagery and learners could progress to 
National level Art & Design & or Higher Photography should this be offered in 

S5/6.Resources:Technical Photography notes and visual resources issued to each 
student. 

 Video and reference book collection available to each student.Access to digital 
camera and computers and software. 

 Key dates summary sheet. 

Hints for success: 

 Meet deadlines 

 Regular completion of photoshoots/homework 

 Commitment to reaching your agreed target 

 Regular revision of critical notes 
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Physics S3 

Contact Teacher : Mr P Colquhoun 

Course Information: 

Physics is a key part of Science and Technology; it deals with how and why things 

behave as they do. Physics is used to solve problems in areas such as medicine, 

technology and the environment. The Physics course encourages pupils to develop a 

positive attitude to the way we interact with our immediate environment and 

beyond. To observe, measure, question and explain real-life situations. 

We will look at the Physics involved in Electricity and Electronics, Transport, 

Medicine, Space Energy Generation and Sound Engineering. To provide a basic 

knowledge and understanding of the principles and applications of Physics, which 

contribute to the quality of life in a technologically based society. 

Assessment: 

Assessment will focus on pupil’s knowledge and understanding of key scientific 

concepts in the living, material and physical world, inquiry and investigative skills, 

scientific analytical and thinking skills, scientific literacy and general attributes. 

Pupils will demonstrate their progress through investigations, inquiries and 

challenges, and through how well they apply scientific skills in increasingly complex 

learning situations. 

Progression Pathways: 

The choice of course level in S4 will be based on performance in and class work in 

S3. 

Pupils who achieve level 3 science by the end of S3 will progress to National 3 or 4. 

Pupils who achieve level 4 science and level 4 maths in S3 will progress to National 5. 

Resources: 

All pupils are required to source a scientific calculator, which is to be brought to all 

lessons 

Pupil note books, homework exercises and I.C.T. 

Hints for Success: 

Pupils will be expected to undertake regular revision of work undertaken in class, to 

do research both in school and at home and contribute actively in all class tasks. 
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Physical Education 

Contact Teacher: Mr Robertson 

 

 

This course has been designed to form the foundation for selecting the National 

Qualifications in the Senior School. It will incorporate elements from both of the 

courses that can be 

followed in future years and will allow an informed choice to be made about which 

course to choose for more advanced study. Students will undertake both practical 

and classroom based elements. The course will contain both core activities which all 

pupils will undertake and an element of choice. The outline given below is based on 

experience of activities chosen in previous years and the final options available will 

depend on the uptake of the course this year. The main pre-requisites for selecting 

this course are a keen interest in sport and physical activity and the willingness to 

fully participate in all of the practical and theoretical elements of the course. 

P.E. Studies-Core Elements. All candidates will undertake study in the following 
factors: 

 

Mental – Emotional – Social – Physical. 

In the mental factor students will investigate the impact of key mental attributes on 

their own and their classmates’ performance. Attributes such as motivation, 

concentration, decision making and problem solving will be covered. 

The emotions of anger and fear will be the main focus within the emotional factor. 

Students will develop an understanding of both the positive and negative impact 

these emotions can have on sporting performance and the need to manage them. 

The social factor plays a major role in all sporting activities, in this element of the 

course students will look at the impact of group dynamics and cultural and societal 

issues on their performance. 

Within the physical factor students will learn about the impact of skill, tactics and 

fitness on their performance. They will also develop knowledge of a range of 

methods to help improve each of these areas. 

Practical Performance – 

Core Activity – Badminton 

Elective Activities – Football or Hockey, Volleyball or Handball, Gymnastics or Table-

Tennis. Netball, Dance & Rugby may also feature depending on the make- up of the 

group. 

Assessment – The Course will be assessed using a range of methods: 

Practical Performance – continuous assessment of performance in each activity. 

Knowledge and Understanding associated with activities will be assessed through 

short answer questions. 
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Practical Craft Skills 

Contact Teacher: Mr Barrowman/Mr Seenan 

Course Information: This Course provides a broad and engaging introduction to 

Practical Craft Skills. The Course is largely workshop-based. It offers experiences in 

practical woodworking and/or practical metalworking, allowing for personalisation 

and choice. Within these two crafts there is scope for practical creativity. The 

Course focuses on the development of practical skills in the use of a range of tools, 

equipment and materials, working with wood, manufactured boards and metal. It 

allows learners to follow a series of activities through to the completion of finished 

items. The Course provides opportunities to develop and enhance practical 

creativity and practical problem solving skills, and to gain an appreciation of safe 

working practices in a workshop or similar environment. 

The aims of the Course are to enable learners to: 

 develop skills in reading drawings and interpreting diagrams 

 identify, select and use a range of workshop tools and equipment 

 develop basic skills in measuring and marking out of materials 

 develop basic skills in cutting, shaping, fixing and joining materials 

 apply safe working practices in a workshop or similar environment 

 take account of good practice regarding sustainability and recycling 

The Course comprises three mandatory Units. 

Working with Tools: In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge of a range of 

common tools and equipment used in woodworking and metalworking, developing 

skills in their use. The learner may use these skills for measuring and marking out 

and for preliminary cutting and shaping of materials. 

Working with Materials: In this Unit, learners will develop skills in working with 

different woods and metals. This Unit helps learners develop skills in cutting, 

shaping, fixing and joining materials, using a variety of appropriate craft 

techniques. 

Making an Item: In this Unit, learners will develop skills in making an item from 

wood, metal or a combination of these materials. Learners will be required to read 

and interpret simple diagrams, select and use tools safely, select and apply a range 

of appropriate skills, apply appropriate finishing techniques and review their finished 

item. 

Assessment: To complete the course students must complete all projects to a 

suitable standard. 

 

Course Progression: Pupils who complete the course competently and 

successfully, have the opportunity to select either Practical Woodwork or Practical 

Metalwork at N4 or N5 level. Pupils who are highly competent in the design and 

personalisation elements as well as the manufacturing parts, could potentially select 

Design and Manufacturing at N4 or N5 level 
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Religious, Moral and Philosophical Education (RMPS) 

 

Contact Teacher- Mrs Katzig 

Course Information: During this course we will be looking into three key units with a 
distinct topic within each unit: 

 
 World Religion - Islam 

 Morality and Belief – Morality and Conflict 

 Religious and Philosophical Questions – Miracles 

The purpose of this Course is to develop knowledge and understanding of religious, moral 
and philosophical issues that affect the world today. Scotland’s young people live in a 
society which is becoming increasingly rich in its religious and cultural diversity. The RMPS 
course helps you to develop an understanding of the society in which you live and work 

through learning about, and from, religious beliefs, non-religious viewpoints and personal 
experience. The course encourages you to develop values and beliefs and learn how to 

express them. It helps you to develop respect for others and an understanding of beliefs 
and practices which are different from your own. Exploring and sharing our own viewpoints, 
beliefs and values and having them sometimes challenged by others contributes greatly to 

our sense of who we are, where we belong and how we see ourselves in relation to others. 
You will develop an understanding of human beliefs, values and behaviour; and examine 

how religion, morality and philosophy might help people find meaning and purpose in life. 
You will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study and which you will use 
in everyday life. 

Assessment: Pupils will undertake a range of summative and formative assessments 
throughout the year. 

Progression Pathways: Pupils can progress to national 4 or 5 RMPS depending on 
progress throughout the course of the year. 

Resources: Department booklets/textbooks, jotter notes, DVD/Video Resources and guest 
speakers where appropriate. The use of Google Classroom and other online platforms are 
strongly encouraged. 

Hints for success 

 Regular revision helps you to remember information better, enhances your concentration, and makes 

you more creative. 

 Wider reading – will help you with new ideas and vocabulary. 

 Exercise you critical thinking skill. 

 Asking your friends and teachers questions about what you’re learning is a great way to stay 

engaged. It also ensures that you understand the new material. 

 

 


